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PATRICK WALL,  CHAIR OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD

EFSA was partly created in response to a series 

of food scares including BSE in cattle, and the 

dioxin crisis in Belgium. As a result consumer 

confi dence in the safety of European food, in the 

food industry’s commitment to produce safe food 

and in the systems that regulate the food chain was 

undermined. As Europe’s food safety watchdog, 

EFSA is working to help restore and maintain 

consumer confi dence through its risk assessment and 

communication activities, and in working with the 

European Commission, national agencies, consumer 

organisations, NGOs and industry representatives. 

Since its inception EFSA has made consumer 

protection paramount and operates openly and 

transparently. It is a unique organisation as it 

depends on the goodwill of volunteer scientists from 

across the European Union (EU), and further afi eld, 

to provide high quality scientifi c risk assessments. 

This enables EFSA to provide independent advice 

to policy makers and risk managers to help them 

make their decisions. I acknowledge, and thank 

all the scientists on our panels and working 

groups for their time and eff ort, and I thank their 

institutions and agencies who release them to do 

this important work on behalf of all EU citizens.

EFSA provides a platform for all national food 

safety agencies to interact with each other, share 

information, discuss problems and develop consistent 

approaches to risk assessment. This is leading to 

better risk management decisions and has helped, 

in no small way, to the fall in major food scares over 

the past few years. The full potential of the synergy 

to be gained from all national agencies working both 

together, and with EFSA, has yet to be realised and 

over the coming years the initial foundations will be 

built on. We live in a “global village”, where pathogens 

and contaminants do not respect national boundaries, 

therefore no Member State, or country, can be 

complacent about food safety as we are increasingly 

dependent on each other. To this end I commend the 

EFSA executive for building relationships with national 

agencies within the EU and with other international 

organisations with a similar remit to EFSA.

There is no shortage of emerging issues for the EFSA 

staff  and our scientifi c panels to deal with, including 

cloning and nanotechnology. These issues, and 

people’s attitudes to them, are complex. Scientifi c risk 

assessment is only one factor in the decision making 

of risk managers on whether the risks are acceptable. 

Political, economic, ethical issues and consumer 

concerns are taken into account by risk managers and 

it is important that they are open and transparent 

in how they take account of these other factors and 

reach their conclusions. EFSA can address the issues 

relating to scientifi c risk assessments; it is for others to 

resolve concerns outside the scientifi c arena and to do 

that in ways that consumers can understand and trust.

EFSA itself is not complacent about consumer 

trust. Debates, about GMOs for example, place 

a responsibility on EFSA to communicate its 

work clearly and simply to audiences beyond 

the narrowly scientifi c. By communicating our 

opinions in ways that people can understand EFSA 

can build public confi dence in its work. Increased 

cooperation between EFSA, national agencies 

and the Commission, helps that process. Working 

together to increase consumer understanding 

leads to more informed debate and a more 

appropriate political response to emerging issues.

On behalf of my colleagues on the Management 

Board I thank our Executive Director, Ms Catherine 

Geslain-Lanéelle and all the EFSA staff  for their 

endeavours. The EU citizen is well served by our 

talented staff  who support our dedicated panel 

and working group experts to ensure that risk 

managers in the Commission, and elsewhere, 

receive the best possible scientifi c opinions. Finally 

I thank my fellow board members for their work 

during 2007 and welcome Milan Pogačnik, from 

Slovenia, onto the Management Board team. ❚

Professor Patrick Wall, 

Chairman of the EFSA Management Board
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C A T H E R I N E  G E S L A I N - L A N É E L L E ,  E F S A  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

2007 was a special year for EFSA as we celebrated 

with EU institutions, Member States and stakeholders 

the 5-Year Anniversary of our founding. A lot 

has changed since EFSA was established in 2002 

and I think we can say that EFSA really makes 

a diff erence for European food and feed safety. 

Based on our guiding principles of scientifi c 

excellence, independence, transparency, openness 

and responsiveness, EFSA today, as Europe’s risk 

assessment body, provides the scientifi c benchmark 

on which risk managers in the European Union can 

base their decisions to protect consumers in the EU.

EFSA’s 5th year has been an excellent one. As 

Executive Director of EFSA I am proud of our 

achievements. By the end of 2007, we have reviewed 

over 1600 applications for authorised substances in 

foods and adopted 684 scientifi c opinions since EFSA 

was established. During 2007, we also implemented 

our strategy on scientifi c cooperation with Member 

States. At this point I would like to welcome the 

over 100 new EFSA staff  members who joined us in 

2007 taking the workforce to over 300 employees. 

Protecting the health of Europe’s consumers is our 

main and ultimate objective. As an integral part of the 

EU food safety system, EFSA provides independent 

scientifi c advice that supports risk managers in their 

daily work. Our independence is underpinned by our 

policy on declarations of interests, applied throughout 

EFSA, which was further strengthened in October 

2007. A good example of the impact of our scientifi c 

work is our opinion, in July this year, concluding that 

the colouring Red 2G raised safety concerns. This 

led to the immediate suspension of its use in food.

Close cooperation with Member States is a top priority 

for us. With the Advisory Forum we strengthened 

our ties with national risk assessment institutions, 

avoiding duplication in risk assessment eff orts 

and taking a leap towards more harmonised risk 

assessment in Europe. This was also achieved 

through establishing a network of Focal Points 

for each Member State to act as relays between 

EFSA and national authorities and to support 

Advisory Forum members, and by drawing on 

the assistance provided by institutions able to 

undertake work on behalf of EFSA as allowed 

under Article 36 of EFSA’s Founding Regulation.  

From an international perspective, EFSA and the 

US Food and Drug Administration signed a historic 

agreement on information exchange, the fi rst 

of many that we hope to sign as EFSA becomes 

increasingly international. As part of our international 

outreach, we are in talks with the national food safety 

authorities of Japan, Australia and New Zealand.

To ensure that all interested parties, and ultimately 

consumers, know about our scientifi c work, effi  cient 

risk communication is essential. As a result, we 

are further improving our communication with 

national food safety authorities and stakeholders 

to foster dissemination of coherent and consistent 

messages throughout Europe. Part of this included 

establishing dedicated stakeholder meetings 

on topical issues in EFSA’s work programme 

such as nutrition and health claims, animal 

cloning and on developing best practice in 

communications within our Advisory Forum.

The commitment and availability of the scientifi c 

experts that work daily by our side, and the dynamism 

and motivation of our staff  to meet the increasing 

challenges they face, is the power that drives EFSA 

forward. I thank all EFSA staff  and experts for their 

contributions over the past year and look forward to 

another productive and successful year in 2008. I invite 

you to read on and learn more about our considerable 

achievements this year in this Annual Report. ❚

Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, 

EFSA Executive Director
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R O B E R T  M A D E L I N ,  D I R E C T O R  G E N E R A L ,  D G  F O R  H E A L T H 

A N D  C O N S U M E R  P R O T E C T I O N ,  E U R O P E A N  C O M M I S S I O N

As the Commission’s representative on the 

Management Board, I am delighted to contribute 

to this Report, coming at a time when Mrs 

Androulla Vassiliou, Health Commissioner, has 

replaced her predecessor, Mr Markos Kyprianou, 

as the European Commission’s leader in the 

oversight of this crucial Regulatory Agency.

The needs of food chain regulation constitute the 

overwhelming majority of the Commission’s requests 

for EFSA support. With the Executive Director, the 

Commission has worked hard during 2007 to celebrate 

the successes of the fi rst fi ve years, and in parallel to 

ensure that we have a sustainable common approach 

to the management of a very challenging workload, 

with many dossiers, tight deadlines, and high stakes 

in terms not only of the safety of our citizens but 

of the competitiveness of a large chunk of the EU 

economy. I am confi dent that the reorganisation 

reported here will make a major contribution to 

the successful management of that workload.

EFSA also makes a contribution to broader risk 

assessment issues across EU policy as a whole. 

The leading scientifi c risk assessors in EFSA have 

played a major role in creating a risk assessors’ 

network across the European Union on food, non-

food, environmental, chemical, pharmaceutical 

and other policy areas. I am struck by the many 

cross-cutting issues with which they have begun 

to engage. Two examples stand out for me over 

the last year: antimicrobial resistance, on the 

one hand, and the refi nement of risk assessment 

for genotoxic carcinogens on the other. Here 

too, I am pleased that EFSA’s role in the world 

of risk assessment is maturing so fast.

I take this opportunity to register the Commission’s 

gratitude to the scientists who devote signifi cant 

proportions of their professional life to collaborating 

within the EFSA structure, as well as to the EFSA 

offi  cial staff  who support them. It is a privilege to 

be a member of the Management Board of such an 

organisation, and to participate in the creation of 

another important part of the network of European 

institutions which, together, strive to off er the 

citizen health, safety and grounds for confi dence in 

a competitive economy and a global food chain. ❚

Robert Madelin, 

Director General, DG for Health and 

Consumer Protection, European Commission
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In 2007, EFSA’s Executive Director, Catherine 

Geslain-Lanéelle, came to the European Parliament 

twice to inform the Committee I am chairing on 

EFSA’s priorities for the year, but also to consult us 

on the work programme for 2008. During those 

meetings we had the opportunity to have an in-

depth exchange of views with EFSA on matters 

of interest to the Committee. The European 

Parliament was also part of the fi ve-year anniversary 

celebrations by hosting an exhibition on food safety 

at the premises of the Parliament in Brussels last 

November, and by participating in the Scientifi c 

Forum and Summit that EFSA had organised. 

The scientifi c and technical basis of Community 

legislation relating to the safety of food and feed has 

to contribute to achieving a high level of consumer 

protection within the European Union. Therefore, 

all European institutions need to have access to 

high-quality, independent and effi  cient scientifi c 

and technical support. Scientifi c and technical issues 

in relation to food and feed safety are becoming 

increasingly important and complex, and politicians 

have to be able to rely on scientifi c sound information 

if they are taking decisions in such a highly complex 

and technical environment. Today, the European Food 

Safety Authority provides independent scientifi c 

advice to assist us, as risk managers, in our decisions. 

Food safety and the protection of consumers’ 

interests is of increasing concern to the general 

public, non-governmental organisations, professional 

associations, international trading partners and trade 

organisations. It is necessary to ensure that consumer 

confi dence and the confi dence of trading partners is 

secured through open and transparent development 

of food law and through public authorities taking 

the appropriate steps for action, and to inform 

the public where there are reasonable grounds to 

suspect that a food may present a risk to health. The 

separation of risk assessment and risk management 

guarantees this high level of consumer protection.

I believe that EFSA, as risk assessor delivering 

independent scientifi c advice and communicating 

its fi ndings in a transparent and timely manner, 

contributes to ensuring that consumer trust 

in Europe’s food safety system is kept.

The present annual report looks at what EFSA 

has achieved in 2007. It describes how EFSA has 

reorganised itself to better and more effi  ciently 

respond to urgent questions and deliver high quality 

work, and how it has strengthened cooperation 

with Member States, European, international 

institutions, agencies and other stakeholders.

For the years ahead, I wish EFSA, both its scientifi c 

experts and its staff , further success and a fruitful 

cooperation with all relevant partners, particularly, 

with decision-makers at European level, such as 

the European Parliament, to ensure that the food 

we eat is safe and that our policies contribute to a 

healthier and better protected European consumer. ❚

M I R O S L A V  O U Z K Ý,  C H A I R  O F  T H E  E U R O P E A N  PA R L I A M E N T A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

O N  T H E  E N V I R O N M E N T ,  P U B L I C  H E A LT H  A N D  F O O D  S A F E T Y

Miroslav Ouzký 

Chair of the Committee on the Environment, 

Public Health and Food Safety, European Parliament

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7
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C O R N E R S T O N E  O F  E U  R I S K  A S S E S S M E N T

Major milestones were achieved in 2007. Five years 

after its legal founding, EFSA is the cornerstone of the 

EU’s risk assessment system for food and feed safety 

and the hub of European food safety networks.

Increased scientifi c output

EFSA continued successfully to attract Europe’s leading 

experts in scientifi c risk assessment. Working at the 

forefront of science, EFSA’s scientifi c panels have issued 

an increasing number of scientifi c outputs that include 

opinions, guidance documents and statements (see table 

on page 15). Highlights of 2007 include scientifi c advice 

on BSE/TSEs, botanicals, Qualifi ed Presumption of Safety, 

animal welfare of pigs, food contaminants, re-evaluations 

on the safety of food additives, guidance for applications 

on nutrition and health claims, and a report on the role of 

animal feeding trials in assessing the risks of genetically 

modifi ed organisms (GMOs). EFSA is also looking closely at 

emerging issues such as nanotechnology and animal cloning.

Independent and responsive 

In September 2007 EFSA adopted a comprehensive policy 

to update its processes for handling Declarations of Interest 

made by its scientifi c experts, management and staff . This 

further strengthens the robustness and transparency of EFSA’s 

existing internal mechanisms to safeguard the independence 

of its scientifi c work. The new policy includes a detailed 

procedure for screening declarations, identifying potential 

confl icts of interest and taking appropriate action. It also 

contains full guidance on how to make such declarations so 

as to harmonise this process across EFSA. In addition, EFSA 

continues to be a responsive and reliable source of support 

for decision-makers who require complete, up-to-date and 

timely scientifi c information on which to base policies and 

decisions. In 2007 EFSA demonstrated its ability to respond 

rapidly by, for instance, quickly providing the European 

Commission with a statement on the health risks posed by 

melamine, an industrial chemical found in plastics but added 

to vegetable proteins in pet food in the United States. 

In its 5th year, EFSA remains committed to 

its core standards of scientifi c excellence, 

openness, transparency, independence 

and responsiveness, using the most recent 

scientifi c methodologies, information and 

data available. EFSA provides scientifi c 

advice on existing and emerging risks to 

risk managers in European Institutions and 

EU Member States in close collaboration 

with national authorities and in open 

consultation with its stakeholders. As 

part of the European food safety system, 

EFSA ensures that Europe’s consumers 

are among the best protected and best 

informed in the world regarding risks in 

the food chain.

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7



12

Cooperation with Member States

EFSA made a great leap in implementing the 

strategy for scientifi c cooperation with Member 

States. The beginning of 2007 saw the formation 

of a Steering Group on Cooperation that is 

currently guiding seven Scientifi c Cooperation 

working groups and is giving advice on EFSA’s 

strategy for cooperation and networking. In 

2007 EFSA also launched calls for proposals 

for national organisations nominated by 

Member States to undertake work on its 

behalf under Article 36 of EFSA’s Founding 

Regulation.The newly established national 

Focal Points will strengthen cooperation further 

with national authorities and facilitate the 

essential exchange of scientifi c information. 

Communications - enhanced coherence, 
simplicity and visibility

In 2007, in addition to making available all of 

EFSA’s scientifi c opinions on the Authority’s 

website, approximately 1 out of 5 were 

supported by proactive communications 

activities both on- and off -line, including press 

releases/press statements, web news stories 

and news alerts. The launch of the redesigned 

website in the autumn of 2007, several events 

related to EFSA’s 5 Year Anniversary including 

the organisation of a major scientifi c forum, 

and increased contact with the media are all 

examples of EFSA’s signifi cantly strengthened 

communication activities. These activities not 

only increase the Authority’s visibility but also 

keep risk assessors, risk managers, stakeholders 

and other information multipliers up–to-date 

on the most recent relevant scientifi c results.

C O R N E R S T O N E  O F  E U  R I S K  A S S E S S M E N T
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An internationally recognised Authority

EFSA continued to strengthen ties with its 

institutional partners and stakeholders. Its 

confi dentiality agreement with the US Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA) to facilitate scientifi c 

cooperation in food safety risk assessment by 

sharing non-public information was signed 

on 2 July 2007. It demonstrates that, after only 

5 years, EFSA is a prominent partner in the 

international risk assessment community. 

A growing body of staff 

EFSA’s recruitment is making signifi cant 

progress. By the end of 2007, over 80 new 

positions expanded the total number of 

EFSA employees to 310. Given the increasing 

workload and to improve the scientifi c support 

to EFSA’s panels, two scientifi c departments 

were created, one to focus on EFSA’s core 

business of delivering risk assessments to 

Europe’s risk managers (employing 107 

people), and the other to support EFSA’s risk 

assessment work and to develop scientifi c 

cooperation (60 people). These are now 

respectively the Risk Assessment Directorate, 

and the Scientifi c Cooperation and Assistance 

Directorate. At the end of 2007, 54% of EFSA’s 

staff  were working in scientifi c activities. ❚

C O R N E R S T O N E  O F  E U  R I S K  A S S E S S M E N T

Staff  allocation

4% SC &AF

18%  Scientifi c 
Cooperation and 
Assistance

 Communications 10% 

 Administration 33%

32%  Risk 
Assessment 
Directorate

Executive Directorate 3%

EFSA staff , 

January 2008

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7
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EFSA’s independent, science-based advice supports 

risk managers in the European Institutions and 

EU Member States to improve EU food safety 

and ensure strong consumer protection.

Increased scientifi c output

The scientifi c output of EFSA increased by 63% compared 

to 2006. The majority of the Authority’s work responds to 

specifi c requests for scientifi c advice from the European 

Commission, the European Parliament or EU Member 

States. EFSA also initiates its own scientifi c work, known 

as self-tasking, particularly in emerging risks in which 

the scientifi c knowledge and approaches are continually 

evolving. In 2007, EFSA issued more than 200 scientifi c 

opinions, guidance documents and reports. 

EFSA assists in approving regulated substances such as 

pesticides and food additives. Following standardised 

procedures, EFSA assesses the risks posed by these 

substances. Its independent advice provides regulators 

with a solid scientifi c foundation for decisions. In 2007, 

EFSA received and reviewed over 1000 new applications 

and re-evaluations of previously authorised substances.

EFSA is responsible for assessing risks 

related to food and feed, nutrition, animal 

health and welfare, plant protection and 

plant health. In all fi elds, EFSA’s Scientifi c 

Committee, the nine, soon ten, Scientifi c 

Panels, their Working Groups, and the 

EFSA scientifi c support staff  all work at 

the forefront of science to provide sound 

scientifi c opinions and advice on existing 

and newly-emerging risks. Their work 

is based on the most recent scientifi c 

methodologies, information and data 

available. 

2.1  Working at the forefront of science

EFSA’s scientifi c outputs 2007

Panel
Questions 

Received

Opinions 

Adopted* 

Scientifi c reports 

& pesticide 

conclusions

Public 

consultations

AFC 55 70 2 0

AHAW 10 16 6 5

BIOHAZ 27 22 2 1

CONTAM 5 14 1 0

FEEDAP 43 34 3 1

GMO 38 6 2 1

NDA 16 25 9 1

PLH 0 6 0 0

PPR 6 10 1 1

SC/AF 4 1 6 4

PRAPeR 0 0 19 46

Datex 0 0 1 3

Methodology 0 0 12 0

Zoonoses 1 0 12 0

Scientifi c 
Cooperation

0 0 6 0

TOTAL 205 204 82 63

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7
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EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee and Panels are 

comprised of highly qualifi ed experts in scientifi c 

risk assessment. All members are appointed 

through an open selection procedure on the basis of 

proven scientifi c excellence. Supported by the Risk 

Assessment Department (now Directorate), EFSA’s 

Scientifi c Panels carry out risk assessments in their 

respective fi elds. Their main tasks and examples of 

the work they did this year are below.

Scientifi c Committee (SC)

Providing strategic advice, the Scientifi c 

Committee is responsible for the general 

coordination of EFSA’s scientifi c work and for 

enhancing consistency in the scientifi c opinions 

between diff erent Panels. It also provides 

scientifi c advice on multi-sectoral issues that fall 

within the competence of more than one Panel 

or that do not fall within the sphere of any Panel. 

In 2007 the Scientifi c Committee advised on 

approaches to enhance EFSA’s responsiveness to 

urgent questions and on a system for reviewing 

EFSA’s scientifi c activities. It also adopted an 

opinion introducing a “Qualifi ed Presumption 

of Safety” approach to assess the safety of 

selected micro-organisms in food and feed, and 

prepared guidance on the safety assessment 

of botanicals and botanical preparations. 

Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing 

aids and materials in contact with food (AFC)

This panel deals with questions of safety in the 

use of food additives, fl avourings, processing 

aids and materials in contact with food, 

accounting for almost 50% of requests received 

by EFSA for scientifi c advice. It also addresses 

the safety of processes such as irradiation. 

Most of its work is carried out in the context 

of applications. The panel adopted opinions 

on, for example, sweeteners, preservatives, 

colours and smoke fl avourings. To cope with the 

increasing workload in this area, this panel will 

be replaced by two new panels in July 2008. 

H I G H L I G H T S  A N D  A C H I E V E M E N T S  2 0 0 7
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Panel on animal health and welfare (AHAW)

The opinions and advice provided by this panel 

primarily relate to food producing animals, 

including fi sh. It covers all aspects of animal 

diseases and animal welfare. In 2007 the panel 

carried out extensive work and published 

15 opinions including a wide range of topics 

on animal diseases, bluetongue vectors and 

vaccines, avian infl uenza and Newcastle vaccines, 

and fi sh diseases. Considering animal welfare, it 

issued, amongst others, three opinions on pig 

welfare (fattening pigs, sows and boars and tail 

biting) (for more on animal welfare see p. 28).

Panel on biological hazards including TSEs 

(BIOHAZ)

Topics handled by this panel include biological 

hazards related to food safety, food hygiene, 

food-borne zoonoses including BSE/TSEs, 

and associated waste management. In 2007 it 

reviewed and updated the scientifi c information 

for the establishment of microbiological criteria 

for diff erent biological hazards (e.g. Listeria 

monocytogenes), assessed the risk factors related 

to food-borne zoonoses and issued opinions on 

the methods for monitoring food-borne zoonoses 

in animal populations and foodstuff s for Yersinia, 

Toxoplasma and VTEC E. coli. Other topics included 

assessing the risks associated with feeding 

animal proteins to farm animals, the age limit for 

removing Specifi ed Risk Materials, TSEs in small 

ruminants, Geographical BSE Risk Assessments 

and defi ning protocols for evaluating TSE tests. 

Quantitative microbiological risk assessment 

is one of this panel’s core interests.

Panel on contaminants in the food chain 

(CONTAM)

The panel’s area of responsibility includes 

contaminants in food and feed, and undesirable 

substances, such as natural toxicants, mycotoxins 

and residues of unauthorised substances not 

covered by any other panel. In 2007, its work 

included an opinion on the public health impact 

of possibly raising current maximum levels of 

afl atoxins authorised in almonds, hazelnuts and 

pistachios (for more on afl atoxins see p. 30), and 

an opinion on marine biotoxins, the okadaic acid 

group of toxins. This is the fi rst opinion in a series 

of nine on various marine biotoxins. The panel 

is assessing the current European Union limits 

in relation to human health and the methods 

of analysis used to detect these nine toxins.

H I G H L I G H T S  A N D  A C H I E V E M E N T S  2 0 0 7
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Panel on additives and products or substances 

used in animal feed (FEEDAP)

The safety and effi  cacy of additives and products 

or substances used in animal feed concern 

this panel. It evaluates the safety and effi  cacy 

of substances used in animal feed for target 

animals, the environment, and operators and 

consumers. Much of its work lies in the context of 

authorising substances that must be evaluated 

by EFSA before they enter the EU market.

In 2007, it developed a working document 

providing practical guidance for the 

extrapolation of effi  cacy and safety from major 

to minor species in assessing feed additives.

Panel on genetically modifi ed organisms (GMO)

This panel is in charge of the safety assessment 

of GMOs such as micro-organisms, plants 

and animals. Its work relates to the deliberate 

release of GMOs into the environment and to 

GM food, feed and derivative products. The 

panel reviews scientifi c information and data 

to evaluate the safety of GMOs and performs 

‘self-tasking’ activities aimed at providing 

detailed risk assessment criteria and guidance 

for the preparation and the presentation of 

the applications. In this context, the panel 

adopted a report on the role of animal 

feeding trials in the safety and nutritional 

assessment of GM plants, and the derived 

food and feed (for more on GMOs see p. 26).
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Panel on dietetic products, nutrition and 

allergies (NDA)

This panel covers dietetic products, human 

nutrition and food allergies, as well as associated 

subjects such as novel foods. In 2007, much 

of its work concerned the EU’s Regulation on 

Nutrition and Health Claims. The panel provided 

guidance for manufacturers preparing and 

presenting individual applications for health 

claims. It also began preparing scientifi c advice 

to assist risk managers in defi ning nutrient 

profi les for foods bearing nutritional and/or 

health claims (for more on nutrition and health 

claims see p. 24). EFSA also brought together 

scientists and experts for a major scientifi c 

colloquium on nutrient profi ling in October 2007 

to help inform EFSA’s future work in this area.

Panel on plant health (PLH)

This panel deals with organisms posing a risk 

to plant health, which include plant pests that 

threaten crop production and species that 

threaten biodiversity. In 2007, it reviewed 30 

pest risk assessments for organisms considered 

by France to be harmful in four French overseas 

Departments, and were requested to consider 

their eligibility for addition to the Plant Health 

Directive 2000/29/EC. To ensure a transparent 

and consistent approach to the peer review of 

pest risk assessments, the panel initiated a self-

mandate to develop guidelines for evaluating 

Pest Risk Analyses. The panel held a Scientifi c 

Colloquium to discuss current challenges and 

to identify ways of further enhancing pest 

risk assessments in the European Union. 

Panel on plant protection products 

and their residues (PPR)

This panel deals with questions concerning the 

safety of plant protection products for users 

and workers, for the consumers of treated 

products and for the environment. In 2007, 

its work focused on revising and elaborating 

European Guidance Documents, in particular 

on risk assessment for birds and mammals, 

strongly emphasising stakeholder participation, 

and on preparing scientifi c opinions in fate, 

ecotoxicology, toxicology and pesticide 

residues. The panel further completed a series 

of opinions on the Annexes II and III of the Plant 

Protection Products Directive 91/414/EEC. ❚

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7



20 H I G H L I G H T S  A N D  A C H I E V E M E N T S  2 0 0 7

Scientifi c cooperation (SCO)

This unit fosters scientifi c cooperation and the 

exchange of scientifi c information between 

EFSA and national food safety agencies in 

EU Member States. In 2007 it took care of the 

fi nancial management of agreements with 

Member States to establish national Focal Points, 

an important new element of EFSA’s strategy 

for increasing cooperation, and supported 

EFSA in implementing Article 36 of EFSA’s 

Founding Regulation which allows national 

organisations to carry out work on behalf of 

EFSA. It also ensures scientifi c coordination 

of events, such as the Scientifi c Forum and 

Scientifi c Colloquia, and plays a key role in 

helping to increase the visibility of EFSA’s 

scientifi c work in the scientifi c community.

Scientific Cooperation and Assistance (SCA) 

The Scientifi c Cooperation and Assistance Department, which became a Directorate in 2008 has six units:

Pesticide risk assessment peer review (PRAPeR)

In line with procedures and deadlines set out in 

the European legislation, this unit is responsible 

for the EU peer review of active substances 

used in plant protection products. In 2007 it 

continued its peer review of substances and 

completed reviews on active substances as 

part of the third stage of the EU´s review of 

pesticides. The conclusions and extensive 

background documents provide the European 

Commission and Member State authorities 

with a scientifi c basis for determining whether 

the substances in question can continue to 

be used. It also worked on various aspects 

of pesticide maximum residue levels (MRLs). 

This included the safety of MRLs for active 

substances covered by national legislation 

but not as yet covered by EU legislation. 

 Animal diseases transmissible to humans 

(Zoonoses) 

This unit analyses and reports data on zoonoses, 

antimicrobial resistance, microbiological 

contaminants and food-borne outbreaks. It 

coordinated the 2006 annual data reporting 

for the Community Summary Report on 

Zoonoses, Antimicrobial Resistance and 

food-borne outbreaks which was prepared 

in close collaboration with the ECDC and 

EFSA’s Zoonoses unit. It also visited eight 

Member States to enhance zoonoses national 

reporting: Germany, Austria, Latvia, Estonia, 

Czech Republic, Spain, Italy and Belgium. 

Special training in reporting of zoonoses 

was provided for Turkey and Croatia.
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Data collection and exposure (DATEX)

For exposure assessments at European level, 

this unit deals with the collection, collation 

and analysis of data on food consumption, 

and chemicals in food and feed. It completed 

the evaluation of data on polycyclic aromatic 

hydrocarbons from Member States and 

launched calls for scientifi c data on furan in 

food and beverages and acrylamide, among 

others. In terms of food composition, it is 

collecting and evaluating food composition 

data from offi  cial and commercial sources 

to assist EFSA’s work on health claims. It 

also initiated the establishment of an Expert 

Group to assist in data standardisation and 

design of EU chemical occurrence surveys.

Emerging risks (EMRISK)

This unit is responsible for establishing 

procedures to monitor, collect and analyse 

data in order to identify emerging food and 

feed safety risks, and ultimately anticipate 

and minimise these. Created in 2007 this unit 

will only become fully operational in 2008.

Assessment methodology (AMU)

This unit provides technical support on 

statistics, modelling, data management and 

risk assessment. It contributes in particular to 

the development and application of new or 

refi ned risk assessment approaches in food 

and feed safety. In 2007 it delivered a fi nal 

report on the global epidemiological analysis 

of the 2006 Blue Tongue virus outbreak, 

which investigated factors associated with 

the introduction, establishment and spread 

of the virus in north-western Europe. It also 

supported other teams in EFSA in their work 

on, for example, the creation of a database on 

pesticide data, and the collection and summary 

of food sample measurements. In addition, 

it trained Turkish and Croatian delegations 

on data collection and analysis tools, and the 

methodologies in food risk assessment. ❚

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7
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New structure supports effi  ciency

2007 saw a fourfold increase in EFSA’s 

workload since EFSA was founded. In 

response, to strengthen and streamline 

EFSA’s scientifi c activities two dedicated 

Departments were created - Risk Assessment, 

and Scientifi c Cooperation and Assistance 

- which became Directorates in 2008.

With two closely cooperating scientifi c 

directorates focusing on their specifi c strengths, 

procedures have been streamlined and scientifi c 

work eff ectively enhanced. The scientifi c 

workforce rose in 2007 to 167 from 118 in 2006 

representing a 41% increase compared to 2006.

Leveraging Europe’s scientifi c excellence

To benefi t from the wide scientifi c excellence 

available in Europe, EFSA seeks scientifi c input, 

when appropriate, from outside parties. In 

accordance with Article 36 of EFSA’s Founding 

Regulation, a list of public organisations 

capable of assisting EFSA in its work has been 

drawn up. The listed organisations are allowed 

to undertake scientifi c work to assist EFSA. In 

2007 eight grants for scientifi c contributions 

were awarded to such organisations 

representing €1.7 million (see table on p. 34). 

EFSA is currently setting up a database of 

scientifi c experts in Europe who can off er 

ad hoc assistance in defi ned projects. This 

database will be established through individual 

applications made by experts from Member 

States, supported by the relevant national 

authorities in food and feed safety, plant health 

and protection, and animal health and welfare.

Safeguarding independence 

To safeguard the independence of EFSA’s 

scientifi c work, internal rules and mechanisms 

are applied. For example, all members of the 

Management Board, the Advisory Forum, 

the Scientifi c Committee and Panels as well 

as the Executive Director and staff  must 

complete an annual ‘Declaration of Interests’.

In 2007, EFSA comprehensively updated 

the processes for handling ‘Declarations of 

Interests’. For consistency, each declaration 

contains detailed information on diff erent 

areas and activities that may be relevant. At 

the same time, a new procedure for identifying 

and handling potential confl icts of interest 

formalises how and when the information 

in such declarations is assessed, as well as 

how declared interests are considered and 

how possible actions should be taken. 
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Responding to urgent questions

Scientifi c advice is most often given by EFSA by 

way of a scientifi c opinion, which is adopted by 

the relevant Scientifi c Panel or by the Scientifi c 

Committee. Depending on the type of question, 

this procedure may take several months or 

even up to 1-2 years. However, questions that 

need immediate action or that are urgent, 

require a quick response. Measures to enhance 

EFSA’s responsiveness to urgent questions 

were proposed by the Scientifi c Committee 

and then adopted by the Management Board.

Two mechanisms are now in place to 

address urgent questions. The appropriate 

mechanism, based on the degree of urgency, 

is selected by EFSA’s Executive Director. 

>  A fast-track response in the form of 

a statement/opinion developed and 

adopted either by the relevant Scientifi c 

Panel or the Scientifi c Committee. 

>  A statement within days prepared by 

EFSA personnel. The Chair of the relevant 

Scientifi c Panel or the Scientifi c Committee 

shall be informed of the question and the 

process. Experts from the relevant Scientifi c 

Panel or Scientifi c Committee and/or any 

external experts may be consulted.

Towards improved quality of scientifi c output

High-quality, independent scientifi c 

advice is EFSA’s most critical commitment. 

Therefore, in 2007 the Scientifi c Committee 

proposed introducing a system to review 

the quality, objectivity and usefulness 

of EFSA’s scientifi c information.

This quality assurance system includes 

three components: self assessment, 

internal and external scientifi c review. 

This open and transparent review system 

will be applicable to all scientifi c activities. It 

will ensure that best scientifi c practices are 

followed and will help reassure the public 

that sound scientifi c advice is being provided 

to risk managers when they make decisions. 

The review system will be further developed 

for implementation in 2008 and 2009.
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Understanding science through dialogue 

with experts

EFSA Scientifi c Colloquia are aimed at achieving 

a better understanding of fundamental 

scientifi c issues in all areas of EFSA’s mission. 

They provide an excellent opportunity for an 

interactive exchange of expert views. Three 

Scientifi c Colloquia were held in 2007: 

>  Environmental Risk Assessment of 

Genetically Modifi ed Plants (June);

>  Nutrient Profi ling for Foods Bearing 

Nutrition and Health Claims (October);

>  Pest Risk Assessment - Science in Support 

of Phytosanitary Decision-Making in the 

European Community (December). ❚

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7
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In December 2006, the European Parliament and 

Council adopted Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006 

on the nutrition and health claims made about 

food. The so-called Claims Regulation establishes 

harmonised rules for the use of such claims 

(like “low fat”, “high fi bre” and “helps lower 

cholesterol”). The objective of the regulation is 

to ensure that any claim regarding nutrition and/

or health benefi ts made on a food label and/

or in advertising in the EU is clear, accurate and 

scientifi cally substantiated. This will protect 

consumers from misleading information and 

enable them to make informed and meaningful 

choices with respect to foods and drinks. 

EFSA is strongly involved in implementing the new 

regulation. The current role of the Authority is:

>  to assess whether claims about the health 

benefi ts of foods are scientifi cally reliable and 

justifi ed;

>  to give scientifi c advice on the setting of nutrient 

profi les, the nutritional requirements that foods 

in the market will need to comply with in order 

to bear nutrition and health claims.

Guidance document on health claims

An important step forward was made in 2007 by 

EFSA’s Panel on Dietetic products, Nutrition and 

Allergies. In July, following public consultation, 

guidance on the submission of health claims 

for authorisation was fi nalised and published. 

During consultations on the draft document, 

a technical meeting with representatives of 

EFSA’s Stakeholder Consultative Platform was 

held in June 2007. More than 300 comments 

were also received from stakeholders, academia 

and Member States through the EFSA website, 

all of which were considered by the panel in 

preparing the fi nal guidance. This consultation 

formed the basis of text changes that resulted in 

a more user-friendly document. In accordance 

with questions raised during the consultation, 

clarifi cations included the type of information 

required to substantiate health claims and the 

type of human and non-human studies to be 

considered. The document is intended to assist 

companies in submitting health claims for 

authorisation and addresses the composition of 

an application, outlining the type of scientifi c 

data to be submitted as well as how data should 

be organised. 

Work will continue in 2008, when applications 

for health claims will be assessed and scientifi c 

opinions provided. 
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Nutrition and 

health claims: 

major advances



Defi ning nutrient profi les

The panel also began preparing scientifi c advice 

on nutrient profi les for foods bearing nutrition 

and health claims. An EFSA Scientifi c Colloquium 

on the subject was held last October in Parma to 

provide a forum for an open exchange of views 

among experts from Member States, non-EU 

countries, academia, public health organisations, 

food manufacturers, consumer organisations, 

retailers and the European Commission. A 

scientifi c opinion on setting nutrient profi les for 

foods bearing nutrition and health claims has 

since been fi nalised and adopted in January 2008.
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H I G H L I G H T S  A N D  A C H I E V E M E N T S  2 0 0 7

Approximately 100 experts attended this EFSA 

colloquium. They examined a variety of issues, 

such as setting a single profi le for all foods 

or setting diff erent profi les for diff erent food 

categories. Further topics covered the choice 

and balance of nutrients to be included in the 

profi ling system, and the feasibility and testing of 

any proposed system. 

EFSA also collected food composition data 

from national and commercial sources for an 

EU-wide database of nutrient contents of foods 

for nutrient profi le testing that was then made 

available in March 2008. This database will be 

used by risk managers when developing and 

testing diff erent nutrient profi le schemes. ❚

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7
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EFSA’s GMO Panel is responsible not only for assessing the risks of 

applications before GMOs can be authorised for use within the EU, 

but also to provide offi  cial guidance on preparing and presenting 

GMO applications. Since risk assessment is a fast-evolving science, 

the approaches are reviewed continually to ensure the use of the 

most recent scientifi c methodologies and knowledge. For example, 

investigating the role of animal feeding trials for risk assessment 

of whole foods and environmental risk assessment methods were 

among the panel’s activities in 2007.

The role of animal feeding trials 

In September 2007, following public 

consultation by means of the EFSA website, 

the panel adopted a report on the role that 

animal feeding trials play in the safety and 

nutritional assessment of GM plants, and 

of food and feed derived from these plants. 

This document summarises the assessment 

procedures based on evaluations of numerous 

feeding studies. Assessment strategies are 

outlined, and recommendations are made on 

the conditions under which feeding studies 

of the whole GM plants should be considered. 

Such testing may be undertaken if based on the 

preceding molecular, compositional, phenotypic 

or agronomic analysis, if there are diff erences 

between the GM plant derived food and feed, 

and their conventional counterpart or if there are 

uncertainties about the potential for unintended 

eff ects resulting from the genetic modifi cation. 

The report was published in the scientifi c journal 

‘Food and Chemical Toxicology’ in March 2008.

GMOs - keeping risk assessment 

at the forefront of science
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Scientifi c Colloquium: Challenges and 

approaches of environmental risk assessment 

In June 2007, EFSA held a two-day Scientifi c 

Colloquium on the environmental risk 

assessment of GM plants. Approximately 100 

scientists and stakeholders from both EU and 

non-EU countries discussed approaches to 

environmental risk assessments in the light 

of current scientifi c thinking. Attention was 

paid to issues such as environmental fi tness, 

eff ects on non-target organisms, long-term 

and large-scale environmental eff ects, broader 

environmental considerations and the 

assessment of risk versus environmental benefi t. 

The current approach, as outlined in 

EFSA’s guidance document and taking into 

account internationally agreed case-specifi c 

requirements, was supported by the participants. 

It was recognised that the data and methods 

for environmental impact assessments need to 

be further developed, in particular for the risk 

assessment of potential eff ects that GM plants 

might have on non-target organisms. The panel 

considers this topic to be an important task for 

2008. In addition, the participants identifi ed 

post-market environmental monitoring as 

playing an important role in the determination 

of long-term eff ects of GM plants and in the 

testing of model predictions. An overview of 

the meeting’s discussions shall be published by 

EFSA in its series of scientifi c colloquia reports.   

Promoting harmonisation of risk assessment 

within Europe

In November 2007, a special meeting of EFSA’s 

Advisory Forum was held with GMO experts 

from national bodies and the GMO Panel to 

exchange experiences in GMO risk assessment 

approaches at national and European levels. The 

aims were to share and discuss details of national 

approaches and to table any divergences.

At the end of the discussion, most national 

experts agreed with EFSA’s approach for GMO 

risk assessment as described in the current 

Guidance Document. The forum succeeded 

in defi ning priorities for future developments 

on risk assessment and in identifying areas for 

further harmonisation. A report of the meeting 

was published online in January 2008. ❚
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An integrated approach, the assessment of 

animal welfare involves not only the Animal 

Health and Welfare Panel but also, when 

appropriate, other panels such as the Biological 

Hazards or Contaminants Panels. How EFSA 

panels collaborate on such cross-cutting issues 

can be appreciated by surveying the variety of 

systems of pig housing and husbandry, a major 

topic for EFSA in 2007. While the Animal Health 

and Welfare Panel focused on facets of animal 

diseases and welfare, the other two panels 

focused on aspects related to food safety. In 

2007, four opinions on this issue were adopted, 

three addressing aspects of animal health 

including diseases and welfare, and one dealing 

with food-borne diseases and food safety.

Future scientifi c tasks on animal welfare

In 2007 EFSA decided to develop guidelines 

and standardised working methodologies for 

risk assessments in animal welfare, together 

with assessing possible scientifi c indicators 

for welfare for the main farmed livestock 

species (i.e. cattle, fi sh, pigs, chicken broilers). 

The tasks related to these guidelines will end 

in 2009 and indicators intended to support 

risk managers in the future as a tool for farm 

animal welfare monitoring and control. ❚

The EU recognises that animals can experience 

pain and distress. It follows that animals should 

not be subjected to avoidable pain or suff ering 

and should be kept under conditions that fulfi l 

at least minimum welfare requirements. Animal 

welfare is not only an ethical issue but can 

also have a direct bearing on food safety. For 

example, stressed animals may become more 

susceptible to infections which may have an 

impact on animal health.

Animal health and welfare - 

a cross-cutting issue



EFSA’s current work on food colours was among 

the issues with the widest media impact. 

Particular attention was given to EFSA’s task to 

evaluate an opinion on the food colour Red 2G 

(E 128), which led to a ban of this colour. This is 

a good example of how risk assessors and risk 

managers work together in the EU to protect 

consumers from food risks.

The opinion on the food colour Red 2G was 

adopted by the Panel on food additives, 

fl avourings, processing aids and materials 

in contact with food on 5 July 2007 as a fi rst 

opinion in a series of re-evaluations currently 

undertaken by EFSA on the safety of food 

additives, authorised in the EU. The use of 

Red 2G, permitted only in certain breakfast 

sausages and burger meat, raised health 

concerns as the colour has been shown to 

be converted largely to aniline in the body. 

Based on animal studies and new scientifi c 

evidence, the panel concluded that aniline 

should be considered as a carcinogen and 

that aniline’s carcinogenic potential could 

be due to genetic damage in cells. The panel 

therefore concluded that the use of Red 2G 

should be regarded as a safety concern. Based 

on the opinion of the Panel, risk managers at 

the European Commission recommended that 

the substance no longer be used in foods. Due 

to this safety measure, the use of Red 2G in 

the EU was suspended on 28 July 2007, only 3 

weeks after the panel published its opinion. 

In addition to the re-evaluation of colours, 

EFSA was asked in September 2007 to provide 

scientifi c advice to the European Commission 

and EU Member States on a study conducted 

by the University of Southampton, (McCann, 

et al. (2007)). This study suggested a link 

between children’s behaviour and consumption 

of mixtures of certain food colours and a 

preservative. An ad hoc working group of 

the panel was set up involving experts in 

areas identifi ed as crucial for the evaluation. 

Seven experts specialising in child behaviour 

and statistics (from six European countries), 

toxicologists and a specialist in allergies from 

the Food Additives and Packaging (AFC), 

and Nutrition (NDA) Scientifi c Panels joined 

the working group. The UK Food Standards 

Agency, which commissioned the study, 

provided EFSA with the data required for the 

evaluation. The outcome of the assessment of 

this study was published in March 2008. EFSA’s 

AFC Panel concluded that the McCann study 

could not be used as the basis for altering 

existing Acceptable Daily Intakes, the amount 

of these substances that can be consumed 

daily over a lifetime without appreciable risk. ❚
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Re-evaluation of food colours shows

responsiveness of EU food safety system
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Following discussions in the Codex Alimentarius 

(the Joint FAO/WHO Commission which develops 

international food standards and guidelines), 

the European Commission asked EFSA for a 

scientifi c opinion on the maximum level for total 

afl atoxins in unprocessed almonds, hazelnuts 

and pistachios proposed internationally, which 

is higher than that currently in force in the EU. 

The Contaminants Panel was asked to advise 

on the potential increase in risks to consumer 

health associated with changing the current EU 

maximum level of 4 μg/kg for total afl atoxins in 

almonds, hazelnuts and pistachios to 8 or 10 μg/kg. 

These proposed international maximum levels of 

afl atoxins are aimed at facilitating worldwide trade.

In its opinion published in March 2007, the 

panel concluded that increasing the maximum 

levels of afl atoxins in these three nuts would 

have only minor eff ects on the expected total 

dietary exposure. This is because afl atoxins 

from these nuts only account for a few percent 

of the total exposure from all other sources. 

In addition, the panel stated that total dietary 

exposure to afl atoxins should be kept as low 

as reasonably achievable, and emphasised the 

importance of reducing the number of highly 

contaminated foods from entering the market 

as well as reducing exposure from food sources 

other than almonds, hazelnuts and pistachios. ❚

Afl atoxins are produced by moulds found in 

regions with hot, humid climates. They can 

contaminate tree nuts, groundnuts, fi gs and 

other dried fruits, spices, crude vegetable oils, 

cocoa beans and maize. Because afl atoxins are 

considered carcinogenic, the EU introduced 

regulations for these toxins in 1998 at levels 

considered to be as low as reasonably 

achievable.  

Aflatoxins in food: 
EFSA assesses new proposed maximum levels for 

almonds, hazelnuts and pistachios
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2.2  Communication – visibility, simplicity and coherence

redesigned and restructured website. For the 

website, user feedback from focus groups 

and user patterns (derived from analysis of 

web statistics) helped create a more thematic 

approach: its content is now signifi cantly more 

topic- and output-driven. Since simplicity 

was a key objective of the redesign, a more 

straightforward navigation was established 

and the written content is more user-friendly.

The new website represents an extensive 

pool of information: users can search for 

all scientifi c output, information on all 

EFSA events and meetings, EFSA staff  

members and declarations of interests for 

panel and working group members. 

In 2007, the site received almost 1.5 million 

visits with an average of over 150 000 visits 

per month and more than 440 000 visits in 

the fourth quarter. Over 17 500 subscribers 

receive EFSA’s electronic newsletter. 

EFSA continued to webstream its Management 

Board meetings in 2007. On average over 1500 

viewing sessions (live and on-demand) were 

registered per event. In November, the Scientifi c 

Forum and Food Safety Summit in Brussels were 

broadcast live on the EFSA website. Along with 

the presentations from speakers, links to the 

In 2007, EFSA made signifi cant progress in 

implementing the communications strategy 

adopted by the Management Board at the end 

of 2006. Following the Board’s recommendations, 

the Authority’s communications activities 

focused on:

>  building visibility for EFSA and 

its scientifi c expertise;

>  enhancing the clarity and relevance 

of EFSA’s risk communications;

>  promoting coherence in risk 

communications across Europe.

The overall objective of EFSA’s communications 

eff orts is to provide its target audiences 

and ultimately European consumers with 

clear, consistent, coherent and timely 

messages about food-related issues.

EFSA website re-launch 

The EFSA website continues to be the Authority’s 

main interface for communicating with 

outside parties and a key vehicle for ensuring 

transparency. Signifi cant re-development of 

the EFSA website, to optimise its usability led 

to the re-launch, on 4 September 2007, of a 

A new look for EFSA 

As EFSA has grown in stature, its corporate 

image became increasingly important. This 

drove the need for revising its initial visual 

identity. The launch of EFSA’s new corporate 

logo in March 2007 visibly heralded the 

launch of its 5-Year anniversary. EFSA is now 

developing corporate identity guidelines that 

will be delivered in 2008 to strengthen EFSA’s 

visual identity across all of its communications, 

making EFSA instantly recognisable to 

stakeholders and all interested parties. ❚

relevant videos-on-demand were made available 

on the site shortly afterwards. With 2368 viewing 

sessions registered during the three-day live 

broadcast, the event attracted viewers from 

38 countries. It was thus the biggest online 

broadcast event in the history of EFSA. 
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>  The Joint Research Centre (JRC) Open 

Day in Ispra, attended by approximately 

8000 people. The event off ered visitors 

an excellent opportunity to learn about 

science and its practical applications. EFSA 

had a stand at the event and organised 

educational activities for children.

Coherence in risk communications across Europe

Whilst providing independent scientifi c advice, 

EFSA works closely with the Commission and 

communications departments of national food 

safety agencies in Member States to promote the 

dissemination of consistent risk communications’ 

messages across the EU. In practice EFSA does 

this through regular meetings of, and cooperation 

with, the Advisory Forum Working Group on 

Communications (see “Promoting coherence in 

risk communications” p. 36), and ongoing dialogue 

with stakeholders and the European Commission.  ❚

 

EFSA reaches out to stakeholders and the 

broader public

The celebration of its 5-Year Anniversary 

provided EFSA with the opportunity to use 

new communication platforms to approach 

a broader audience with clear and targeted 

messages. The series of events included the 

Scientifi c Forum and Food Safety Summit 

in November in Brussels, seven joint 

events with Member States and a range of 

activities in Parma (for more information 

on EFSA’s 5-Year Anniversary see p. 38).

EFSA also participated in two public 

events to celebrate the 50th anniversary 

of the Treaty of Rome in May:

>  The Open Doors Day, an annual initiative of 

European Institutions on the premises of the 

European Commission in Brussels, attracted 

approximately 80 000 visitors in 2007.

Increased media impact

Further strengthening media relations is a 

priority for EFSA. In 2007, EFSA’s press offi  ce 

targeted the media as a key audience, using 

a multi-channel communications approach. 

Seven press conferences were organised and 

attended by 147 journalists. In addition, 24 

press releases and statements, 39 web news 

stories and 37 news alerts were published, 

covering corporate developments and scientifi c 

activities. Relationships with journalists 

throughout Europe were strengthened and the 

network of associated journalists was enlarged. 

More than 400 requests from European and 

international media is proof of EFSA’s growing 

importance as a source of information.

2007 saw approximately 7194 articles and 

audiovisual press coverage as a result of EFSA’s 

media activities. This is a 49% increase in EFSA-

related media coverage compared to 2006, 

most of which was dedicated to its scientifi c 

work. 81% of articles covered scientifi c issues, 

while the remainder addressed corporate 

topics. Cloning, GMO and food colours were 

among the most-reported topics and many 

new media contacts resulted from activities 

related to EFSA’s 5-Year anniversary.
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Cooperation between EU Member States 

and EFSA is key to the overall success of 

the European food safety system and to 

increasing consumer confi dence. Resources 

can be allocated more appropriately, work 

programmes coordinated more effi  ciently and 

activities performed more economically. This 

promotes clear and consistent information, 

and increases the coherence of scientifi c 

risk assessments and communications. 

Implementing EFSA’s Strategy for Cooperation 

and Networking between EFSA and the 

EU Member States, was a major milestone 

in cooperation with the Member States in 

2007. The cooperation strategy, adopted 

by the Management Board in December 

2006, aimed at strengthening the exchange 

of information on risk assessment and 

risk communications in Europe. 

The strategy has four pillars: 

>  Establishing systems for collecting 

and rapidly exchanging scientifi c data 

between Member States and EFSA, for 

more effi  cient scientifi c cooperation. 

>  Sharing of best risk assessment practices 

so that more coherent risk management 

strategies can be developed.

>  Harmonising methodologies for risk 

assessment to enhance confi dence 

in all scientifi c assessments 

conducted throughout Europe.

>  Promoting coherence in risk communications 

to inspire greater consumer confi dence. 

Making it work

EFSA’s Advisory Forum is the core of cooperation 

between EFSA and EU Member States. It 

connects EFSA with the national food safety 

authorities in all 27 EU Member States. Its 

members represent each national body 

responsible for risk assessment in the EU 

and include observers from Norway, Iceland, 

Switzerland and the European Commission. 

The Advisory Forum met quarterly in 

2007 to exchange scientifi c data and to 

avoid duplication by coordinating risk 

communications activities, messages and work. 

To further enhance communication between 

members of the Advisory Forum, an extranet 

was created for sharing documentation. 

Endorsement of the cooperation strategy was 

the main topic of the Advisory Forum in 2007. 

It also addressed issues such as botanicals 

and GMO risk assessment, with a special 

Forum meeting in November with GM risk 

assessment experts (see “GMO - keeping risk 

assessment at the forefront of science”, p. 26).
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2.3  Strengthening cooperation with Member States

Meeting of the EFSA 

Advisory Forum in 

Parma, January 2008
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Extract from Article 36 of 

EFSA’s Founding Regulation

“The Authority shall promote the European 

networking of organisations operating in 

the fi elds within the Authority’s mission. The 

aim of such networking is, in particular, to 

facilitate a scientifi c cooperation framework 

by the coordination of activities, the 

exchange of information, the development 

and implementation of joint projects, the 

exchange of expertise and best practices in 

the fi elds within the Authority’s mission.

The Management Board, acting on a proposal 

from the Executive Director, shall draw up a list 

to be made public of competent organisations 

designated by the Member States which may 

assist the Authority, either individually or 

in networks, with its mission. The Authority 

may entrust to these organisations certain 

tasks, in particular preparatory work for 

scientifi c opinions, scientifi c and technical 

assistance, collection of data and identifi cation 

of emerging risks. Some of these tasks 

may be eligible for fi nancial support.” ❚

Title of call
Amount of 

EFSA grant (€)

Quantitative microbiological risk assessment on 

Salmonella in slaughter and breeder pigs
797,532

Project to assess current approaches and knowledge with a 

view to develop a Guidance Document for pesticide exposure 

assessment for workers, operators, bystanders and residents

90,000

Post-market monitoring of feed additives 20,000

Support to complete EFSA’s Food Consumption Concise Database 190,301

Development of a standard food classifi cation and sample 

description system for chemical occurrence data storage’
145,000

Project to develop Animal Welfare Risk Assessment 

Guidelines on Stunning and Killing 
149,678

Scientifi c reviews on Classical Swine Fever (CSF), African Swine 

Fever (ASF) and African Horse Sickness (AHS), and evaluation of the 

distribution of arthropod vectors and their potential for transmitting 

exotic or emerging vector-borne animal diseases and zoonoses

150,000

Development of harmonised schemes for monitoring and 

reporting of Echinococcus, Trichinella, Cystericus and Sarcocystis 

in animals and foodstuff s in the European Union

180,000

TOTAL 1,722,511

Overview of 2007 Article 36 grants agreements 



Two working groups of the Advisory Forum 

are addressing issues of major importance: 

the Communications Working Group on risk 

communication issues (see also “Coherence in 

risk communications across Europe”, p. 32) and 

the Information Technology Working Group. The 

latter works with the IT departments of national 

food safety agencies to identify ways of using 

IT tools to support information exchange and 

collaboration within the EU food safety network. 

Scientifi c cooperation - a top priority for EFSA

Scientifi c cooperation is a top priority for 

EFSA as can by seen by EFSA´s new structure. 

In 2007 a Scientifi c Cooperation Unit aimed 

at optimising scientifi c collaboration was 

established whilst the Scientifi c Committee 

continues to oversee the strategic part of 

cooperation. The Unit’s mandate is to foster 

cooperation between national food safety 

authorities/agencies, and EFSA, which includes 

tasks such as maintaining the Article 36 database 

of organisations permitted to work on behalf 

of EFSA, facilitating EFSA Scientifi c Cooperation 

Working Groups on subjects of interest to 

Member States, ensuring good information 

exchange on scientifi c issues, and assisting 

in the preparation of scientifi c colloquia.
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Closer scientifi c ties to harmonise risk 

assessments in the EU

To establish “Good Risk Assessment Practice” 

through harmonised risk assessment in Europe 

requires scientifi c cooperation. To achieve this, 

several criteria have to be fulfi lled: a good cross-

cut of experts must be involved, sound and 

harmonised selection procedures for experts 

need to be established, harmonised methods 

need to be in place and coherent criteria for 

data evaluation must be set. Together with 

Member States, EFSA is promoting projects 

aimed at fulfi lling these criteria in Europe. 

Such projects include establishing a database 

of scientifi c experts and the European wide 

collection of food consumption data. The 

Steering Group on Cooperation, set up in 

March 2007 is also helping to guide scientifi c 

cooperation. It is composed of members of 

the Advisory Forum, representatives of the 

Scientifi c Committee and EFSA scientifi c staff . 

By the end of 2007, seven EFSA Scientifi c 

Cooperation (ESCO) Working Groups had 

received a mandate for cooperation projects. 

These Working Groups include experts from 

the Scientifi c Committee and Scientifi c 

Panels, the Advisory Forum, experts from 

Member States and EFSA scientifi c staff . 

The scientifi c process can be accelerated 

by incorporating other resources and 

scientifi c expertise for specifi c issues.
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EFSA Scientifi c Cooperation 

Working Groups started in 2007 on:

>  Fostering harmonised risk assessment 

approaches 

>  Safety assessment of botanicals and 

botanical preparations 

>  Risks and benefi ts of fortifying foods with 

folic acid 

>  Horizon scanning to identify emerging food 

safety risks 

>  Harmonisation of chemical occurrence data 

collection in food and feed 

>  Food consumption data collection 

>  Setting up a database of scientifi c experts in 

Europe to assist EFSA ❚
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National Focal Points – EFSA in the Member States

As part of the cooperation strategy, a network 

of national “Focal Points” will serve as a relay 

contact between EFSA and national authorities. 

At the end of 2007, 18 Member States had 

already signed a national Focal Point agreement 

with EFSA. The remaining agreements are 

under preparation and will follow in 2008.

The Focal Points will support their national 

Advisory Forum Member to gather data and 

transfer information between EFSA and relevant 

bodies to keep Advisory Forum Members 

informed of national risk assessment and 

scientifi c developments in their country. The 

network of Focal Points will coordinate the 

information exchange with risk assessment 

institutes in Member States and improve 

the cooperation between national food 

safety authorities/agencies and EFSA. 

Promoting coherence in risk communications 

Through the Advisory Forum Working 

Group on Communications EFSA works 

with the communications departments of 

national food safety agencies to build a more 

collaborative and informed approach to 

communicating risks in the food chain and to 

promote coherence of food safety messages 

across the Community. As with many EFSA 

activities, the Working Group also includes 

European Commission representatives as 

EFSA continues to forge even closer bonds 

with European Institutions and agencies.

In 2007, the Working Group met four 

times. To benefi t from actual experiences 

in addressing signifi cant communications 

challenges and to develop best practices 

in dealing with them, a new agenda item 

was added to every meeting. A member 

outlined the case history of a signifi cant issue 

or incident, the way in which it was handled, 

and the lessons learnt from it. In addition, 

during the year a task force of the Working 

Group examined the issue of misinformation 

in the media and fi nalised guidelines to 

assist members in defi ning best approaches 

on how to most appropriately respond to 

inaccurate reporting around “food scares”.

EFSA began several new initiatives. For example, 

“Moving together – News on European food 

safety cooperation” is a new newsletter to 

promote the strategy of cooperation and 

networking endorsed by the Advisory Forum. The 

newsletter focuses on scientifi c issues in food and 

feed risk assessment, highlighting synergies and 

scientifi c cooperation among Member States. The 

fi rst issue was published in December 2007. ❚
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Dialogue with its institutional partners, 

international organisations and stakeholders 

is of major importance for EFSA. In 2007 

the Authority, in line with the 2006 

recommendations of its Management 

Board, created stronger ties to its European 

stakeholders and key international players. 

Maintaining close dialogue with European 

institutions and agencies

EFSA built on a closer working relationship 

with the European Commission on priorities 

and workload as well as with the European 

Parliament to support its work. Further 

contact and support to risk managers in 

Member States were also seen as crucial. 

European Commission colleagues were 

involved to the fullest extent possible in 

its scientifi c meetings, the Advisory Forum 

and the Stakeholder Consultative Platform 

as well as through regular meetings.

EFSA increased its interaction with the European 

Parliament in 2007 to ensure that enquiries by 

parliamentarians and the support from EFSA 

were fully aligned. The European Parliament 

continuously received a comprehensive 

overview of all of EFSA’s activities. 

Continuous information exchange was further 

enhanced by the appointment of contact MEPs 

for the EU Agencies and a liaison MEP for EFSA. 

Close contacts were maintained especially with 

the European Parliament’s Committee for  the 

Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

(ENVI Committee). In two meetings with the 

ENVI Committee, EFSA’s Executive Director 

presented the work programmes for 2007 and 

2008. EFSA’s liaison offi  cers with the European 

Parliament and EFSA’s scientifi c offi  cers regularly 

attended the meetings of the environment, 

agriculture and budgetary Committees. EFSA’s 

activities in the area of GMOs and the TSE 

risks of feeding fi shmeal to ruminants were 

among many scientifi c topics which were 

presented to the European Parliament.

During 2007, EFSA liaised closely with the 2007 

EU Presidencies of Germany and Portugal, 

and regularly visited the presiding Member 

State. At the invitation of the Presidencies, 

EFSA participated in meetings of Council 

Working Parties to explain EFSA’s role in food 

and feed safety, and to provide technical 

and scientifi c assistance to Member State 

representatives. The German Presidency 

invited EFSA’s Executive Director to address 

EU Permanent Representatives in June 

2007. She made use of this opportunity 

to present the Authority’s strategy for 

scientifi c cooperation and networking with 

Member States. In preparation for 2008, EFSA 

initiated dialogue with the upcoming EU 

Presidencies for 2008, Slovenia and France.

EFSA continued to work with other EU Agencies, 

in particular, with the European Medicines 

Agency (EMEA), the European Centre for Disease 

Prevention and Control (ECDC), the European 

Chemicals Agency (ECHA) and the European 

Environment Agency (EEA) on issues of common 

interest to ensure appropriate collaboration and 

exchanges. EFSA has developed close working 

links with EMEA on feed additives, botanicals 

and botanical preparations, nutrition and health 

claims, GMOs and assessment of veterinary 

drug residues and is preparing to formalise its 

cooperation. During 2007, EFSA developed 

working groups with the ECDC in relation to 

zoonoses, and the yearly Community Summary 

Report on Trends and Sources of Zoonoses and 

Foodborne outbreaks was prepared jointly. 
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2.4  Partner of the food safety community
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During 2007, EFSA organised a series of high-profi le activities to celebrate its key 

achievements to date during its fi rst fi ve years and its role in the European food 

safety system. 

As well as looking back, the 5-Year Anniversary also looked forward to future 

challenges in European food safety. These activities also illustrated to key target 

audiences how risk assessment, and EFSA in particular, continues to play its part 

in improving food safety in the EU and in helping to restore consumer confi dence 

in European food safety since the major food safety crises of the late 1990s.
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Parma Week, 1-7 October 2007

A Scientifi c Symposium on Food Safety, Nutrition 

and Nanotechnology, organised in cooperation 

with the University of Parma to foster dialogue 

with the Italian scientifi c community, and 

enhance awareness of EFSA’s activities and its 

role in Europe. Around 260 scientists attended.

‘Open doors’ at EFSA’s offi  cial seat of 

in the Palazzo Ducale attracted over 

600 people. The formal highlight was a 

ceremony in Palazzo Ducale attended 

by approximately 150 representatives of 

European, national and local institutions.

In addition, almost 2000 people visited the EFSA 

exhibition and information stand in the centre 

of Parma aimed specifi cally at the public. 

Taking stock, looking forward – 

EFSA’s 5-Year anniversary 



Working together with Member States

EFSA organised a series of events jointly with 

national authorities - a workshop in the UK 

(March), round-tables and workshops in Italy 

(June), Slovakia (June), Romania (September) 

and Portugal (September). Based on the good 

response, more joint events will be held in 2008.

EFSA attended events by the Spanish Food 

Safety Authority, the German Federal Institute 

for Risk Assessment, and the Dutch Food 

and Consumer Product Safety Authority that 

also celebrated their 5-Year anniversaries. ❚
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Brussels Week, 19-23 November 2007

“From safe food to healthy diets”: A two-

day Scientifi c Forum allowed participants to 

review achievements and to discuss current 

challenges and emerging risks in food 

safety and risk assessment like cloning and 

nanotechnology. 500 scientists, decision-

makers and stakeholders from more than 

40 countries attended the Forum.

The European Food Safety Summit, jointly 

organised by EFSA, the Portuguese Presidency 

and the European Commission, was attended by 

over 300 decision-makers from Member States, 

EU Institutions, international organisations 

and non-EU partner countries, together with 

stakeholders from industry, retail,  consumer 

organisations, environmental and other NGOs. 

An exhibition at the European Parliament to 

inform parliamentarians and visitors about 

EFSA’s activities. Several hundred people 

visited. The European Parliament’s President, 

Hans-Gert Pöttering, opened the exhibition 

and emphasised the importance attached by 

the European Parliament to the role of EFSA in 

the European food and feed safety network.
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Logos of some of the national agencies with which EFSA organised joint events in 2007.
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Strengthening dialogue with stakeholders

Relationships with stakeholders were 

intensifi ed during 2007. The EFSA Stakeholder 

Consultative Platform met twice and 

set up temporary working groups to 

address issues such as transparency in risk 

assessment and how to consult the public. 

EFSA organised two dedicated technical 

meetings in 2007 with representatives from 

stakeholder groups, experts from EFSA’s 

Scientifi c Committee, EFSA Panels and EFSA 

staff : the fi rst, in June, addressed the draft 

guidance on nutritional and health claims 

with the Stakeholder Consultative Platform 

and the second, in October, discussed the 

risk assessment of feed additives (for more 

on feed additives see p. XXX). Members of 

the Stakeholder Platform were invited to 

participate in EFSA’s scientifi c colloquia held 

during 2007. Further technical meetings 

have been scheduled for 2008 and will 

focus on such issues of particular interest 

to stakeholders as: cloning, fi sh welfare, 

and transparency in risk assessment.

There was greater interaction between EFSA 

and consumer groups and their representatives. 

In particular, EFSA’s Executive Director 

presented the priorities and challenges of the 

Authority for the coming year to the Trans-

Atlantic Consumer Dialogue (TACD) during 

their annual meeting in Brussels in March and 

to the European Consumers’ Organisation 

(BEUC) General Assembly in November 2007. 

An internationally trusted Authority

In 2007 EFSA forged deeper contacts with 

key international partners. This ensures that 

recognition of EFSA’s support to European food 

and feed laws, through its risk assessments, is 

increasingly global. It also ensures that EFSA 

has access to the best information and science 

worldwide for conducting its risk assessments.

EFSA collaborated with international 

organisations such as OIE, WHO and FAO, and 

shared information and experience. Projects 

included data collection and the assessment of 

global scientifi c issues within the remit of EFSA.

On 2 July in Brussels, EFSA and the US Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA) signed a 

statement on confi dentiality arrangements to 

facilitate the sharing of non-public information. 

Following this agreement, EFSA and FDA held 

a technical meeting in November in Parma. The 

agenda focused on scientifi c subjects common 

to both agencies, such as the approaches 

to risk assessment of nanoscience and 

nanotechnologies, risk assessment of animal 

cloning and aspartame. Similar agreements 

are currently underway with the Food Safety 

Commission of Japan, the agency of Food 

Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) and 

the New Zealand Food Safety Authority.

EFSA played an important role in the 

European Commission’s delegations to 

the Codex Alimentarius’ meetings – the 

joint FAO/WHO Commission that develops 

international food standards and guidelines. 

Pre-accession countries preparing for the future

As part of EU eff orts to integrate candidate 

and pre-accession countries into the work 

of EFSA, the Authority managed the Pre-

accession Programme for Croatia and Turkey 

during 2007 in the fi eld of food and feed 

safety matters. EFSA assisted the food safety 

authorities in Turkey and Croatia in building 

expertise in risk assessment and supported 

related activities as they prepare to join the EU. 
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Stakeholder Consultative 

Platform in Parma, 

April 2007
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Within this Programme, ten seminars and 

four Project Steering Committee meetings 

with national authorities and stakeholders 

were organised with an average of 40 

participants per meeting. Experts from Turkey 

and Croatia participated as observers in 62 

EFSA workshops, colloquia, conferences 

and meetings, including those of the 

Management Board and Advisory Forum. 

The meetings included close contacts with 

stakeholder groups. Along with several 

Member States, representatives from the two 

new Member States Romania and Bulgaria 

were particularly invited to share with Turkish 

and Croatian stakeholders the views of “new 

Member States” and the lessons learnt as they 

prepared to become members of the EU. 

Integration into EFSA’s local environment

In 2007 EFSA continued to strengthen the 

collaborative relations with authorities in Italy 

locally, provincially, regionally, and nationally. 

The Liaison Committee – comprised of 

representatives of the municipality, province, 

region, Ministry of Health, School for Europe, 

prefect, and other local institutions and chaired 

by EFSA’s Executive Director – met in 2007 

to discuss, among other issues, transport 

facilities in Parma and the organisation of 

events related to EFSA’s 5-Year Anniversary. 

The Authority continued to liaise closely with the 

Europass offi  ce, which includes representatives 

from the region, province of Emilia Romagna, the 

Chamber of Commerce, the Regional Union of 

Chamber of Commerce in Emilia Romagna and 

regional universities. Europass has two main tasks: 

to support EFSA in developing close relationships 

within the territory, and to help EFSA staff  and 

families integrate in Parma. In 2007, EFSA launched 

a cycle of conferences under the title “Shall we 

talk about food safety?” to better familiarise 

Italians with EFSA’s work. At round-tables Italian 

scientists and EFSA experts discussed topics 

such as animal health, nutrition, contaminants 

and mycotoxins at well-attended meetings.

In collaboration with Europass and the 

Emilia Romagna Region EFSA organised a 

regional school competition with the title 

“Communicate the importance of a healthy 

diet: security, quality and correct nutrition”. 

The prize was awarded in 2008. ❚
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9th of May celebrations 

in Parma, 2007
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Almost half of the executed budget (€22.9 million, 48%) 

represented personnel expenses, which were committed to 

the level of 95%. The diff erence was partly due to a decrease of 

the salary level in Italy, voted by the Council in late December.

Infrastructure – building, equipment and miscellaneous 

operation expenditures – accounted for 19% of the 

executed budget (€9.2 million). Its 98% execution 

rate came close to the planned spending.

Operational expenditures include scientifi c contracts or 

subventions, external relations and risk communication 

and their related meeting costs. They represent 32% 

(€15.3 million) of the executed budget. Operational 

expenditure was up to 81%. The underspend was due 

to less being spent on scientifi c meetings, and on 

scientifi c contracts and grants than anticipated.

The activity-based budgeting shows that, like in 2006, 

more than two thirds of the budget was allocated to the 

scientifi c work of EFSA. The largest share (47%) belonged 

to activities providing scientifi c opinion and advice to 

the European Commission, the European Parliament and 

Member States. 18% was dedicated to activities to enhance 

risk assessment methodologies in Europe. Activities related 

to communicating scientifi c advice and dialogue between 

interested parties increased signifi cantly, representing 

16% of the executed budget (2006: 9%). At the same the 

share of activities relating to management and providing 

administrative support decreased to 19% (2006: 25%).

The payment rate increased to 74% (2006: 71%) with 

€38.8 million of the total appropriations being paid. €8.7 

million or 18% will be carried forward for payment in 

2008. The carry-forward rate decreased by comparison 

to 2006 when €7.9 million (22%) of the executed 

budget was carried over for payment in 2007. ❚

In 2007, EFSA made major progress in 

executing its planned expenditure for 

2007. As a result, EFSA’s commitments 

increased by 30% compared to 2006, 

now reaching €47.4 million (2006: €36.4 

million). In 2007, the €52.2 million 

available budget (including the Pre-

accession programme in 2007) had an 

execution rate of 91% (2006: 90%).
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Budget 

by activity (M€)
2007 Execution 2007 Budget 2007/budget

1 22.4 25.2 89%

2 8.5 9.1 93%

3 7.6 8.6 89%

4 8.9 9.3 96%

TOTAL 47.4 52.2 91%

Budget by Activity Activity 1

47% 

  Activity 2

18%

 Activity 3

16%

Activity 4

19%

Activity 1:  Provide scientifi c opinion and advice to 

the European Commission, the European 

Parliament and the Member States

Activity 2:  Enhance risk assessment 

methodologies in Europe

Activity 3:  Communicate scientifi c advice and 

dialogue with interested parties

Activity 4:  Manage and provide 

administrative support
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Activity
Commitment 

appropriations

Executed 

commitments

% 

committed
Payments % paid RAL

Activity 1 25,223,270 22,381,694 89% 18,847,971 75% 3,533,723

Activity 2 9,118,726 8,452,512 93% 6,611,218 73% 1,841,294

Activity 3 8,630,753 7,650,952 89% 5,496,543 64% 2,154,409

Activity 4 9,234,558 8,902,334 96% 7,836,115 85% 1,066,219

TOTAL 52,207,306 47,387,493 91% 38,791,848 74% 8,595,645

Activity 1 Activity 2 Activity 3 Activity 4

ABB execution 2007

30,000,000

25,000,000

20,000,000

15,000,000

10,000,000

5,000,000

0

A i i 1 A i i 3

■ Commitment appropriations

■ Executed commitments

■ Payments
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To ensure that EFSA meets its primary objectives of protecting 

the health of the European consumer and assuring the 

safety of the food and feed chain, in 2008 EFSA will:

1.  Streamline its procedures and adapt its working 

practices to meet its target outputs of scientifi c opinions 

and statements to the highest quality standards; 

2.  Increase its presence and visibility in the Member 

States to consolidate the network of national 

bodies essential for exercising its mandate.

In addition, the positioning of EFSA in the international food 

safety environment is important to develop recognition for 

its work with the international risk assessment community.

Likely new challenges for 2008 will include nanoparticles 

in food, animal cloning and the application of qualifi ed 

presumption of safety in microbiological risk assessment.

EFSA will further enhance its internal systems to manage 

and promote the principles of transparency, openness 

and independence. 2008 will see several administrative 

challenges in managing the growing human resources 

and fully implementing the internal control standards 

needed to achieve sound fi nancial management. 

More than two-thirds of EFSA’s budget of €66.4m will 

be used to provide scientifi c opinions and advice, 

and to enhance risk assessment methodologies.

Communication will continue to be a critical function 

of the Authority and the priorities for 2008 will be 

to promote the coherence, simplicity and visibility 

of EFSA’s communication activities, and to further 

develop tools to evaluate their impact. ❚
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Unit

Section

Directorate

E F S A  O R G A N I G R A M M E

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7

MANAGEMENT BOARD

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ACCOUNTS

RISK ASSESSMENT

R. Maijala

ADMINISTRATION

A. Maviel-Sonet

FINANCE

LIBRARY

ARCHIVES

F.  Monnar t

INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY

T.  Beni f lah

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
&

ADVISORY FORUM

D.  L iem

OFFICE  OF THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR & MANAGEMENT  

BOARD

G.  Gizz i  

FOOD ADDITIVES
& PACKAGING (AFC)

FEED ADDITIVES
(FEEDAP)

D.  Spyropoulos

   (ad inter im) C.  Roncancio  Pena

BIOLOGICAL
HAZARDS (BIOHAZ)

M.  Hugas

ANIMAL HEALTH 
& WELFARE

(AHAW)

GENETICALLY
MODIFIED 

ORGANISMS (GMO)
P.  Bergman
(ad inter im)J.  Serratosa Vi lagel iu

NUTRITION
(NDA)

J.  K le iner

(ad inter im)

CONTAMINANTS
(CONTAM)

C.  Heppner

PLANT PROTECTION
PRODUCTS (PPR)

M.  Dunier-Thomann

PLANT HEALTH
(PLH)

E .  Ceglarsk a

H. Deluyker

SCIENTIFIC  
COOPERATION

DATA COLLECTION
EXPOSURE

PESTICIDES
(PRAPeR)

Post  accepted

COMMUNICATIONS

A.-L. Gassin

PRESS OFFICE

WEB

Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle

QUALITY MANAGEMENT

ZOONOSES
(Data Collection)

P.  Makela

EMERGING 
RISKS

PUBLIC INFORMA-
TION & EVENTS

ASSESSMENT
METHODOLOGY

D.  Ver loo 

(ad inter im)

H.  Koëter

FACILITIES

M.  Spizz i
(ad inter im)

S.  Fabiansson S.  Pagani

M.  Nocca

C.  Bul ler

B.  Berger

A.  Van I mpe

INTERNAL AUDIT

Y.  G amming 

C.  M ajewsk i

SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION & ASSISTANCE

H. Deluyker

STRATEGY & PROSPECTIVE

SPECIAL ADVISER

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Post  Accepted

LEGAL & 
POLICY AFFAIRS 

C.  Reunis
Data Protection

HUMAN
RESOURCES

Post  Accepted

P.  Pinhal

D.  Detken
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L I S T  O F  A D O P T E D  O P I N I O N S  2 0 0 7

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7

Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.24 Revision 1 (FGE24Rev1): Pyridine, pyrrole, indole and quinoline 

derivatives from chemical group 28

adopted by written 

procedure

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 08 (FGE08): Aliphatic and alicyclic mono-, di-, tri-, and polysulphides with or 

without additional oxygenated functional groups from chemical group 20.

adopted by written 

procedure in 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to the 14th list of substances for food contact materials: 18455, 18457 for the composing monomers - 

Silicon dioxide coating (SiOx) formed from monomers hexamethyldisiloxane and examethyldisilazane

6-7 February 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with 

food (AFC) related to the 14th list of substances for food contact materials: 38875 Bis (2,6-diisopropylphenyl)

carbodiimide

6-7 February 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to the 14th list of substances for food contact materials: 89120 (stearic acid, butyl ester) & 70480 

(palmitic acid, butyl ester) Non-defi ned mixture of 40-60% stearic acid, butyl ester and 60-40% palmitic acid, butyl 

ester

6-7 February 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food on 

Flavouring Group Evaluation 6 Revision 1 (FGE.06Rev1): Straight- and branched-chain aliphatic unsaturated primary 

alcohols, aldehydes, carboxylic acids, and esters from chemical groups 1 and 4 (Commission Regulation (EC) No 

1565/2000 of 18 July 2000)

7 February 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 50 (FGE.50): Consideration of pyrazine derivatives evaluated by JECFA (57th 

meeting) structurally related to pyrazine derivatives evaluated by EFSA in FGE.17 (2005) (Commission Regulation 

(EC) No 1565/2000 of 18 July 2000)

7 February 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 21 (FGE21): Thiazoles, thiophene, thiazoline and thienyl derivatives from 

chemical group 29. Miscellaneous substances from chemical group 30. (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1565/2000 

of 18 July 2000)

8 February 2007
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Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to Calcium, iron, magnesium, potassium and zinc L-pidolate as sources for calcium, iron, magnesium, 

potassium and zinc added for nutritional purposes to food supplements and to foods intended for particular 

nutritional uses

20 March 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to Calcium as source for Calcium added for nutritional purposes to food supplements and to foods 

intended for particular nutritional uses 

20 March 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to  Magnesium as source for Magnesium added for nutritional purposes to food supplements and to 

foods intended for particular nutritional uses

20 March 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to  Zinc pidolate as source for Zinc added for nutritional purposes to food supplements and to foods 

intended for particular nutritional uses

20 March 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to substances in foods for particular nutritional uses and food supplements : Iron pidolate
20 March 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to substances in foods for particular nutritional uses and food supplements : Zinc pidolate
20 March 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 3 (FGE.03Rev1): Acetals of branched- and straight-chain aliphatic saturated 

primary alcohols and branched- and straight-chain saturated or unsaturated aldehydes, an ester of a hemiacetal 

and an orthoester of formic acid, from chemical groups 1, 2 & 4 (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1565/2000 of 18 

July 2000)

18 April 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 11 (FGE.11Rev1): Aliphatic dialcohols, diketones, and hydroxyketones from 

chemical group 10

18 April 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with 

Food (AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 12 (FGE 12Rev1): Primary saturated or unsaturated alicyclic alcohols, 

aldehydes and esters from chemical group 7

18 April 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to Calcium ascorbate with a content of threonate for use as a source of vitamin C in food supplements
17 April 2007

L I S T  O F  A D O P T E D  O P I N I O N S  2 0 0 7
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Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to an application on the use of ethyl lauroyl arginate as a food additive
17 April 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to D-alpha-tocopheryl polyethylene glycol 1000 succinate (TPGS) in use for food for particular 

nutritional purposes

18 April 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation  14 (FGE14Rev1): Phenethyl alcohol, aldehyde, acetal, a carboxylic acid and 

related esters.

16 May  2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 16 (FGE16Rev1): Aromatic ketones
16 May  2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation  54 (FGE.54): Consideration of 36 benzyl derivates evaluated by JECFA (57th 

meeting)

16 May  2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 55 (FGE.55): Consideration of phenyl-substituted aliphatic alcohols and 

related aldehydes and esters evaluated by JECFA (63rd meeting) structurally related to phenethyl alcohol, aldehyde, 

esters and related phenylacetic acid esters evaluated by EFSA in FGE.14 (2005) and aryl-substituted saturated and 

unsaturated primary alcohol/aldehyde/acid/ester derivatives evaluated by EFSA in FGE.15 (2005) (Commission 

Regulation (EC) No 1565/2000 of 18 July 2000)

16 May  2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 51 (FGE.51): 13 alicyclic ketones and secondary alcohols and related esters 

evaluated by JECFA (59th meeting)

16 May  2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 53 (FGE.53) Consideration of phenethyl alcohol, aldehyde, acid and related 

acetals and esters evaluated by JECFA (59th meeting) structurally related to phenethyl alcohol, aldehyde, esters 

and related phenylacetic acid esters evaluated by EFSA in FGE.14 (2005) and one phenoxyethyl ester evaluated in 

FGE.23 (2006)

15 May 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food on 

the Smoke Flavouring Primary Product – FF-B
7 June 2007



54 A N N E X  I I

Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with 

Food (AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 52 (FGE.52): Consideration of hydroxy- and alkoxy-substituted benzyl 

derivatives evaluated by JECFA (57th meeting) structurally related to benzyl alcohols, benzaldehydes, a related 

acetal, benzoic acids, and related esters evaluated by EFSA in FGE.20 (2005) (Commission Regulation (EC) No 

1565/2000 of 18 July 2000)

3 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 59 (FGE.59): Consideration of aliphatic and aromatic ethers evaluated by 

JECFA (61st meeting) structurally related to aliphatic, alicyclic and aromatic ethers including anisole derivatives 

evaluated by EFSA in FGE.23 (2006) (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1565/2000 of 18 July 2000)

3 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 61 (FGE.61): Consideration of seven aliphatic acyclic acetals evaluated by 

JECFA (57th meeting) structurally related to 41 acetals of branched- and straight-chain aliphatic saturated primary 

alcohols and branched- and straight-chain saturated aldehydes, and one orthoester of formic acid evaluated by 

EFSA in FGE.03 (2004).

3 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.62: Consideration of 19 linear and branched-chain aliphatic unsaturated, 

unconjugated alcohols, aldehydes, acids and related esters evaluated by JECFA (61st meeting) structurally related to 

esters of 23 branched- and straight-chain aliphatic saturated primary alcohols and of one secondary alcohol, and 24 

branched- and straight-chain unsaturated carboxylic acids evaluated by EFSA in FGE.05 (2005)

3 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.63: Consideration of 12 aliphatic secondary alcohols, ketones and related 

esters evaluated by JECFA (59th meeting) structurally related to 35 saturated and unsaturated aliphatic secondary 

alcohols, ketones and esters of secondary alcohols and saturated linear or branched-chain carboxylic acids 

evaluated by EFSA in FGE.07 (2005).

3 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 2, Revision 1 (FGE.02Rev1): Branched- and straight-chain aliphatic saturated 

primary alcohols and related esters of primary alcohols and straight-chain carboxylic acids and one straight-chain 

aldehyde from chemical groups 1 and 2 (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1565/2000 of 18 July 2000)

3 July 2007

AFC

"Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 58 (FGE.58) Consideration of phenol derivatives evaluated by JECFA (55th 

meeting) structurally related to ring substituted phenolic substances evaluated by EFSA in FGE.22 (2006)

3 Juily 2007

L I S T  O F  A D O P T E D  O P I N I O N S  2 0 0 7
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Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food on 

Flavouring Group Evaluation 1, Revision 1 (FGE.01Rev1): Branched-chain aliphatic saturated aldehydes, carboxylic 

acids and related esters of primary alcohols and branched-chain carboxylic acids from chemical groups 1 and 2 

(Commission Regulation (EC) No 1565/2000 of 18 July 2000) 

4 July 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to a 15th list of substances for food contact materials: 1,4:3,6-Dianhydrosorbitol
3 July 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to a 15th list of substances for food contact materials: Isobutylene-butene copolymer
3 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) related to a 15th list of substances for food contact materials: Polyethyleneglycol (n=1-50) monoalkylether 

(linear and branched, C8-C20) sulphate, sodium salt

3 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in Contact with Food 

on a request from the Commission related to an application on the use of partially depolymerised guar gum as a 

food additive

4 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on the food colour Red 2G (E128) based on a request from the Commission related to the re-evaluation of all 

permitted food additives

5 July 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation 5 Revision 1 (FGE.05Rev1):Esters of branched- and straight-chain aliphatic 

saturated primary alcohols and of one secondary alcohol, and branched- and straight-chain unsaturated carboxylic 

acids from chemical groups 1, 2, and 5 (Commission Regulation (EC) No 1565/2000 of 18 July 2000)

27 September 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with 

Food (AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE07 Revision 1 (FGE.07Rev1): Saturated and unsaturated aliphatic 

secondary alcohols, ketones and esters of secondary alcohols and saturated linear or branched chain carboxylic 

acids from chemical group 5

27 September 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.23 Revision 1 (FGE.23Rev1): Aliphatic, alicyclic and aromatic ethers 

including anisole derivatives from chemical groups 15, 16 and 26

27 September 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.27 (FGE.27): One aromatic lactone from chemical group 11
27 September 2007
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Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 86430 - Silver chloride (20% w/w) coated onto 

titanium dioxice (80% w/w)

25-26 September 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 34130 - Alkyl, linear with even number of carbon 

atoms (C12-C20) dimethylamines

25-26 September 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 37520 - 1,2-Benzisothiazolin-3-one
25-26 September 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 39815 - 9,9-Bis(methoxymethyl)fl uorene
25-26 September 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 45703 - cis-1,2-Cyclohexanedicarboxylic acid, calcium 

salt

25-26 September 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 66755 - 2-Methyl-4-isothiazolin-3-one
25-26 September 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 76463 - Polyacrylic acid, sodium salt
25-26 September 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 76723 - Polydimethylsiloxane, 3-aminopropyl 

terminated, polymer with dicyclohexylmethane-4,4'-diisocyanate

25-26 September 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

related to a 16th list of substances for food contact materials : 76725 - Polydimethylsiloxane, 3-aminopropyl 

terminated, polymer with 1-isocyanato-3-isocyanatomethyl-3,5,5-trimethylcyclohexane

25-26 September 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food on 

neotame as a sweetener and fl avour enhancer
27 September 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

on Calcium citrate malate as source for calcium for use in foods for particular nutritional uses and in foods for the 

general population (including food supplements)

27 November 2007

L I S T  O F  A D O P T E D  O P I N I O N S  2 0 0 7
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AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food on 

Beeswax (E 901) as a glazing agent and as carrier for fl avours
27 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.15 Revision 1 (FGE15Rev1): Aryl-substituted saturated and unsaturated 

primary alcohol/aldehyde/acid/ester derivatives from chemical group 22.

28 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.20 Revision 1 (FGE20Rev1): Benzyl alcohols, benzaldehydes, a related 

acetal, benzoic acids, and related esters from chemical group 23.

28 November 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.26 Revision 1 (FGE26Rev1): Amino acids from chemical group 34
28 November 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.25: Aliphatic and aromatic hydrocarbons from chemical group 31
28 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in contact with Food 

(AFC) on Flavouring Group Evaluation FGE.79: Consideration of amino acids and related substances evaluated by 

JECFA (63rd meeting)  

28 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials : Poly(6-morpholino-1,3,5-triazine-

2,4-diyl)-(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-4-piperidyl)imino) hexa-methylene-(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-4-piperidyl)imino) (80480)

28-29 November 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials : Polyvinyl alcohol (81280)
28-29 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials : N,N’,N’’,N’’-tetrakis(4,6-bis(N-butyl-

(N methyl-2,2,6,6-tetramethylpiperidin-4-yl)amino)triazin-2-yl)-4,7-diazadecane-1,10-diamine (92470)

28-29 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials :,3’,5,5’-tetrakis(tert-butyl)-2,2’-

dihydroxybiphenyl, cyclic ester with [3-(3-tert-butyl-4-hydroxy-5-methylphenyl)propyl]oxyphosphonous acid 

(92475)

28-29 November 2007

AFC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials : Triethanolamine (94000)
28-29 November 2007
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Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials : 3-chlorophtahlic anhydride 

(14627)

28-29 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials : 4-chlorophtahlic anhydride 

(14628)

28-29 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with 

food (AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials : (3-(Methacryloxy)propyl) 

trimethoxysilane (21498)

28-29 November 2007

AFC

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on food additives, fl avourings, processing aids and materials in contact with food 

(AFC) on a request related to a 17th list of substances for food contact materials : Hydrogentated homopolymers 

and / or copolymers made of 1-hexene and / or 1-octene and / or 1-decene and / or 1-dodecene and/or 

-tetradecene (MW-440-12000) (60027)

28-29 November 2007

AHAW

"Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) regarding the assessment of the risk of 

Echinococcosis introduction into the UK, Ireland, Sweden, Malta and Finland as a consequence of abandoning 

national rules 

18 January 2007

AHAW

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) on a request from the Commission related 

with the vaccination against avian infl uenza of H5 and H7 subtypes as a preventive measure carried out in Member 

States in birds kept in zoos under Community approved programmes

1 February 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and welfare on the assessment of ticks introduction into the UK, 

Ireland, Sweden, Malta and Finland as a consequence of abandoning the national rules
8 March 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) to review Newcastle disease focussing on 

vaccination worldwide in order to determine its optimal use for disease control purposes.
20 April 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) on  request from the Commission 

on “ bluetongue vectors and vaccines ”
27 April 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) on  the Selfmandate on “ bluetongue origin 

and occurrence”
27 April 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare (AHAW) related with the vaccination against avian 

infl uenza of H5 and H7 subtypes in domestic poultry and captive birds
11 May 2007
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AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare on a mandate on Animal health and welfare aspects of 

diff erent housing and husbandry systems for farmed fattening pigs
6 September 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare on a self mandate on the Framework for EFSA AHAW 

Risk Assessments
21 September 2007

AHAW

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare on a mandate on Animal health and welfare aspects of 

diff erent housing and husbandry systems for adult breeding boars, pregnant sows, farrowing sows and unweaned 

piglets

10 October 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare on possible vector species and live stages of 

susceptible species not transmitting disease as regards certain fi sh diseases
11 October 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal health and welfare on possible vector species and live stages of 

susceptible species not transmitting disease as regards certain mollusc diseases
6 December 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal health and welfare on possible vector species and live stages of 

susceptible species not transmitting disease as regards certain crustacean diseases
6 December 2007

AHAW
Review of the Community Summary Report on Trends and Sources of Zoonoses, Zoonotic Agents, Antimicrobial 

Resistance and Foodborne outbreaks in European Union in 2005.  adopted- AHAW and BIOHAZ.
6 December 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal health and welfare on Animal Welfare aspects of the killing and skinning 

of seals
6 December 2007

AHAW
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Animal health and welfare on the risks associated with tail biting in pigs and 

possible means to reduce the need for tail docking considering the diff erent housing and husbandry systems 
6 December 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on the assessment of the health risks of feeding of 

ruminants with fi shmeal in relation to the risk of TSE
24 January 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on the request for review of the opinion on 

microbiological risks in infant formulae and follow-on formulae with regard to Enterobacteriaceae as indicators
24 January 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on the quantitative risk assessment on the residual 

BSE risk in sheep meat and meat products
25 January 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on the CRL report on batch testing of TSE rapid tests: 

sample selection and test sensitivity issues
7 March 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on microbiological criteria and targets based on risk 

analysis
7 March 2007
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BIOHAZ Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on the revision of the Geographical BSE risk 7 March 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on quantitative histological studies and the re-

assessment of the BSE related risk of bovine intestines after processing into natural sausage casings
8 March 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on the safety vis-à-vis biological risk of the 

mesophilic process of biogas and compost treatment of Animal By-Products (ABPs)
8 March 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ) on certain aspects related to the risk of Transmissible 

Spongiform Encephalopathies (TSEs) in ovine and caprine animals
8 March 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the European Food Safety Authority on the assessment of the likelihood of the infectivity in SRM derived 

from cattle at diff erent age groups estimated by back calculation modelling
19 April 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ): Protocol for the evaluation of new rapid BSE post 

mortem tests
7 June 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ): Protocol for the evaluation of rapid post mortem 

tests to detect TSE in small ruminants
7 June 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Biological Hazards: Protocol for a preliminary evaluation of ante-mortem TSE tests 

for ruminants
7 September 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed on certain aspects 

related to the feeding of animal proteins to farm animals
17 October 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Biological Hazards on public health risks involved in the human consumption of 

reptile meat
17 October 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Biological Hazards on monitoring of verotoxigenic Escherichia coli (VTEC) and 

identifi cation of human pathogenic VTEC types
17 October 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Biological Hazard on the surveillance and monitoring of Toxoplasma in humans, 

food and animals
17 October 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Biological Hazards on the monitoring and identifi cation of human 

enteropathogenic Yersinia spp.
6 December 2007

BIOHAZ

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Biological Hazards on Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy (TSE) risk 

assessment of the use of bovine spray dried red cells in feeds for fi sh, in consideration of a report produced by the 

European Animal Protein Association

6 December 2007
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BIOHAZ

Request for updating the former SCVPH opinion on Listeria monocytogenes risk related to ready-to-eat foods and 

scientifi c advice on diff erent levels of Listeria monocytogenes in ready-to-eat foods and the related risk for human 

illness 

6 December 2007

BIOHAZ
Review of the Community Summary Report on Trends and Sources of Zoonoses, Zoonotic Agents, Antimicrobial 

Resistance and Foodborne outbreaks in European Union in 2005.  adopted- BIOHAZ and AHAW.
6 December 2007

BIOHAZ
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Biological hazards on the food safety implications of diff erent pig housing and 

husbandry systems
6 December 2007

CONTAM

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM) related to the potential increase of 

consumer health risk by a possible increase of the existing maximum levels for afl atoxins in almonds, hazelnuts and 

pistachios and derived products

25 January 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM) related to pyrrolizidine alkaloids as 

undesirable substances in animal feed
25 January 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM) related heptachlor as an undesirable 

substance in animal feed
26 April 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM) related to hormone residues in bovine 

meat and meat products
12 June 2007

CONTAM Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants on ethyl carbamate and hydrocyanic acid in food and beverages 20 September 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants on cross-contamination of non-target feeding stuff s by narasin 

authorised for use as a feed additive
20 September 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants on cross-contamination of non-target feeding stuff s by lasalocid 

authorised for use as a feed additive
20 September 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants in the food chain on chlordane as undesirable substance in animal 

feed
7 November 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants in the Food chain on Cross-contamination of non-target feeding 

stuff s by salinomycin authorised for use as a feed additive
26 November 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants in the Food chain on Cross-contamination of non-target feeding 

stuff s by monensin authorised for use as a feed additive 
26 November 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants in the Food chain on Cross-contamination of non-target feeding 

stuff s by semduramicin authorised for use as a feed additive 
26 November 2007
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CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants in the Food chain on Cross-contamination of non-target feeding 

stuff s by maduramicin authorised for use as a feed additive 
26 November 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants in the Food chain on Marine biotoxins in shellfi sh - okadaic acid 

and analogues 
27 November 2007

CONTAM
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants in the Food chain on Glucosinolates as undesirable substance in 

feed
27 November 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of the product Bonvital, a preparation of Enterococcus faecium, as a feed additive for piglets and pigs 

for fattening in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 

23 January 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

of the enzyme preparation “Bio-Feed® Pro” (proteinase) as a feed additive for chickens for fattening, piglets and pigs 

for fattening

7 February 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of VevoVitall® (benzoic acid) as feed additive for pigs for fattening
7 March 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the 

safety and effi  cacy of the product Toyocerin® (Bacillus cereus var. Toyoi) as a feed additive for sows from service to 

weaning, in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

7 March 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of Biosaf® Sc 47, a preparation of Saccharomyces cerevisiae, as a feed additive for calves for rearing 

according to Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

8 March 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Additives and Products or Substances used in Animal Feed on the development 

of an approach for the environmental risk assessment of additives, products and substances used in animal feed
8 March 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) and of the 

Scientifi c Panel on genetically modifi ed organisms (GMO) on the safety and effi  cacy of the enzyme preparation 

Rovabio™ PHY AP/LC (3-phytase) as feed additive for chickens for fattening, laying hens, piglets and pigs for 

fattening in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

17 April 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

of the enzyme preparation Natuphos® (3-phytase) produced by Aspergillus niger for laying hens and turkeys for 

fattening

17 April 2007
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FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of the product containing L-arginine produced by fermentation from Corynebacterium glutamicum 

(ATCC-13870) for all animal species

17 April 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of the enzymatic preparation Natugrain® Wheat TS (endo-1,4-beta-xylanase) as a feed additive for 

turkeys for fattening according to Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

18 April 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

of the enzyme preparation Kemzyme® W Dry for laying hens
18 April 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

of feeding stuff s with high calcium content for the reduction of risk of milk fever in dairy cows
12 June 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the 

Maximum Residue Limits for Clinacox 0.5 % (diclazuril) for turkeys for fattening, chickens for fattening and chickens 

reared for laying

13 June 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) related to the 

safety and effi  cacy of ‘Clinacox 0.5 %’ based on diclazuril for rabbits for fattening and breeding
13 June 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the 

Maximum Residue Limits for canthaxanthin in foodstuff s coming from animals fed with canthaxanthin used as a 

feed additive in accordance with Council Directive 70/524/EEC

14 June 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the 

safety and effi  cacy of the enzyme preparation Ronozyme P5000 (CT) and Ronozyme P20000 (L) (6-phytase) as feed 

additive for ducks according to Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

10 July 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the 

safety and effi  cacy of the enzyme preparation Safi zym X (endo-1,4-beta-xylanase) as a feed additive for ducks in 

accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

10 July 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the 

safety and effi  cacy of the product Bonvital, a preparation of Enterococcus faecium, as a feed additive for sows in 

accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

10 July 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Additives and Products or Substances used in Animal Feed on the safety and 

effi  cacy of L-lysine sulphate (Vitalys®Liquid and Dry) for all animal species
11 July 2007



64 A N N E X  I I

Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

of Zeolite (sodium aluminosilicate, synthetic) for the reduction of risk of milk fever in dairy cows
11 July 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of Lantharenol® (Lanthanum carbonate octahydrate) as a feed additive for cats according to Regulation 

(EC) No 1831/2003

18 September 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the 

safety and effi  cacy of Calsporin®, a preparation of Bacillus subtilis, as a feed additive for chickens for fattening in 

accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

18 September 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of the enzyme preparation Natuphos® (3-phytase) as a feed additive for ducks
18 September 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the 

effi  cacy of Coxidin® 25 % (monensin sodium) as a feed additive for turkeys
18 September 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of Panaferd-AX (red carotenoid-rich bacterium Paracoccus carotinifaciens) as feed additive for salmon 

and trout

18 September 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of Formi LHS for sows
18 September 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Additives and Products or Substances in Animal Feed on the safety and effi  cacy of 

Danisco Xylanase G/L (endo-1,4-beta-xylanase) as a feed additive for chickens for fattening, laying hens and ducks 

for fattening

19 September 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety 

and effi  cacy of Toyocerin® (Bacillus cereus var. Toyoi) as a feed additive for turkeys
19 September 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed on the safety and 

effi  cacy of CAROPHYLL® Stay-Pink (astaxanthin dimethyldisuccinate) as feed additive for salmon and trout
17 October 2007

FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed on the compatibility of 

the microbial preparation of Bacillus licheniformis and Bacillus subtilis (BioPlus 2B) with the coccidiostat lasalocid A 

sodium in feed for turkeys

18 October 2007
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FEEDAP

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed on the compatibility 

of the microbial product 035, a preparation of Bacillus subtilis, with lasalocid sodium, maduramicin ammonium, 

monensin sodium, narasin, salinomycin sodium and semduramicin sodium

18 October 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed on the safety and 

effi  cacy of Biosaf Sc 47 (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) as feed additive for pigs for fattening
22 November 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed on the safety and 

effi  cacy of Danisco Xylanase G/L (endo-1,4-beta-xylanase) as a feed additive for turkeys for fattening
22 November 2007

FEEDAP
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Additives and products or substances used in animal feed on the safety of the 

enzymatic preparation Natuphos® (3-phytase) for sows
12 December 2007

GMO

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Genetically Modifi ed Organisms on an application (reference EFSA-GMO-NL-

2005-12) for the placing on the market of insect-resistant genetically modifi ed maize 59122, for food and feed uses, 

import and processing under Regulation (EC) 1829/2003, from Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc. and Mycogen 

Seeds, c/o Dow Agrosciences LLC

23 March 2007

GMO

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on genetically modifi ed organisms (GMO) and of the Scientifi c Panel on additives 

and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety and effi  cacy of the enzyme preparation 

Rovabio™ PHY AP/LC (3-phytase) as feed additive for chickens for fattening, laying hens, piglets and pigs for 

fattening in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003

17 April 2007

GMO

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Genetically Modifi ed Organisms on an application (reference EFSA-GMO-NL-

2005-18) for the placing on the market of the glufosinate tolerant soybean A2704-12, for food and feed uses, import 

and processing under Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 from Bayer CropScience

3 July 2007

GMO

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Genetically Modifi ed Organisms on applications (references EFSA-GMO-UK-

2005-19 and EFSA-GMO-RX-GA21) for the placing on the market of glyphosate-tolerant genetically modifi ed 

maize GA21, for food and feed uses, import and processing and for renewal of the authorisation of maize GA21 as 

existing product, both under Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 from Syngenta Seeds S.A.S. on behalf of Syngenta Crop 

Protection AG

13 September 2007

GMO

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on genetically modifi ed organisms (GMO) and of the Scientifi c Panel on additives 

and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP) on the safety and effi  cacy of Danisco Xylanase G/L (endo-

1,4-beta-xylanase) as a feed additive for chickens for fattening, laying hens and ducks for fattening

19 September 2007
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GMO

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Genetically Modifi ed Organisms on an application (reference EFSA-GMO-UK-

2004-04) for the placing on the market of glufosinate tolerant genetically modifi ed rice LLRICE62 for food and feed 

uses, import and processing, under Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 from Bayer CorpScience GmbH

30 October 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from Finnsugar Ltd on glucose syrups produced from barley starch pursuant to Article 6 

paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC

15 February 2007

NDA
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutritiona and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from IFF on mustard seed oil pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC
3 May 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from CEPS on nuts used in distillates for spirits pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 11 of 

Directive 2000/13/EC

3 May 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from CEPS on whey used in distillates for spirits pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 11 of 

Directive 2000/13/EC

3 May 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from CEPS on cereals used in distillates for spirits pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 11 of 

Directive 2000/13/EC

3 May 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from Cognis, ADM and Cargill on natural mixed tocopherols (E306), natural D-alpha 

tocopherol, natural D-alpha tocopherol acetate and natural D-alpha tocopherol succinate from soybean sources 

pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13EC

3 May 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from Cognis, ADM and Cargill on vegetable oils-derived phytosterols and phytosterol esters 

from soybean sources pursuant to Article 6, paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC

3 May 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from AAC on wheat-based maltodextrins pursuant to Article 6, Paragraph 11 of Directive 

2000/13/EC

3 May 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from AAC on wheat-based glucose syrups including dextrose pursuant to Article 6, 

paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC

3 May 2007



67

L I S T  O F  A D O P T E D  O P I N I O N S  2 0 0 7

E F S A  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 0 7

Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to scientifi c and technical guidance for preparation and presentation of the application for authorisation of 

a health claim

6 July 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from WFA and AWRI on casein and potassium caseinate used in the manufacture of wine 

pursuant to Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC - for permanent exemption from labelling

6 July 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from WFA and AWRI on milk used in the manufacture of wine pursuant to Article 6 

paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC - for permanent exemption from labelling

6 July 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies related to a notifi cation from WFA and 

AWRI on fi sh products (isinglass) used in the manufacture of wine pursuant to Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 

2000/13/EC - for permanent exemption from labelling

6 July 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies related to a notifi cation from DWV and 

VINIFLHOR on milk (casein) products used as fi ning agents in wine pursuant to Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 

2000/13/EC - for permanent exemption from labelling

6 July 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies related to a notifi cation from DWV and 

VINIFLHOR on fi sh gelatine or isinglass used as fi ning agents in wine pursuant to Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 

2000/13/EC - for permanent exemption from labelling

6 July 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies related to a notifi cation from Brewers of 

Europe and BFBi on isinglass used as a clarifying agent in brewing pursuant to Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 

2000/13/EC - for permanent exemption from labelling

6 July 2007

NDA
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies related to the safety of alpha-

cyclodextrin
6 July 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from EPA on lactitol pursuant to Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC for 

permanent exemption from labelling

15 October 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from WFA and the AWRI on albumin (egg white) used in  the manufacture of wine pursuant 

to Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC for permanent exemption from labelling

15 October 2007
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NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from DWV  and VINIFLHOR on egg products used as fi ning agents in wine pursuant to 

Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC for permanent exemption from labelling

15 October 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from DSM on fi sh gelatine for use as a formulation aid (carrier) in vitamin and carotenoid 

preparations pursuant Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC for permanent exemption from labelling

15 October 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from CTPC on milk products used as fi ning agents in cider pursuant to Article 6 paragraph 

11 of Directive 2000/13/EC for permanent exemption from labelling

15 October 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from FEDIOL and IMACE on fully refi ned soybean oil and fat pursuant Article 6 paragraph 11 

of Directive 2000/13/EC for permanent exemption from labelling

15 October 2007

NDA

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to a notifi cation from Raisio Life Sciences on plant stanol esters produced from soybean oil sterols pursuant 

to Article 6 paragraph 11 of Directive 2000/13/EC for permanent exemption from labelling

15 October 2007

NDA
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies on a request from the Commission 

related to the safety of Allanblackia seed oil for use in yellow fat and cream based spreads
25 October 2007

PLH
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant Health on Pest Risk Analysis made by EPPO on Ivasive Alien Plant 

Hydrocotyle ranunculoides (fl oating pennywort)
21 February 2007

PLH Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on plant health (PLH) on the Pest Risk Analysis made by Spain on Bactrocera zonata 27 February 2007

PLH Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant Health on the pest risk assessment made by Lithuania on Ambrosia spp. 7 April 2007

PLH Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant Health on the pest risk assessment made by Poland on Ambrosia spp. 7 April 2007

PLH
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant Health on the pest risk analysis made by EPPO on Lysichiton americanus 

Hultén & St. John (American or yellow skunk cabbage)
30 August 2007

PLH

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant Health on Pest risk assessment made by France on Banana mild mosaic 

virus (BanMMV) considered by France as harmful in French overseas departments of French Guiana, Guadeloupe, 

Martinique and Réunion 

19 September 2007
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Panel Opinion Title Adoption Date

PPR

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant protection products and their residues (PPR) related to the revision of 

Annexes II and III to Council Directive 91/414/EEC concerning the placing of plant protection products on the 

market - Fate and Behaviour in the Environment

31 January 2007

PPR
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel PPR related to the revision of Annexes II and III to Council Directive 91/414/EEC 

concerning the placing of plant protection products on the market - Toxicological and metabolism studies
31 January 2007

PPR
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant protection products and their residues (PPR) on the Acute Reference Dose 

(ARfD) for imazalil
7 March 2007

PPR

Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant protection products and their residues (PPR) related to the revision of 

Annexes II and III to Council Directive 91/414/EEC concerning the placing of plant protection products on the 

market - Ecotoxicological studies

7 March 2007

PPR
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant protection products and their Residues on a request from the Commission 

on acute dietary intake assessment of pesticide residues in fruit and vegetables.
19 April 2007

PPR
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant protection products and their Residues on a request from EFSA on the Final 

Report of the FOCUS Air Working Group on Pesticides in Air : Consideration for exposure assessment.
3 July 2007

PPR
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant protection products and their Residues on a request from the Commission 

on the risks associated with an increase of the MRL for dieldrin on courgettes
20 September 2007

PPR Opinion on Genotoxic and Carcinogenic Potential of Buprofezin in the Context of Human Risk Assessment 11 December 2007

PPR
Opinion on the toxicological relevance of the soil and ground water metabolite TBSA of tritosulfuron in the context 

of human risk assessment
11 December 2007

PPR
Opinion of the Scientifi c Panel on Plant Protection Products and their Residues on a request from EFSA related to 

the default Q10 value used to describe the temperature eff ect on transformation rates of pesticides in soil
12 December 2007

SC
Opinion of the Scientifi c Committee on the introduction of a Qualifi ed Presumption of Safety (QPS) approach for 

assessment of selected microorganisms referred to EFSA
19 November 2007
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A N N E X  I I I

AFC Scientifi c Panel on Food Additives, Flavourings, Processing Aids and Materials in 
Contact with Foods

AGRC Advisory Group on Risk Communication

AHAW Scientifi c Panel on Animal Health and Welfare

AMU Assessment Methodology Unit

BEUC European Consumer’s Organisation

BIOHAZ Scientifi c Panel on Biological Hazards

BSE Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy

CONTAM Scientifi c Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain

DATEX Data Collection and Exposure Unit

EC European Commission

ECDC European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

ECHA European Chemicals Agency

EEA European Environment Agency

EFSA European Food Safety Authority

EGE European Group on Ethics in Science and New Technologies

EMEA European  Medicines Agency

EMRISK Emerging Risks Unit

ENVI European Parlamentary Committee on the Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety

EP European Parliament

ESCO European Scientifi c Cooperation

EU European Union

FAO United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation

FDA US Food and Drug Administration

FEEDAP Scientifi c Panel on Additives and Products or Substances used in Animal Feed

FSANZ Food Standards Australia New Zealand

GM Genetically modifi ed

GMO(s) Genetically modifi ed organism(s)

IT Information Technology

MEPs Members of the European Parliament

NDA Scientifi c Panel on Dietetic Products, Nutrition and Allergies

NGO Non-governmental organisation

OA Okadaic acid

OIE World Organisation for Animal Health

PLH Scientifi c Panel on Plant Health

PPR Scientifi c Panel on Plant Protection Products and their Residues

PRA Pest Risk Analysis

PRAPeR Pesticide Risk Assessment Peer Review Unit

RA Risk Assessment Directorate

SC Scientifi c Committee

SC/AF Scientifi c Committee/Advisory Forum

SCA Scientifi c Cooperation and Assistance Directorate

SCO Scientifi c Cooperation Unit

TACD Tans-Atlantic Consumer Dialogue

TSE Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathy

UK United Kingdom

US United States

VTEC Verotoxigenic Escherichia Coli

WHO World Health Organisation

LIST OF ACRONYMS
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The views or positions expressed in this Annual Report do not necessarily represent in legal terms the offi  cial position of the European Food Safety Authority. 

The European Food Safety Authority assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or inaccuracies that may appear.



Operational and postal address:

Largo N. Palli 5/A 

43100 Parma 

Italy 

Contacts:

Tel: +39 0521 036 111

Fax: +39 0521 036 110
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