
 

In spring, José Manuel Barroso, President of 
the European Commission, and John Dalli, 
EU Health and Consumer Policy Commis-
sioner, visited EFSA and addressed EFSA 
staff. Both underlined during their visits the 
key role EFSA plays in the overall European 
food safety system and the importance of 
independent scientific advice that under-
pins European legislation.

In his address to EFSA staff, President Bar-
roso spoke of how EFSA has established it-
self as a well-respected authority and how 
it is a central scientific component of the 
European food safety system. He acknowl-
edged the references made about EFSA in 
the 2009 evaluation of all EU decentralised 
agencies. The evaluation highlighted the 
Authority’s excellence, independence, 
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European Commission President and Health 
and Consumer Policy Commissioner visit EFSA

STOP PRESS
EFSA provides scientific advice on the spread  
of common ragweed 
EFSA has published a scientific opinion on the possible effects on public health, 
animal health and the environment of the further spread of weeds from the 
Ambrosia species (including Ambrosia artemisiifolia, or common ragweed) in the 
European Union. As requested by the European Commission, the opinion pays 
particular attention to the possible role of animal feed, especially birdseed, in 
the spread of weeds.

For more information.

>>>

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/scdoc/1566.htm
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Latest publications

Folic acid: an update on scientific 
developments 

EFSA has published a printed report 
from the “Folic Acid: An Update on Sci-
entific Developments” meeting, held 
in Uppsala, Sweden, on 21-22 January 
2009. The aim of the meeting was to 
consider the evidence regarding folic 
acid and the risk of cancer.

Over 60 scientific experts from the 
European Union, Switzerland, the 
United States and Canada attended the 
meeting to assess the latest scientific 
evidence on the possible relationship 
between dietary intakes (including for-
tified foods and food supplements) of 
folate and folic acid, and cancer risks, 
including cancer of the colon, breast 
and prostate.

All the available scientific evidence 
concerning folate metabolism, animal 
and mechanistic studies, and human 
studies was reviewed and discussed. In 
group discussions, experts considered: 
whether it was possible to identify an 
association of folic acid intake with risk 
of cancer; the population groups con-
cerned; dose-response relationships; 
the different dietary sources of folic 
acid; and whether the available data 
were sufficient to allow a quantitative 
risk assessment. Areas for further sci-
entific research were also identified.

Only papers and presentations pre-
sented at the meeting are considered 
in this report.

For more information.

In focus

transparency and cooperation with other 
agencies, as well as with bodies in Mem-
ber States, and its harmonious working 
relations with the Commission. He con-
cluded his speech by thanking staff at 
EFSA for their hard work in support of the 
Commission.

This was the second time President Bar-
roso has visited EFSA. He first visited the 
Authority during its inauguration in June 
2005. 

On 12 March, EU Commissioner for Health 
and Consumer Policy, John Dalli, also 
visited EFSA soon after his appointment 
as Commissioner. He was welcomed by 

EFSA’s Executive Director, Members of 
the Management Board, Chair of EFSA‘s 
Scientific Committee and EFSA senior 
management. 

During his visit the Commissioner attend-
ed several sessions aimed at presenting 
the work of EFSA, how EFSA works and its 
recent activities. How EFSA interacts with 
the Commission and Member States, and 
risk communication were also discussed. 
In addition, topics such as new technolo-
gies, health claims, pesticides, novel 
foods were also covered. 

Afterwards Commissioner Dalli addressed 
EFSA staff. He acknowledged that EFSA 
and Commission have complementary, 
but distinct, responsibilities: “That said 
partnership between us is crucial. Success 
for EFSA means success for the Commission, 
and vice-versa.” Then in thanking staff for 
their support he said: “I look forward to 
working with you in the years ahead to-
wards the constant and shared objective 
of protecting and promoting the health of 
European consumers.”

Commissioner Dalli also came to Parma to 
give a keynote speech at the joint EFSA-
Commission-Italian ministry conference 
‘Can science and innovation build a more 
sustainable food chain?’ in May 2010 (see 
page 8).

EFSA meeting 
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EFSA has a wide range of newsletters, suited to different readers’ needs. 
Available in English, French, German and Italian, they include :

•  EFSA news – our regular round up of recent EFSA developments
•  Moving Together – for twice-yearly news on food safety cooperation 

between EFSA and EU Member States
•  EFSA in focus – our regular easy-to-read thematic newsletters bringing 

together related topics to allow readers to choose whether they are most  
interested in information related to plants, animals or food.

To subscribe, simply visit the EFSA website.

Introducing EFSA’s family of newsletters

The resulting Strategic Plan 2009-2013 

refl ects not only the inputs of EFSA staff  

and Management Board, but also those 

of partners, stakeholders and other inter-

ested parties who have contributed to the 

extensive consultation process that took 

place in 2008. The fi nal version has ben-

efi ted from the expertise and perspective 

provided by European institutions and 

agencies, national food safety agencies, 

international organisations, stakeholders 

and the general public. 

Six key, high-level objectives have been 

identifi ed in the Plan and they are sum-

marised as follows:

Since EFSA was established in 2002, much 

has changed – and will continue to change 

– in the environment in which it operates. 

Global issues such as climate change, food 

security, scientifi c and technological inno-

vation, socio-demographic trends, inter-

national trade and travel, and changes in 

the regulatory environment have changed 

the context in which we work and in-

creased our workload. Although our core 

mission of providing a scientifi c evidence 

base in support of European food safety 

policy is unchanged, we cannot ignore the 

evolving operating environment. That is 

why we have devoted significant time 

and resource over the past months to 

formulating a vision for the future, which 

analyses the drivers of change and gives 

us a fi rm foundation for our planning over 

the coming fi ve years.    

EFSAnews # 19 - MARCH  2009 

Contents

Foreword 

1

  EFSA looks to the future 
1

In focus 

2

  EFSA quickly responds to 

dioxins in Irish pork  
2

  Stakeholders respond to 

EFSA’s nanotechnology 

public consultation 
2

  Evaluating health claims: 

EFSA’s progress to date  
3

  New chair for EFSA ‘s

stakeholders’ platform  
4

  New EFSA body coordinates 

pesticide risk assessments  5

Building bridges  
6

  EFSA and Commission’s research 

institutes agree to cooperate further 6

  EFSA visits Finnish food safety 

authority 

6

  EFSA at fi rst ever international risk 

assessment conference 
7

  Interagency meeting shares best 

risk assessment practices 
7

  Meeting to explore EFSA from a 

European and a Danish perspective 8

 Chinese delegation visits EFSA 8

  EFSA and climate change 

on World Food Day 
9

Scientifi c highlights 
9

  EFSA evaluates TSE risk 

from small ruminants’ milk 9

  EFSA assesses possible risks of 

melamine in food from China 10

  EFSA sets out goals for contributing 

further to animal health in Europe 11

  Bisphenol A and medical 

disorders - EFSA’s assessment 11

Scientifi c outputs   
12

In brief

 Latest publications  
2-3-4-5

 Events 

6

 Call for experts 
7

 Consultations 
8

 EFSA Web Watch  
9

 Profi les  
10-11

1830-3803

EFSA looks to the future 
Foreword

1.  An integrated approach to delivering 

scientifi c advice, fi eld to plate

2.  The timely, high-quality evaluation 

of products, substances and claims 

subject to regulatory authorisation

3.  The collation, dissemination and 

analysis of data in the fi elds within 

EFSA’s remit

4.  EFSA positioned at the forefront of 

risk assessment in Europe and inter-

nationally

5.  Reinforce confi dence and trust in 

EFSA and the EU food safety system

6.  Assure the responsiveness, effi  ciency 

and eff ectiveness of EFSA
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Pesticide peer review, EFSA and the Member States

With around 900 active substances used in plant protection products 

in the various Member States, but not necessarily authorised for use 

in all countries, Europe needed a harmonised approach to safeguard 

consumers, workers and the environment while providing consistency 

for industry. To ensure this, Europe’s pesticide peer review programme 

was created. 

Since 2003, EFSA has worked closely with Member States to scientifi cally 

assess the risks within the European Commission’s Europe-wide peer 

review programme of active substances used in plant protection 

products. The Commission then uses these assessments when deciding 

whether to place active substances on the positive EU list or not.

Active substances in plant protection products are the chemicals or 

micro-organisms that enable the product to do its job. For example, 

herbicides destroy unwanted plants while insecticides protect the plant 

against insects which harm plants or reduce crop yields.
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EFSA in focus PLANTS

EFSA has suggested a scientifi c approach 

for assessing the risks to birds and 

mammals of exposure to pesticides. It 

developed this approach by evaluating 

the impact of pesticides according to 

a large range of scenarios including 

diff erent crops and diff erent types of 

pesticide use.

This multi-step approach fi rst begins by 

using fundamental, conservative data 

(e.g. from acute laboratory studies) 

in assessing the risk of mortality 

and the reproductive eff ects from a 

given pesticide. If the risk from this 

assessment is not acceptable according 

to EU legislation, then, data from more 

complex studies are assessed in the next 

step, to add more realism and to reduce 

uncertainty.

Under the EU system of peer-review, 

industry seeking authorisation to market 

pesticides must provide information 

to enable Member States to assess the 

direct impact of these pesticides on 

birds and mammals. Various guidance 

documents, which EFSA is responsible 

for revising, and proposing, exist to help 

Member States and industry fulfi l these 

obligations. 

“This important EFSA opinion will help 

industry and Member States safeguard 

birds and mammals from any potential 

negative eff ects of pesticides by contrib-

uting to the improved scientifi c assess-

ments of their possible risks,” said Prof 

Tony Hardy, Chair of the EFSA Panel 

for Plant Protection Products and 

Assessing the impact of pesticides on birds 

and mammals
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their Residues (PPR) behind this work. 

“But it is, of course, only one of the many as-

pects that EFSA and the PPR Panel is work-

ing on to provide advice and guidance to 

Europe’s risk managers on the possible risks 

to users, the public and the environment 

from pesticides and their residues.” 

The opinion is part of the overall revision 

of guidance documents which EFSA is 

working on, together with the European 

Commission and Member States. The 

opinion contains explanations on the 

range of options available for higher-tier 

risk assessments. ❚

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_

locale-1178620753812_1211902014630.htm
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Join EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee or Panels  . . . . . . . . . . .   p2
>
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http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scpublications/publication/folicacid2009.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters.htm
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The role of EFSA 
EFSA is the European Union’s scientifi c risk assessment body on food and feed safety, nutrition, 
animal health and welfare, and plant health and protection, tackling issues all along the food chain. 
Its Scientifi c Committee and Panels consist of independent scientists from universities, research 
institutions and national food safety authorities. They deliver high-quality scientifi c advice for Europe’s 
decision-makers to act on and protect consumers, animals and plants.

EFSA currently seeks independent experts for its Scientifi c Committee and Panels. 

EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee and Panels 
•   Experts sought to join the Food Additives & Nutrient Sources and the Food Contact Materials, Enzymes & 

Flavourings Panels, starting in 2011. Experts can sit on Panels for up to 3 years, renewable.
•   Experts also sought to join a reserve list for all Panels to cover plant health and plant protection, GMOs, 

feedstuff s, animal health and welfare, toxicology, contaminants in the food chain, biological hazards, 
dietetic products, allergies, novel foods and nutrition, and may be called any time.

•   Selected through an open procedure based on proven scientifi c excellence and independence. 

Apply online from 10 June to 15 September 2010
to join other top scientists: www.efsa.europa.eu

Committed to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe

•  Make a diff erence to European food safety 
•  Deliver scientifi c advice to Europe’s risk managers 
•  Be considered for EFSA’s Scientifi c Committee and Panels

Be part of Europe’s 
network of top food 
safety scientists

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/corporate100610.htm
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Latest publications

EFSA and GMO risk assessment 
for human and animal health 
and the environment 

On 14-15 September 2009, EFSA held 
a conference on GMO risk assessment 
for human and animal health and the 
environment. The printed meeting 
report is now available. 

The conference had two aims: (i) to 
describe and discuss the roles and re-
sponsibilities of EFSA, Member States 
and the European Commission in the 
GMO risk assessment process; and (ii) 
to hear the views and experiences of 
key stakeholders in the GMO field.

Over 150 participants attended the 
event. This included national experts, 
representatives from stakeholder 
and n GO organisations, from public 
authorities, and from international 
organisations.

EFSA provides independent scien-
tific risk assessments on new GMO 
applications and renewals of existing 
authorisations for the use of GMOs in 
the single market. The Authority has 
developed a range of Guidance Docu-
ments to describe its approach to risk 
assessments, define data requirements 
for applicants and generally provide 
guidance on the application process. 
These documents, which are subject 
to public consultation, are regularly 
updated to reflect the current state of 
scientific knowledge. 

For more information.

EFSA meeting 
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welfare, to plant health and plant protec-
tion. The new online presentation of the 
EFSA Journal will facilitate referencing of 
the Authority’s scientific work in scientific 
literature and may enable bibliographical 
databases to index EFSA’s scientific out-
puts thereby raising awareness of EFSA’s 
work amongst the academic community 
worldwide.

To keep up-to-date, readers just need to 
subscribe online to receive, without any 
fee, the table of contents of the previous 
month by email or through the dedicated 
RSS feed. Online users can always quickly 
consult the latest articles, browse through 
previous issues dating back to 2003 or use 
the advanced search feature to find spe-
cific topics of interest. The EFSA Journal 
also offers a new function to facilitate ci-
tation of EFSA scientific outputs and the 
“send” option.

For more information.

EFSA Journal: EFSA science at your fingertips

EFSA publishes review of data collection activities 
EFSA has published a report outlining its 
current activities and future priorities in 
the area of data collection. The report 
underlines that accurate, comprehensive 
and comparable data on the occurrence 
of different substances or microorganisms 
in food, as well as on food consumption 
habits, are essential for EFSA to be able to 
deliver high-quality risk assessments and 
advice on nutritional and health concerns. 
This in turn helps to provide the best pos-
sible protection to European consumers.

EFSA bases its scientific advice on the 
most comprehensive and up-to-date 
data which are available and, working 
closely with EU Member States and other 
partners, the Authority has made consid-
erable progress in recent years. The report 
highlights in particular EFSA’s annual Com-
munity Zoonoses Report and the Annual 
Report on Pesticide Residues in Food, as 
well as ad-hoc reports on the occurrence 
of Salmonella, Campylobacter and chemi-
cal contaminants including dioxins and 
acrylamide (see also pages 8,15).

EFSA is currently in the process of ex-
tending its European food consumption 

database. However, EU Member States 
use different methods to collect food 
consumption data, which makes it dif-
ficult to carry out EU-wide analyses or 
country-to-country comparisons. In close 
cooperation with the EU Member States, 
EFSA is therefore supporting harmonised 
food consumption data collection. This 
should allow more efficient and accurate 
exposure assessments to be carried out.

In line with Article 33 of EFSA’s founding 
regulation, this report on EFSA’s activities 
in the area of data collection has been 
sent to the European Commission, the 
European Parliament and the Council of 
Ministers.

For more information.

EFSA has launched the EFSA Journal, a 
dedicated web area that serves as an 
electronic, open access scientific journal. 
The EFSA Journal brings together the Au-
thority’s scientific work in one convenient 
area, making it even more accessible than 
before to the scientific community.

The EFSA Journal contains the vast body 
of work being carried out by EFSA and its 
Scientific Committee and Panels span-
ning the entire food chain, from food and 
feed safety, nutrition, animal health and 

In focus

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scpublications/publication/gmoconference2009.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/scdoc/1533.htm
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Building bridges

International experts discuss scientific 
evaluation of risks linked to imports 
As part of the activities with the Spanish 
Presidency of the European Union, the 
Spanish Food Safety and nutrition Agency 
(AESAn) and EFSA organised a scientific 
workshop on 10 February to share best 
practices currently in place across the 
world for assessing the risks related to 
importing food, animals and plants. Ex-
perts presented scientific methods ap-
plied in this field and discussed how best 
to support risk management decisions 
regarding possible food safety, animal 
health and plant health concerns related 
to those imports.

The workshop in Seville was attended by 
more than 100 European and international 
experts working in the areas of plant 
health, animal health and food safety, as 
well as specialists in various aspects per-
tinent to import risk assessments. With 
increasing global trade, the way import 
risks are assessed needs to be regularly 
reviewed.

Latest publications

EFSA and ECDC issue 2008 
report on zoonoses and food-
borne outbreaks in the EU 

The European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) and the European Centre for 
Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 
have published their Annual Report on 
Zoonoses and Food-borne outbreaks 
for 2008, which gives an overview of 
zoonotic infections shared in nature by 
humans and animals, and disease out-
breaks caused by consuming contami-
nated food. The report shows that the 
number of human cases of the three 
most reported zoonotic infections was 
lower in 2008 than in 2007.

The report also gives an overview of 
food-borne outbreaks in 2008: 5,332 
were recorded, affecting over 45,000 
people and causing 32 deaths. Most 
of the outbreaks were caused by Sal-
monella (35%) followed by viruses and 
bacterial toxins. The most frequent 
food sources of these outbreaks were 
eggs and egg products (23%), pig meat 
and derived products (10%) and buffet 
meals (9%).

The report, which covers 15 zoonotic 
infections, also provides data on other 
zoonoses, such as brucellosis, bovine 
tuberculosis and rabies, and the two 
parasitic zoonoses trichinellosis and 
echinococcosis.

The full version with data per country 
and annexes is available on EFSA’s and 
ECDC’s websites.

For more information.

Participants stressed the importance of 
relying on harmonised data and meth-
ods for import risk assessment, and 
called for international dialogue in this 
area. The possibility of strengthening the 
network between EFSA, the European 
Commission, Member States and third 
countries in order to facilitate access to 
international data was also raised during 
the workshop. Participants looked at the 
scientific and technical aspects related to 
import risk assessment (e.g. databases 
and software applications to predict 
the possible establishment of diseases 
related to imports), with a particular fo-
cus on new developments in analytical 
and modelling approaches.

This workshop follows an event EFSA 
jointly organised with the French Food 
Safety Agency (Afssa) in October 2008, 
where experts from all over the world 
discussed ways for harmonising and 
improving the way import risks are as-
sessed.

For more information.

EFSA recently signed a Memorandum of 
Cooperation with Japan and is working 
towards reaching agreements on data 
sharing with Canada, Australia and n ew 
Zealand. These initiatives underline how 
EFSA is strengthening cooperation on 
data collection and sharing information 
with food safety organisations around 
the world, one of the priorities of EFSA’s 
international strategy. 

In December 2009 in Parma, EFSA and the 
Food Safety Commission (FSC) of Japan 
signed a Memorandum of Cooperation 
on the collection and sharing of data 
required for the assessment of current 
and emerging risks. Like EFSA, Japan’s 
FSC is responsible for assessing the risks 
associated with the food chain and gives 
independent scientific advice to risk man-
agers such as the health and agriculture 
ministries. 

EFSA also committed to working together, 
and exchanging scientific and technical 

data with the competent authority of 
n ew Zealand through an exchange of 
letters; similar activities were discussed 
with Canada and Australia.

International cooperation in action

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/scdoc/1496.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/corporate100210.htm


6 EFSAnews  # 22 - JUn E 2010

Building bridgesEvents

EFSA’s 15th Scientific Colloquium 
- Emerging Risks 

Parma, 24 October 2010 

EFSA has begun preparing for its 15th 
Scientific Colloquium that will deal 
with the challenging topic of emerg-
ing risks. International experts will be 
gathering in Parma on 24-25 October 
for an open scientific debate on key 
questions related to emerging risks to 
food and feed safety.

The announcement and registration 
will be published on the EFSA website.

For more information.

Celebrating Europe Week – Festa 
dell’Europa 

Parma, 9-16 May 2010

Across Europe celebrations are held on 
Schuman day (9 May) to mark the an-
niversary of a key landmark in the de-
velopment of today’s Europe Union. In 
recognition, EFSA organised, together 
with Comune di Parma, Europass and 
Provincia di Parma and the European 
Commission delegation in Milan, a 
week of events from 9-16 May 2010. 

The third edition of “Festa dell’Europa” 
featured 30 events run by 14 local 
partners and associations, bringing 
together Parma citizens and European 
foreigners living in Parma. There were 
activities for all ages, from primary to 
secondary school and university stu-
dents, as well concerts and cultural 
events for adults.

Programme highlights included:

>  A reception with EFSA, local and 
regional authorities to celebrate 
Schuman Day on 9 May. 

>  A competition for students to write 
an article about Europe and biodi-
versity. Winners met with the Euro-
pean Commission in Brussels. 

>  A theatre show explaining to stu-
dents how EU laws are made.

For more information.

On GMOs, EFSA spoke about cooperation 
in GMO risk assessment and interaction 
with stakeholders. Information was also 
provided on the ongoing updates of 
GMO risk assessment guidance, such as 
environmental risk assessment, molecu-
lar characterisation and the allergenicity 
assessment of GM plants. 

Platform members were also told of the 
latest on EFSA’s strategy for the identifi-
cation of emerging risks in the food/feed 
chain in the medium and long-term, and 
on EFSA’s preparedness for possible future 
applications for nano materials in the food 
and feed area. 

EFSA Stakeholders’ Platform, first set up 
in 2005, has 24 full member organisations 
and 21 associated member organisations. 
It is an important forum for exchange and 
dialogue on key issues. The Platform ad-
vises EFSA’s Executive Director on areas 
related to EFSA’s work and in particular the 
impact of EFSA’s work on stakeholders. 

 Members of the EFSA’s Stakeholder Con-
sultative Platform met on 1 and 2 Decem-
ber 2009 to discuss health claims, GMOs, 
emerging risks and nanotechnology. 

 The meeting was an opportunity to re-
mind stakeholders of the objectives of 
the health claims regulation. EFSA’s Execu-
tive Director Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle 
stressed to participants that EFSA’s scien-
tific advice provides consumers with an in-
dependent guarantee of the truthfulness 
of claims as EFSA only endorses claims 
that are backed by sound science. EFSA’s 
evaluations can also support industry in 
setting out future directions for innova-
tion, based on sound science.

 EFSA presented how it assesses health 
claims and the supporting evidence. 
Reference was also made to an updated 
briefing document for Member States. 
This document was presented at a further 
technical meeting with stakeholders which 
took place on 1 June in relation to recent 
developments related to health claims. 

EFSA Stakeholder Platform discusses health claims 
and GMOs 

Close cooperation between EFSA and 
its partners across the EU is critical for 
Europe’s citizens to enjoy the highest 
standards of food safety. This ensures 
knowledge is shared, synergies are tapped 
and messages to consumers are consistent 
and coherent. To that end, EFSA regularly 
engages with Member States and interna-
tional organisations during bilateral visits 
to EFSA and when the Authority itself visits 
counterpart organisations elsewhere.

Each meeting offers an opportunity for 
organisations to become even better ac-
quainted, exchange the latest information 
on key areas and explore possibilities for 
future  cooperation.

Among the most recent visits include: 

>  EFSA visit to Croatian food safety au-
thorities, May 2010. 

>  EFSA visit to Polish food safety authori-
ties, April 2010.

>  EFSA visit to the Food Standards Agency, 
UK, March 2010.

>  Delegation from the Ministry of Agricul-
ture of Canada, March 2010.

>  Delegation from the European Centre 
for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC), March 2010.

>  Delegation from the Dutch Ministry of 
Health, Welfare and Sport, March 2010.

>  Delegation from the Italian Ministry of 
Health, February 2010.

>  Delegation from the German Federal 
Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR), Janu-
ary 2010.

>  Delegation from the French food safety 
agency (Afssa), December 2009.

Active engagement across Europe and beyond

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/colloque101012.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/corporate100509.htm
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Building bridges

EFSA - EFET Joint Conference "Food safety and 
nutrition: from science to policy" 

A series of presentations was given by 
EFSA and EFET focusing on the activities of 
both Authorities. This included: the role of 
national and European authorities in food 
safety and nutrition; the current scientific 
concerns and developments with regard 
to biological and chemical risks; risk com-
munications; scientific collaboration as 
well as the role and the integration of risk 
assessments into the decision-making 
processes for food safety and nutrition. 

Athens, 26 n ovember 2009 

The Hellenic Food Authority (EFET) and 
EFSA organised the “Food safety and nu-
trition: from science to policy” conference. 
The objective of the event was to discuss 
with Greek authorities and stakeholders 
food safety related topics and to look at 
the best ways of contributing to safer food 
in Europe. 

Calls

Request for data on brominated 
flame retardants levels in 
foodstuffs

EFSA’s Unit on Data Collection and 
Exposure (DATEX) has launched a 
call for data among Member States 
on five groups of brominated flame 
retardants. This will assist the Panel 
on contaminants in the food chain 
(COn TAM) in delivering advice to the 
European Commission on the risks to 
human health related to the presence 
of these compounds in foodstuffs.

Brominated flame retardants are 
man-made chemicals that are added 
to a wide variety of consumer/com-
mercial products to improve their fire 
resistance. However, concern has been 
raised since several brominated flame 
retardants have been found in the en-
vironment, including feed and food, 
and in humans. This has led to bans on 
the production and use of certain for-
mulations of these compounds, such 
as Penta- and Octa-polybrominated 
diphenyl ether (PBDEs) commercial 
mixtures.

The closing date for data submissions 
on PBDEs and Polybrominated Biphe-
nyls (PBBs) was 26 February 2010. For 
hexabromocyclododecane (HBCD), 
the closing date is 2 July 2010, and 
for Tetrabromobisphenol A (TBBP-A), 
and other phenols and emerging 
brominated flame retardants, it is 20 
December 2010. 

For more information.

EFSA participates in WHO conference 
on environment and health  

Parma, 10-12 March 2010 

EFSA’s Executive Director, Catherine 
Geslain-Lanéelle, underlined the impor-
tance of EFSA’s engagement with partner 
organisations and stakeholders at the 
World Health Organisation’s Fifth Min-
isterial Conference on Environment and 
Health, which took place in Parma from 
10 to 12 March 2010.

In a keynote speech on stakeholder 
engagement, the Executive Director ex-
plained that EFSA relies on 1,500 experts 
from some 350 scientific institutions across 
Europe to fulfil its mandate. She stressed 
that EFSA works closely with national 
food safety agencies, other parts of the 
EU and international counterparts in order 
to ensure a coordinated response to food 
safety alerts. The Authority also engages  
in regular dialogue with its Stakeholder 
Consultative Platform and participates 
in a wide range of other activities with 
stakeholders.

A joint EFSA/WHO side event was held at 
the conference, focusing on the theme 
of seafood safety. The event – which in-
volved representatives of the European 
Commission and Italian authorities, as well 
as scientific experts from several national 
food safety bodies – looked at food safety 
risks posed by persistent organic pollut-
ants, methyl mercury and marine biotox-
ins. The comparative risks and benefits to 
health from eating contaminated seafood 
were also discussed.

For more information.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/data/call/datex091215.htm
http://www.euro.who.int/en/home/conferences/fifth-ministerial-conference-on-environment-and-health
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Calls

Call for data on 
perfluoroalkylated substances 
in food 

EFSA has launched a call for data on 
perfluoroalkylated substances, fol-
lowing a Commission recommenda-
tion to Member States to monitor the 
presence of these substances in food. 
Perfluoroalkylated substances are 
widely used in industrial and consum-
er applications - stain-resistant coat-
ings for fabrics, oil-resistant coatings 
for paper products approved for food, 
fire fighting foams, floor polishes and 
insecticide formulations. They have 
been widely found in the environ-
ment, fish, birds and mammals. 

The recommendation follows a 2008 
opinion from EFSA’s Scientific Panel 
on Contaminants in the Food Chain 
on some perfluoroalkylated sub-
stances. In this scientific opinion, EFSA 
recommended collecting further data 
on levels of these substances in food 
and humans, particularly with respect 
to monitoring exposure trends.

The data will be analysed and sum-
marised by EFSA for an intermediate 
report to be ready in January 2011. 
A final report incorporating data 
received up to January 2012 will be 
ready by May 2012.

The deadline for the call is 30 June 
2010. 

 For more information.

Science and innovation for a more sustainable 
food chain  
Parma, 10 May 2010 

All those involved in the food chain face 
questions such as how to provide safe and 
healthy food for a global population that is 
expected to reach 9 billion by 2050, how to 
ensure that agricultural and food production 
systems are sustainable in the long-term, 
and how to best promote innovation along 
the entire food chain. Representatives of 
EFSA, European and Italian institutions, the 
Spanish Presidency of the EU, and of food 
chain stakeholders met today in Parma to 
seek answers to these questions.

“Europe has a thriving food industry backed 
by centuries of tradition and know-how. In-
novation can bring major benefits for both 
the consumer and the environment and it is 
important to assess the risks and benefits of 
new technologies. For EFSA, that can mean 
new applications to assess efficacy, and the 
need to either develop new risk assessment 
methodologies or refine existing ones. It can 
be challenging insofar as data in areas of new 
science such as nanotechnology or GMOs can 
be limited and there may be significant areas 
of scientific uncertainty to address and com-
municate; but we are committed to meet-
ing those challenges and to ensuring that 
European legislation is grounded in the best 
science.” said Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle, 
EFSA’s Executive Director.

EU Commissioner for Health and Consumer 
Policy, John Dalli noted: “I am a strong sup-
porter of innovation and I am fully commit-
ted to maximising the advantages science 
can offer – but not at any cost. Innovation 
needs to be in tune with the broader values 

of society, to be of clear and visible benefits 
to consumers, and last but not least it must 
be accompanied by effective communication. 
When it comes to the food industry, safety is 
the essential precursor on which the food in-
dustry is built. A constructive, coherent and 
transparent engagement with all stakehold-
ers is absolutely the paramount.” He added 
“I will pursue a policy of “responsible innova-
tion” in all relevant areas. I want to see the 
European food industry at the cutting edge 
of progress and development whilst boosting 
the confidence of consumers. “

“Italy intends to participate actively in this 
process of innovation aimed at ensuring sus-
tainable food production while providing a 
wide range of products for the consumer. To 
this end, I intend to present the Italian model 
as a point of reference for safety in food 
production which will mark its development 
through Expo Milano 2015. The creation of 
the ‘Quality and Food Safety High School’, 
already provided for in the protocol signed 
with EFSA’s Executive Director in the presence 
of Commissioner Dalli in Parma on 12th of 
March 2010, is a concrete contribution to this 
project,” commented the Italian Minister 
for Health, Ferruccio Fazio.

The conference, which coincided with the 
opening of the 15th Cibus international 
food fair, was organised by EFSA, the Eu-
ropean Commission’s Directorate-General 
for Health and Consumers, under the 
auspices of the Presidency of the Italian 
Council of Ministers (Presidenza del Con-
siglio dei Ministri).

For more information.

Building bridges

The Lithuanian State Food and Veterinary 
Service has awarded the “I laipsnio garbės 
ženklo” (Badge of Honour, First Degree) 
to EFSA’s Executive Director, Catherine 
Geslain-Lanéelle. The award acknowledg-
es EFSA’s contribution to strengthening 
food safety in Lithuania and its provision 
of independent scientific advice. It was 
accepted by EFSA’s Director of Risk As-
sessment, Riitta Maijala, on 10 March at a 
conference entitled “Humans + Animals 
= One Health”, organised to mark the 20th 

Lithuania honours EFSA Executive Director

anniversary of the re-establishment of 
Lithuania.   

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/data/call/datex100429.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/corporate100510.htm
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Highlights
A European overview of dioxins in food and feed 

EFSA has published an analysis of the lev-
els of dioxins and related substances in 
food and animal feed. The report, which 
was prepared by EFSA’s Data Collection 
and Exposure unit, is based on over 7,000 
samples collected by 21 European coun-
tries between 1999 and 2008. EFSA was 
asked by the European Commission to 
evaluate dioxin contamination levels in 
relation to maximum levels which have 
been set for different categories of food 
and feed in the EU in order to protect 
consumers.

Dioxins and similar compounds, such as 
dioxin-like polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), include a range of toxic sub-
stances which are formed by burning – 
e.g. through waste incineration or forest 
fires – and some industrial processes. 
Their presence in the environment has 
declined since the 1970s, following con-
certed efforts at the EU level.

Dioxins are found at low levels in many 
foods. They do not cause immediate 
health problems, but long-term exposure 
to high levels of dioxins has been shown 
to cause a range of effects, including 
cancer. Their persistence and the fact 
that they accumulate in the food chain, 
notably in animal fat, therefore continues 
to cause some safety concerns.

The highest average levels of dioxins and 
dioxin-like PCBs, in relation to fat content, 
were observed for liver and liver products 
from animals. The highest average levels 
in relation to total product weight were 
for fish liver and products derived from 
fish liver. In animal feed, the highest aver-
age levels were found in fish oil.

Overall, 8% of the samples exceeded 
the different maximum levels set out in 
EU legislation. However, some of these 
samples clearly originated from targeted 
sampling during specific contamination 
episodes. There were also large variations 
between different groups of food and 
feed in terms of the proportion of sam-
ples which exceed maximum levels.

The report concludes that no clear trend 
can be established regarding changes in 
background levels of dioxins and related 
substances in food and feed over time, as 
there were increases in some categories 
but decreases in others. Furthermore, oc-
casional contamination episodes and a 
lack of information on which samples re-
sulted from targeted or random sampling 
make it difficult to assess such trends.

The report recommends continuous 
random testing of a sufficient number of 
samples in each food and feed group to 
ensure accurate assessments of the pres-
ence of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs.

 For more information.

Consultations

EFSA consults on guidance for 
environmental risk assessment of 
GM plants

EFSA launched a public consultation 
on its updated guidance for assessing 
the impact of GM plants on the en-
vironment. There are new, strength-
ened requirements in terms of data 
generation, collection and analysis. 
The guidance also contains a revised 
section on the evaluation of the pos-
sible effects on non-target organisms. 
Some GM plants, for example, produce 
an insecticide which wards off attacks 
from certain insects. It is important 
to ensure that these plants do not 
adversely affect other insects (the so-
called non-target organisms). 
EFSA reviewed and updated the specific 
areas that need to be addressed when 
assessing the environmental impact of 
a GM plant. These cover, in particular,  
the persistence and invasiveness of the 
GM plant, taking into account plant-to-
plant gene transfer; the likelihood and 
consequences of gene transfer from the 
plant to micro-organisms; the potential 
evolution of resistance in target pests; 
the impact of the GM plant on non-target 
organisms; and the impact that the 
cultivation, management and harvesting 
techniques associated with the GM plant 
may have. Specific attention was also 
given to other environmental processes 
that may be affected by the GM plant, 
as well as to the impact that these may 
have on human and animal health.

Alongside the guidance, EFSA’s GMO 
Panel also produced a scientific opin-
ion on how to evaluate the impact of 
a GM plant on non-target organisms. 
It defines criteria for selecting relevant 
non-target species, for identifying 
those aspects of the environment 
that need to be protected from harm, 
and for designing laboratory and field 
studies, and their statistical analysis.
As part of this work, EFSA discussed the 
scientific issues and various aspects of 
the documents with stakeholders and 
Member States. The public consultation 
closed on 30 April. EFSA also held a tech-
nical meeting with Member States to 
discuss and clarify comments received 
during the consultation in Berlin on 17 
June. The comments will be considered 
in shaping the final documents.

For more information on the guidance and 
the opinion on non-target organisms.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/scdoc/1385.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/gmo100305a.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/gmo100305.htm
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HighlightsConsultations

Public consultation on guidance 
on risk-benefit assessment of 
food 

EFSA’s Scientific Committee launched 
a public consultation on its guidance 
on assessing the risks and benefits of 
food. For example, fruit and vegeta-
bles provide key nutrients but may 
also contain potentially harmful sub-
stances, such as nitrates. As a result, 
decision makers must be able to take 
into account the net health impact of 
different foods.

In its guidance the Scientific Com-
mittee recommends a three-step 
approach consisting of: an initial 
assessment considering whether a 
risk-benefit assessment is needed or, 
alternatively, if the health risk clearly 
outweighs the health benefit (or vice 
versa); a refined assessment aimed 
at quantifying estimates of risk and 
benefit at relevant exposure levels; 
and finally, a full comparison of the 
combined risk and benefit to establish 
a net health impact value.

The Scientific Committee specifies that 
risk-benefit assessments should be 
based on clearly defined objectives to 
be agreed beforehand between risk-
benefit assessors and decision makers. 
The outlined approach should save 
time and resources as the assessors 
would report to decision makers after 
each stage of the process. They would 
then be able to decide whether suffi-
cient information is already available 
without having to proceed through all 
of the steps.

The consultation closed on 15 April 
2010. 

For more information.

EFSA sets European dietary reference 
values for nutrient intakes 

EFSA’s Panel on Dietetic Products, n utri-
tion and Allergies has established dietary 
reference values for the intake of carbohy-
drates, dietary fibre, fats and water. EFSA’s 
advice on nutrient intakes provides im-
portant evidence to underpin nutritional 
policies, the setting of diet-related public 
health targets and the development of 
consumer information and educational 
programmes on healthy diets. 

Dietary reference values indicate the 
amount of an individual nutrient that 
people need for good health depending 
on their age and gender. The European 
Commission asked EFSA to update previ-
ous European advice in this area, taking 
into account new scientific evidence and 
recent national and international recom-
mendations. The Panel conclusions are:

>  The intake of total carbohydrates - from 
starchy foods such as potatoes and 
pasta, and from sugars - should range 
from 45-60% of the total energy intake 
for adults and children. 

>  For sugars there is good evidence that 
frequent consumption of foods high in 
sugars increases the risk of tooth decay. 
Data also show links between high in-
takes of sugars from sugary drinks and 
weight gain. However, the Panel found 
there was insufficient evidence to set an 
upper limit because the possible health 
effects are mainly related to patterns of 
food consumption. 

>  A daily intake of 25 grams of dietary 
fibre is adequate for normal bowel 

function in adults. There is also 
evidence that higher intakes may re-
duce the risk of heart disease, type 

2-diabetes and may help main-
tain weight, for example. 

> Fat intake should range 
between 20-35% of the to-
tal energy intake, although 
for infants and young chil-

dren it can be up to 40% given 
their specific developmental needs. 

>  There is good evidence that higher in-
takes of saturated fats and trans fats 
lead to increased blood cholesterol 
levels which may contribute to devel-
opment of heart disease. Replacing 
saturated and tran fats with mono- and 
poly-unsaturated fatty acids should be 
considered by policy makers when mak-
ing recommendations and guidelines. 

>  250 mg of long-chain omega-3 fatty 
acids per day for adults may reduce the 
risk of heart disease. 

>  2 litres of water per day is considered ad-
equate for women and 2.5 litres for men. 

The Panel also published two further 
opinions, one laying down the general 
principles for establishing dietary refer-
ence values, and another providing advice 
to policy makers on how to translate nu-
tritional recommendations into messages 
about foods, called food-based dietary 
guidelines (FBDGs). FBDGs can guide 
consumers on what to eat and help them 
make healthy dietary choices.

The opinions were adopted by the Panel 
after consultation with Member States, 
the scientific community, and other stake-
holders. The consultation ensures EFSA 
has benefited from the widest range of 
views to finalise the work and can provide 
the most up-to-date, clear and compre-
hensive advice to EU decision makers.

For more information.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/sc100226.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/ndatopics/topic/drv.htm


 11 EFSAnews  # 22 - JUn E 2010

EFSA is responsible for verifying the sci-
ence behind nutrition and health claims, 
under EU law. The European Commission 
and Member States use EFSA’s evaluations 
to decide whether or not to authorise the 
claims being made by industry. EFSA regu-
larly engages with stakeholders to better 
explain its role and to provide guidance 
to applicants. 

The claims are grouped into three general 
headings: ‘General Function’ claims such 
as ‘calcium is good for your bones’, based 
on generally accepted scientific evidence; 
‘new function’ claims, based on new sci-
entific evidence and/or for which protec-
tion of proprietary data is requested; and 
claims regarding disease risk reduction 
and child development or health.  

For ‘general function’ claims, Member 
States and the Commission compile all 
available scientific data submitted by 
food business operators to substantiate 
the claims. For the other types of claims, 
the applicant is responsible for sending in 
all relevant information. Then at EFSA, the 
Panel on Dietetic Products, nutrition and 
Allergies (nDA) assesses the data, accord-
ing to agreed deadlines. 

For ‘general function’ claims, EFSA has 
adopted a phased approach to its evalu-
ations of claims due to the very large 
number received and the requirement to 
publish opinions soon after adoption to 
ensure transparency. In carrying out its 
work, EFSA combines similar claims (e.g. 

by substance and/or benefit) in order to 
form coherent opinions. As a result, as of 
May 2010, the Authority has published 125 
opinions providing scientific advice for 
more than 900 ‘general function’ health 
claims from a list of 4,637 claims submit-
ted to EFSA by the Commission between 
July 2008 and March 2010. 

In addition, EFSA has adopted by now over 
80 opinions related to the other types of 
claims, submitted by applicants.

Regular meetings with stakeholders offer 
the Authority an opportunity to further 
explain the claims evaluation process to 
applicants and provide additional guid-
ance in the light of experiences gained 
so far. They also allow EFSA to exchange 
views with experts from food industry/
applicants, Member States, and the Com-
mission. On 1 June in Parma, another such 
technical meeting was held. It allowed 
EFSA to update stakeholders on the latest 
developments regarding health claims.

The Authority also offers guidance to ap-
plicants on how to submit applications 
including what data are needed. It has 
published a briefing document on how 
EFSA has followed consistent procedures 
for evaluating such health claims, includ-
ing the use of uniform scientific criteria for 
substantiating claims and for characteris-
ing foods. 

For more information.

Highlights

EFSA’s role in evaluating health claims

Consultations

EFSA consults European and 
international partners on 
bisphenol A

EFSA has consulted with experts from 
across Europe, as well as several inter-
national risk assessment authorities, 
on bisphenol A. BPA is widely used 
in the manufacture of polycarbonate 
plastics, including materials which 
come into contact with food, and has 
been linked to a number of possible 
health problems.

The first meeting took place at EFSA 
on 26 March. It was attended by 
25 experts, nominated by 19 European 
countries, as well as members of EFSA’s 
scientific Panel on food contact mate-
rials (CEF) and European Commission 
representatives.

At the meeting, EFSA outlined its 
draft BPA opinion, as well as the initial 
findings of its review of recent related 
scientific literature. Panel members 
stressed that all relevant scientific in-
formation will be critically analysed to 
determine its importance to the safety 
assessment of BPA.

Experts from Denmark, France and 
Germany presented their recent or 
ongoing assessments, which gave 
participants the opportunity to con-
tribute any other relevant information. 
The main issues discussed included 
the design of scientific studies on 
BPA, toxicological aspects and the 
strengths and weaknesses of certain 
individual studies.

Similar issues – as well as details of new 
risk assessments and studies being 
carried out – were also discussed with 
the US Food and Drug Administra-
tion, Health Canada, Food Standards 
Australia n ew Zealand, the Food 
Safety Commission of Japan and the 
World Health Organisation during a 
telephone conference on 29 March.

EFSA’s independent scientific  out- 
put on  BPA is  due  to  be  adopted   in
July  by  the  CEF  Panel.  EFSA is pro-
moting dialogue with its national and 
international partners on this issue to 
ensure that European-level advice is 
based upon the most up-to-date and 
reliable information possible.

For more information.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/ndatopics/topic/nutrition.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/cef100626.htm
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EFSA completes first safety assessments 
of smoke flavourings

The European Food Safety Authority 
(EFSA) has completed the first ever review 
of the safety of 11 smoke flavourings used 
in the European Union. Based on EFSA’s 
work, the European Commission will es-
tablish a list of smoke flavouring products 
authorised for use in foods.

Klaus-Dieter Jany, the chair of EFSA’s 
expert Panel on flavourings (CEF Panel) 
said: “The Panel based its conclusions on the 
limited data which are currently available as 
well as conservative – or cautious – intake  
estimates. The Panel expressed safety con-
cerns for several smoke flavourings where 
intake levels could be relatively close to the 
levels which may cause negative health 
effects. However, this does not necessarily 
mean that people consuming these products 
will be at risk as, in order to be on the safe 
side, the consumption estimates deliberately 
over-estimate intake levels.”

To assess the safety of these smoke flavour-
ings, the CEF Panel asked manufacturers 
for data on the composition and toxicity of 
their products as well as details on their in-
tended uses and use levels. Based on this 
information, the Panel determined the 
highest intake level at which each product 
was shown not to cause adverse health 
effects in animals. This level was then 

compared to estimated intake levels for 
humans in order to determine “margins 
of safety” for each product.

Out of the 11 smoke flavourings evaluated 
by the Panel, experts found that the mar-
gins of safety for two of the products were 
large enough not to give rise to safety con-
cerns when considering the uses and use 
levels specified by the manufacturers. For 
eight others, the smaller margins of safety 
did give rise to safety concerns and for 
one of those smoke flavourings the Panel 
could not rule out concerns regarding pos-
sible genotoxicity (damage to the genetic 
material of cells) given the available data. 
The Panel could not assess the safety of 
one further smoke flavouring due to the 
lack of adequate data available.

Smoke flavourings are products which 
can be added to certain foods – includ-
ing meat, fish or cheeses – to give them 
a “smoked” flavour, as an alternative to 
traditional smoking. They can also be 
used as flavourings in other foods such as 
soups, sauces, drinks and confectionery. 
All of the smoke flavourings which have 
now been assessed by EFSA are currently, 
or have previously been, on the market in 
the EU.
For more information.

HighlightsConsultations

Public consultation on EFSA’s 
Communications Strategy  
2010 – 2013 

EFSA’s role is to assess and commu-
nicate on all risks associated with the 
food chain. By communicating on 
risks in an open and transparent way 
based on EFSA’s independent scien-
tific advice, the Authority contributes 
to improving food safety in Europe 
and to building confidence in the risk 
assessment process.

EFSA’s original communications strat-
egy was adopted by the Management 
Board in 2006 and set out the strategic 
approach EFSA takes to its communi-
cation. There have been significant 
developments since 2006: for EFSA as 
an organisation that has grown and 
learnt from experience; and in the 
wider external environment in which 
we operate and communicate. That is 
why a review of the communications 
strategy is being undertaken: to take 
stock, look again at our approaches 
and refresh the strategy for the future. 
Learning from qualitative research on 
EFSA and its work carried out in 2009 
with key partners and stakeholders 
has also been taken into account.

This document details the overall 
strategic framework and objectives 
for EFSA communications and the ex-
pected outcomes. It identifies EFSA’s 
key target audiences and outlines how 
EFSA implements its communications 
activities through the selection of ap-
propriate communications channels 
and tools and evaluates their impact 
and effectiveness.

EFSA is soliciting feedback on the 
draft strategy from its partners and 
through its networks and is now 
launching a broader public consulta-
tion on the draft document through 
the EFSA website.

All interested parties are invited to 
submit comments by 5 July 2010.

For more information.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/ceftopics/docs/cefsmokeflavourings.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/comm100505.htm
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Helping to reduce the numbers of food-borne  
diseases across Europe
Across Europe reported numbers of 
Salmonella infections in humans have 
been falling over the past years whereas 
Campylobacter infections have stayed at 
high levels, according to the Community 
Summary Report on Zoonoses and Food-
borne Outbreaks. The decrease in Salmo-
nella infections is partly due to EFSA’s 
work. EFSA provides the scientific advice 
to risk managers that they use to develop 
the most effective control measures. In ad-
dition, each year EFSA, together with the 
European Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control (ECDC), reports on the num-
bers of human infections and the levels 
of these bacteria in animals and foods 
from data collected all across Europe. This 
cycle of data collection and advice is the 
scientific basis for the decision making 
by risk managers that is helping to lower 
infection levels across Europe. 

So far, most actions have been taken for 
Salmonella in poultry. Eggs and poultry 
meat are recognised as important sources 
of human Salmonella infections, causing 
illness such as fever, diarrhoea and ab-
dominal cramps.  

The European Commission has organised 
baseline surveys across all EU Member 
States to set Salmonella reduction targets 
in poultry flocks in order to prevent hu-
man infections. The surveys provide the 
data used to set the targets. EFSA has ana-
lysed the results of these surveys. In 2006, 
results from EFSA’s analysis of an EU-wide 
baseline survey conducted in 2004-2005 
of Salmonella in laying hens, found that 
on average 18.3% of laying hen flocks 
in the EU were positive for Salmonella 
Enteritidis. Salmonella Enteritidis is the 
Salmonella type most frequently associ-
ated with human illness, mainly due to the 
consumption of eggs. This led the Euro-
pean Commission to set targets for posi-
tive flocks in Member States. According 
to the results reported by Member States 
that are presented every year in EFSA’s ‘An-
nual Report on Zoonoses and Food-borne 

outbreaks’, it appears that most Member 
States are on track towards meeting the 2% 
target; for example, 2008 figures show that 
3.1% of the laying hen flocks were positive 
in 25 Member States.

EFSA has also assessed the risk of Salmo-
nella from pig meat, drawing on results 
from EFSA’s analysis of EU baseline studies. 
The assessment suggests that pigs and pig 
meat may be responsible for 10-20% of all 
human cases of salmonellosis in the EU - 
but with differences between countries. 
It found that controlling Salmonella more 
effectively within the pig meat food chain 
would have a direct impact on reducing 
the number of human cases. In its as-
sessment, EFSA also evaluated a series of 
measures to reduce the number of human 
cases. The Commission will now look at 
EFSA’s advice, before conducting a cost-
benefit evaluation and then deciding on 
appropriate reduction targets. 

EFSA also analysed the results of an EU-
wide survey of Campylobacter, the most 
common source of food-borne human 
disease in the EU, in chicken at slaughter-
houses. On average, the bacterium was 
found in over 70% of chickens, although 
figures varied from country to country. The 
survey results, coupled with EFSA’s assess-
ment that the handling, preparation and 
consumption of chicken meat may directly 
account for 20 to 30% of human cases of 
campylobacteriosis in the EU, will help the 
Commission decide whether to set targets 
and if so at what level, in order to further 
reduce zoonotic infections in the EU.

These examples show how EFSA’s assess-
ments and advice, together with its data 
collection and monitoring, is contributing 
to European food safety decision making. 
This, in turn, is helping to combat zoonotic 
infections across Europe, as in the case of 
falling human Salmonella infections over 
the last five years. 

 
For more information.

Profile

Filippo Angelucci 

Since July 2009, Filippo Angelucci is 
Head of EFSA’s IT and Operations Unit. 
The unit is responsible for developing 
and maintaining IT applications and 
infrastructure, as well as providing 
communication and IT customer sup-
port services. It provides reception, 
general office, building maintenance 
and security services and handles 
procurement of contracts for both 
services and goods. 

Before EFSA, he was the Head of IT So-
lution Development Unit at EUROPOL 
in the Hague and has worked both for 
commercial and public companies , 
such as: Sprint, Telecom Italia, Alenia 
Spazio, the n ational Aeronautics and 
Space Administration and European 
Space Agency. His responsibilities 
included managing projects, services 
and customers, as well as, R&D and 
policy programmes. 

He holds a Master in Aeronautical 
Engineering from “La Sapienza” Uni-
versity in Rome and a Master’s degree 
in Engineering Management from 
the George Washington University in 
Washington D.C.

He has led the creation and deploy-
ment of IT tools to support cross bor-
der police cooperation, and to improve 
efficiency of processes and systems in 
private and public organisations. 

Highlights

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/panels/zoonoses.htm
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EFSA issues scientific advice on Q fever 

Following a significant increase of human 
cases of Q fever in The n etherlands, the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 
has provided scientific advice on this 
animal disease which can also be trans-
mitted to humans. The opinion addresses 
the significance of Q fever in animals and 
humans, different risk factors involved in 
the occurrence and spread of the disease, 
and the effectiveness of possible control 
measures at the EU level.

EFSA’s advice states that infection with Cox-
iella burnetii, the bacterium which causes 
Q fever, is widespread in cattle, sheep, and 
goats in the EU. Several factors can affect 
the spread of the infection between these 
animals, but the overall impact on their 
health is limited as they rarely develop 
the disease itself. The opinion suggests 
that a combination of measures could be 
used to control Q fever in the long-term 
and short-term, with preventive vaccina-
tion of animals considered to be the most 
effective long-term option.

The available information indicates that 
Q fever also has a limited impact on pub-
lic health, although it can be significant 
for some risk groups. Humans gener-
ally become infected through air-borne 
transmission of the bacterium. There is no 
evidence that people can become ill by 
consuming contaminated milk or meat.

The Chair of EFSA’s expert Panel on Ani-
mal Health and Welfare, Philippe Vannier, 
said: “Cooperation across animal and public 
health disciplines is key in addressing the 
risks and challenges posed by a disease 
such as Q fever. EFSA has therefore worked 

in close collaboration with the European 
Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
to provide decision makers with integrated 
European-level advice on Q fever covering 
both human and animal health, as well as 
the transmission of the disease from animals 
to humans”.

“We need early exchange of information 
between veterinarians and human health 
practitioners to better identify the origin 
of outbreaks in humans and to implement 
preventive measures when possible. Im-
portantly, we need to all speak the same 
language and record data in the same way. 
Harmonisation of data collection is critical 
in order to define a more accurate picture of 
the situation in Europe and how it is evolving 
over time.”

EFSA’s opinion states that infection with 
Coxiella burnetii, the bacterium which 
causes Q fever, is widespread in cattle, 
sheep, and goats in the EU. Infection with 
Coxiella burnetii can be present in a wide 
range of different farming systems, but 
the overall impact on the health of ani-
mals is limited as they rarely develop the 
disease itself. When it occurs, notably in 
sheep and goats, it may cause reproduc-
tive disorders, including abortion.

A number of factors – including proximity 
to sheep and goats (especially when giv-
ing birth) and dry, windy weather – can  
affect the risk of human infection. How-
ever, there is considerable uncertainty 
about the relative importance of these 
risk factors, and it is likely that there is 
often more than one factor involved. n o 
clear link was demonstrated between 

HighlightsProfile

Juliane Kleiner 

Dr Juliane Kleiner is head of EFSA’s 
Dietetic products, n utrition and Al-
lergies (nDA) unit. The nDA Unit deals 
with health claims, novel foods, infant 
formulae/dietetic foods, dietary refer-
ence values and allergies. 

Juliane obtained a Ph.D. degree in 
human biology (theoretical medicine) 
from the University of Marburg (Ger-
many) and earned a Master’s degree in 
nutritional sciences from the University 
of Giessen (Germany). 

After some years of university work at 
Marburg she started at the European 
branch of the International Life Sci-
ences Institute (ILSI Europe) for which 
she worked seven years as a senior 
scientist, responsible for the scientific 
management and support of the food 
safety programme. 

Since March 2004 she has worked at 
EFSA. She was first acting head of the 
Contaminants Unit, then moved as a 
senior scientific officer to the former 
Scientific Expert Services where she 
contributed to the set-up of its scien-
tific activities. She then became team 
leader of the Scientific Committee of 
the Scientific Committee and Advisory 
Forum Unit. Since March 2008 she has 
been leading the n DA unit.
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EFSA Web Watch

Making EFSA even more 
accessible 

The EFSA website has been rede-
signed to make it easier to use.

From the home page, visitors will 
immediately notice a difference. The 
home page covers more of EFSA’s 
activities at a glance. From there, the 
new navigation across the top of each 
page will direct users to their areas of 
interest in fewer clicks. 

There are improvements of the local 
navigation within sections too. Users 
will have a continuous overview of 
the range of information available to 
them within a section. In addition, for 
each page visited there is a trail show-
ing users where they are in relation to 
the rest of the site, so users can always 
find their way around.  

These revised designs are based on 
findings from extensive user testing, 
and have been developed together 
with usability and design experts. 
n avigating around EFSA’s site has 
never been easier thanks to these 
latest changes.

Highlights

the spillover of infection from farms to 
humans and either the size of the farms 
involved or the virulence of different 
strains of infection.

The opinion identified a number of meas-
ures which could be used to control Cox-
iella burnetii infection in sheep and goats, 
but stressed that a combination of meas-
ures may be needed to deal with both 
farm-based and environmental routes of 
infection. Vaccination could be considered 
as a long-term control option, as it may 
not be effective in the short term. Some 
options, including the culling of pregnant 
animals, were not considered suitable for 
long-term control but may have a role in 
the face of an outbreak. Antibiotic treat-
ment of infected animals was not recom-
mended.

The EFSA opinion included a number of 
recommendations, including the har-
monisation of data collection on Q fever 

in animals so as to enable comparisons 
over time and between countries. It also 
stressed the importance of the rapid iden-
tification and reporting of Q fever cases 
in animals, as well as the early exchange 
of information between veterinarians and 
public health practitioners.

EFSA has also published a separate report 
which includes proposals for the develop-
ment of a harmonised monitoring and 
reporting scheme for Q fever in animals 
in the EU Member States and which was 
referred to extensively in the EFSA opin-
ion. The report was funded by EFSA, in line 
with Article 36 of its founding regulation, 
and was prepared by a consortium of sci-
entific institutions from different Member 
States, led by the French Agence Française 
de Sécurité Sanitaire des Aliments (Afssa).

For more information on the scientific opinion 
and the development of harmonised schemes.

Overview of acrylamide levels in 2008
EFSA has published a summary of acryla-
mide levels in different types of food sam-
pled in 2008. The report is based on over 
3,400 results provided by 22 European 
Union Member States and n orway.

The highest average levels of acrylamide 
were reported in the food group “substi-
tute coffee”, which includes coffee-like 
drinks based on cereals, such as barley or 
chicory. Of the 22 food groups sampled, 
the lowest average levels were found in 
unspecified bread products.

Overall, reported acrylamide levels 
seemed to be lower in 2008 than 2007. 
However, this was not the case for all food 
groups and some showed higher levels of 
acrylamide in 2008, such as potato crisps, 
instant coffee and substitute coffee. The 
overall trend will become clearer from the 
results obtained in the coming years.

Acrylamide is a substance that can be 
formed in certain foods, typically starchy 
products, through high-temperature 
cooking processes including frying, bak-
ing and roasting. An EFSA statement in 
2005 confirmed that acrylamide is both 

carcinogenic and genotoxic (i.e. it can 
cause damage to the genetic material of 
cells).

This is the second in a series of three EFSA 
reports (covering 2007, 2008 and 2009 re-
spectively) which will help the European 
Commission and EU Member States to de-
termine whether or not voluntary meas-
ures taken by the food industry to reduce 
acrylamide levels have been successful.

next year, and taking into account the data 
from 2007 to 2009, EFSA will carry out an 
exposure assessment to determine how 
changes in acrylamide levels in different 
types of food affect the total amount of 
acrylamide that people consume.

For more information.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/scdoc/1595.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/scdoc/48e.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs/scdoc/1599.htm
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number of scientific opinions, statements 
and other scientific documents per panel/
unit from October 2009 to March 2010.

Scientific area of expertise

Scientific
Opinions of 

Scientific 
Committee/

Panel

Other 
scientific  

outputs of 
EFSA

Animal health and welfare (AHAW) 5 1

Assessment methodology (AMU) - 2

Food additives and nutrient sources (AnS) 14 1

Biological hazards (BIOHAZ) 12 2

Food contact materials, enzymes, flavourings (CEF) 25 -

Contaminants (COnTAM) 6 -

Data collection & exposure (DATEX) - 5

Emerging risks (EMRISK) - 3

Feed additives (FEEDAP) 18 1

Genetically modified organisms (GMO) 12 2

nutrition (nDA) 60 6

Plant health (PLH) 3 -

Plant protection products (PPR) 3 4

Pesticides (PRAPeR) - 48

Scientific Committee (SC) - -

Scientific cooperation (SCO) - 2

Zoonoses (Data collection) - 10

The aim of this table is to provide an 
overview of the latest scientific opinions, 
statements and other working documents 
adopted by EFSA’s Scientific Panels and 
Units. These numbers vary according to 
the nature of the question raised, and the 
type of risk assessment required. Hence, 

the number of opinions, statements and 
other working documents issued by a 
Panel is not in itself an indicator of pro-
ductivity. The list of all opinions adopted 
can be found in the Register of Questions. 
Summaries and texts of the opinions by 
Panel are available online. 

www.efsa.europa.eu
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionsListLoader?panel=ALL
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/scdocs.htm

