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27. 4. 2009
A Summary of Basic Measures Taken by the Ministry of Health As Regards the Global Swine Influenza Outbreak, as of 27 April 2009 

The Ministry of Health of the Czech Republic takes the current situation concerning the outbreak of swine influenza with great seriousness. Currently, the Czech Republic is one of the countries best-equipped with antiviral drugs. Several basic measures are given below, which are now being implemented by the Ministry. If the situation requires so, the Ministry is prepared to take further steps, taking into account particularly results of the WHO conference and extraordinary EU Council meeting on swine influenza.

1. Information on the swine influenza outbreak published.

2. Frequently-asked questions and answers on swine influenza prevention published. 

3. Recommendations for travellers to countries with swine influenza published. 

4. Instructions for international airports on possible signs of swine influenza published and subsequent treatment for people with these signs secured.

5. Information on symptoms, diagnosis and treatment provided to professional public (health professionals).

6.  Stock-taking of antiviral drugs in national reserves. 

7. Discussion with producers on the stock of antiviral drugs on the pharmaceutical market.

8. Continuous monitoring of acute respiratory infections and influenza-like symptoms on the territory of the Czech Republic.

9. Virologic analyses of swine influenza in National Reference Laboratories (National Public Health Institute, Prague) conducted.

10. Preparation of negotiations with a producer of  “possible pandemic vaccine”, the production capacities of which are on the territory of the Czech Republic.

11. Securing sufficient capacities for observation of possible treatment.

12. Securing a sufficient number of protective devices for healthcare providers designated for treatment of infectious diseases under the national pandemic preparedness plan. 

13. Meeting of Central Epidemiological Committee of the Czech Republic on April 28 – activation of all responsible parties.

14. Continuous communication with the EU and individual Member States.

15.  Extraordinary EU Council meeting on swine influenza called by the Czech Presidency on April 30, 2009 (The Czech Presidency being responsible for its agenda).

16. Three Czech delegates are present at the WHO swine influenza conference in Geneva, Switzerland.

For more information please contact the Ministry of Health of the Czech Republic, tel.: +420 224 972 166
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