
The resulting Strategic Plan 2009-2013 

refl ects not only the inputs of EFSA staff  

and Management Board, but also those 

of partners, stakeholders and other inter-

ested parties who have contributed to the 

extensive consultation process that took 

place in 2008. The fi nal version has ben-

efi ted from the expertise and perspective 

provided by European institutions and 

agencies, national food safety agencies, 

international organisations, stakeholders 

and the general public. 

Six key, high-level objectives have been 

identifi ed in the Plan and they are sum-

marised as follows:
Since EFSA was established in 2002, much 

has changed – and will continue to change 

– in the environment in which it operates. 

Global issues such as climate change, food 

security, scientifi c and technological inno-

vation, socio-demographic trends, inter-

national trade and travel, and changes in 

the regulatory environment have changed 

the context in which we work and in-

creased our workload. Although our core 

mission of providing a scientifi c evidence 

base in support of European food safety 

policy is unchanged, we cannot ignore the 

evolving operating environment. That is 

why we have devoted significant time 

and resource over the past months to 

formulating a vision for the future, which 

analyses the drivers of change and gives 

us a fi rm foundation for our planning over 

the coming fi ve years.    
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EFSA looks to the future 

Foreword

1.  An integrated approach to delivering 

scientifi c advice, fi eld to plate

2.  The timely, high-quality evaluation 

of products, substances and claims 

subject to regulatory authorisation

3.  The collation, dissemination and 

analysis of data in the fi elds within 

EFSA’s remit

4.  EFSA positioned at the forefront of 

risk assessment in Europe and inter-

nationally

5.  Reinforce confi dence and trust in 

EFSA and the EU food safety system

6.  Assure the responsiveness, effi  ciency 

and eff ectiveness of EFSA
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In focus

Latest publications

New Scientifi c Colloquium 
reports now available in print

The latest reports from EFSA’s series of 

Scientifi c Colloquia are now available in 

print. 

The topics covered include: 

>  Environmental Risk Assessment of Ge-

netically Modifi ed Plants - Challenges 

and Approaches (June 207 in Tabiano, 

Italy).

>  Nutrient Profiling for foods bearing 

Nutrition and Health Claims (October 

2007 in Parma, Italy)

>  Pest risk assessment - Science in sup-

port of phytosanitary decision making 

in the European Community covered in 

December 2007 in Parma, Italy 

The next in the series, ‘Acrylamide car-

cinogenicity - New evidence in relation 

to dietary exposure’ from the meeting 

in Tabiano in May 2007, will be available 

soon.

EFSA’s Scientifi c Colloquia aim to achieve a 

better understanding of the fundamental 

scientifi c issues related to risk assessment 

on food and feed. They are designed to 

provide ample opportunity for an inter-

active exchange of expert views. They are 

suffi  ciently informal to allow for substan-

tial debates if needed, whilst also being 

adequately structured and managed to 

enable participants to reach conclusions 

and make recommendations, as appro-

priate.

To obtain copies, please contact the 

EU bookshop.

EFSA SCIENTIFIC COLLOQUIUM

SUMMARY REPORT

ENVIRONMENTAL 
RISK ASSESSMENT 
OF GENETICALLY 
MODIFIED PLANTS -
CHALLENGES AND APPROACHES

20-21 June 2007, Tabiano (Parma), Italy
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EFSA SCIENTIFIC COLLOQUIUM

SUMMARY REPORT

NUTRIENT PROFILING 

FOR FOODS BEARING 

NUTRITION AND 

HEALTH CLAIMS

11–12 October 2007, Parma, Italy

9

IS
S

N
 1830

-4737

Y
R

E
P

O
R

T
N

U
T

R
IE

N
T

 P
R

O
F

IL
IN

G
 F

O
R

 F
O

O
D

S
 B

E
A

R
IN

G
 N

U
T

R
IT

IO
N

 A
N

D
 H

E
A

L
T

H
 C

L
A

IM
S

EFSA SCIENTIFIC COLLOQUIUM

SUMMARY REPORT
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11–12 October 2007

EFSA SCIENTIFIC COLLOQUIUM

SUMMARY REPORT

PEST RISK 

ASSESSMENT 

SCIENCE IN SUPPORT 

OF PHYTOSANITARY 

DECISION-MAKING IN THE 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

06-07 December 2007, Parma, Italy
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ber to remove this excessive exposure. In 

other words, the contaminated products 

had been removed from the market. 

In the statement issued on 10 Decem-

ber 2008, EFSA concluded that adverse 

health eff ects were unlikely for this single 

event. This was based on the most likely 

scenario of someone eating an average 

amount of Irish pork everyday for the 

90 days the incident occurred, of which 

10% was contaminated at the highest 

recorded concentration of dioxins. If this 

happened the amount of dioxins that 

would accumulate and stay in the body 

over time would increase by about 10%. 

And in a very extreme case, if someone 

ate a large amount of Irish pork each day 

over the same period, and all of it was 

contaminated at the highest recorded 

concentration, it would still not neces-

sarily lead to adverse health effects.

For more information.

EFSA quickly responds to dioxins in Irish pork

Two days after the European Commission 

asked EFSA for its advice on the risks to 

human health due to the contamination 

of Irish pork by dioxins, the Authority is-

sued its statement. 

Dioxins are persistent man-made chemi-

cal contaminants usually formed by indus-

trial combustions and chemical processes 

that can enter the food chain. High levels 

of dioxins can be a risk to human health 

and their toxicity is related to the amount 

accumulated in the body over many years, 

the so-called body burden. Dioxin levels 

in pork and pork products depend on the 

fat content, because dioxins accumulate 

in the fat. The longer the exposure and the 

higher the fat content, the more dioxins 

accumulate and stay in the body. 

EFSA based its statement on a limited 

data set using certain assumptions. EFSA 

assumed that exposure to the raised levels 

began in September 2008 and that eff ec-

tive measures had been taken in Decem-

EFSA’s 2009 Management Plan, also adopt-

ed by the Management Board at the same 

time, is a practical realisation of these ob-

jectives. As our priorities will continue to 

evolve and urgent emerging issues oblige 

us to remain fl exible and responsive, the 

Strategic Plan is intended to be a living, 

dynamic document that will be revisited 

regularly. Through this newsletter I would 

like to thank once again all those who con-

tributed to the preparation of the Plan. 

Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle

EFSA Executive Director

http://bookshop.europa.eu/eubookshop/index.action?request_locale=EN
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902210863.htm
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health claims. EFSA is providing the sci-

entifi c advice to support the Commission 

and Member States draw up a ‘positive 

list’ of permitted ‘function’ health claims 

in the EU by January 2010.

In July 2008, the Commission asked EFSA 
for advice on a list of 2,870 health claims, 
each comprising of a food component, 
a health relationship and an example of 
wording. The draft list was the result of a 
consolidation process, carried out by the 
Commission, after examining 44,000 claims 

supplied by Member States. The list was 

The European Commission has sent EFSA 

an updated list of 4,185 main functional 

health claims - such as ‘calcium is good for 

bones’ - under Article 13 of the EU’s Regu-

lation on nutrition and health claims. 

EFSA has screened them and has identifi ed 

those which require further information 

before evaluations can start. It has also 

indicated which claims will be evaluated, 

and by when. 

The evaluations that EFSA is doing, form 

part of the EU’s regulation on nutrition and 

Evaluating health claims: EFSA’s progress to date

Latest publications

EFSA 2009 Work Plan 

As the cornerstone of the EU risk as-

sessment system for food and feed 

safety, EFSA will continue to provide 

risk managers in European institutions 

and EU Member States with scientifi c 

advice on existing and emerging risks. 

It will remain committed to the core 

standards of scientific excellence, 

openness, transparency, independ-

ence and responsiveness, based on the 

most recent scientifi c methodologies, 

information and data available. 

In line with EFSA’s strategic plan 2009-

2013, the 2009 Work Plan highlights 

what it aims to achieve this year. It will 

further streamline procedures and 

increase its presence and visibility in 

Member States and globally. Prospec-

tive highlights include more advice on 

nanotechnology, assessments on nutri-

tion and health claims, evaluations of 

fl avourings, as well as developing and 

promoting harmonised risk assessment 

approaches.

For more information

0

Work Plan 2009

Committed to ensuring that Europe’s food is safe
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EFSA received some 200 comments 

from 30 organisations and individuals in 

response to its public consultation on 

the Authority’s draft opinion on the risks 

nanotechnology poses to food and feed 

safety. The consultation closed on 1 De-

cember 2008. 

The consultation that began in October 

2008 sought to collect views on its draft 

opinion on the approaches used to assess 

the risks of using nano applications in the 

food chain. It aims to see whether existing 

approaches can be appro-

priately applied to this 

new technology. 

Stakeholders respond to EFSA’s 
nanotechnology public consultation

Having taken into account the comments 

received during the consultation, EFSA’s 

Scientifi c Committee adopted the opinion 

at its plenary meeting of 10-11 February, 

subject to the changes proposed during 

the discussions.

When fi nalised, the opinion will help the 

European Commission to explore appro-

priate measures, assess existing legislation 

and determine the scope of possible fur-

ther requests for scientifi c opinions from 

EFSA in this fi eld. It will also indicate to 

applicants the data they would need to 

provide for risk assessments.

During the consultation period, EFSA also 

held a technical meeting in Brussels with 

its Stakeholder Consultative Platform on 

the opinion. It allowed EFSA to brief stake-

holders face-to-face, and to exchange 

views and feedback. The discussion cov-

ered such issues as, what constitutes engi-

neered nanomaterials introduced into the 

food chain, how to detect them, and the 

uncertainties of performing risk assess-

ments given the limited information.

Meanwhile, following requests from the 

Commission, EFSA used the case-by-case 

approach recommended in the draft opin-

ion to look into the safety of two specifi c 

nanomaterials used in food supplements 

and plastic drinks bottles.

For more information about the 

public consultation and technical meeting.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902132298.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902157294.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_AnnualManagementPlan.htm


4 EFSAnews  # 19 - MARCH 2009

New EFSA body coordinates pesticide risk 
assessments

EFSA has set up a new committee to 

further strengthen its role in reviewing 

the safety of active substances used in 

pesticides together with the European 

Commission and EU Member States. 

“The committee will provide a platform for 

cooperation and consultation between the 

In focusLatest publications

Annual Zoonoses report now 
available 

EFSA and the European Centre for Dis-

ease Prevention and Control (ECDC) 

have published their Community 

Zoonoses Report for 2007, which analy-

ses the occurrence across the European 

Union of infectious diseases that can be 

transmitted from animals to humans. 

The report shows that although fi gures 

varied considerably nationally, Campy-

lobacter infections still topped the list 

of zoonotic diseases in the EU and that 

the number of cases due to Salmonella 

infections in humans fell for the fourth 

year in a row. Cases of Listeriosis re-

mained at the same level, following a 

signifi cant increase in past years.

For more information.

Good relations between public institutions 

such as EFSA and stakeholders are crucial in 

order to deliver real benefi ts for the people of 

the EU.” 

Mr Varlamos is a member of the manage-

ment board of the Greek consumer asso-

ciation ‘The Quality of Life’, (EKPIZO) and 

a member of the European Consumers’ 

Organisation, BEUC. 

EFSA’s Management Board agreed to create 

the Stakeholder Consultative Platform on 

20 June 2005. The Platform, composed of 

EU-wide stakeholder organisations working 

in areas related to the food chain, regularly 

meets to assist EFSA in the development of 

its overall relations and policy with stake-

holders. The meeting provides a platform for 

honest exchange of opinions and ideas.

In 2008, the Stakeholder Platform has 

been particularly involved in key issues, 

such as health claims, animal cloning and 

nanotechnology, by holding technical 

meetings on these topics. 

For more information.

Members of EFSA’s Stakeholder Consulta-

tive Platform, including representatives of 

consumer, industry and environmental 

groups, have elected Andreas Varlamos 

as the new Platform chair. 

“I am honoured that Members have put their 

confi dence in me and I intend in turn to dem-

onstrate that trust in chairing the Stakeholder 

Platform,” said Mr Varlamos. “I believe it is im-

portant the Platform plays its part in shaping 

EFSA’s vision and mission, and contributing 

to their achievements, particularly at a time 

when EFSA is reviewing its stakeholder policy. 

New chair for EFSA’s stakeholders’ platform

then updated in November and Decem-

ber 2008, with further claims submitted by 

Member States and some amendments to 

previously submitted claims.

The list of claims was published on EFSA’s 

website in January 2009, indicating which 

claims have been sent back and why, and 

the deadlines for evaluating the remain-

ing claims. 

By July 2009, EFSA will have evaluated 

about 1,000 claims, originally submitted 

in July 2008, which have not been modi-

fi ed. Another 470 claims will be evaluated 

by November 2009, from those submitted 

in July 2008 but amended, and new claims 

sent in November 2008. Deadlines for the 

remaining 2,700 claims – new claims from 

December 2008, claims sent earlier but 

then amended and those in need of need 

further information – still need to be set.

For more information.

diff erent actors involved in pesticide risk as-

sessment in the EU,” said Hubert Deluyker, 

Director of Scientific Cooperation and 

Assistance at EFSA. “It will be responsible 

for planning and monitoring the safety 

review process from beginning to end – in 

other words, from the initial application for 

a certain active substance to be authorised 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902267941.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_article13.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/PartnersNetworks/StakeholderInitiatives/efsa_locale-1178620753812_EFSAConsultativePlatformAndArchive.htm
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through to the publication of a conclusion 

by EFSA on the safety of that substance.” 

“The main aim is to further streamline the 

peer review process and clearly defi ne priori-

ties in the face of an ever-growing workload 

and a changing regulatory environment. In 

2007, for example, EFSA published conclu-

sions on 20 diff erent active substances but in 

2008 that fi gure is due to rise to 60 – in other 

words a three-fold increase year-on-year,” 

he continued. “At the same time, challeng-

ing new deadlines are being discussed which 

would put further pressure on the peer re-

view system.” 

The Pesticide Steering Committee was 

fully operational from 1 January 2009. 

It comprises experts responsible for the 

pesticide risk assessment process nation-

ally, and EFSA and European Commission 

representatives. 

The committee will help to ensure the 

best possible use of resources, increase ef-

fi ciency and further strengthen consumer 

protection. It will help prevent duplication 

and will promote the exchange of infor-

mation between EFSA, the Commission 

and Member States at every stage. 

For more information.

Latest publications

EFSA features in Trends in Food 
Science and Technology 

A special issue of the scientifi c journal 

Trends in Food Science and Technol-

ogy on EFSA’s 5 Year Anniversary was 

published in November 2008 and is 

now available.

This special issue features food safety 

issues discussed during the Scientifi c 

Forum held in Brussels in November 

2007, on the occasion of EFSA’s 5-Year 

Anniversary. The articles in this issue 

provide a good understanding of 

what EFSA does, of what it achieved 

over the fi rst fi ve years, and of what 

challenges lie ahead.

For more information.

Building bridges

EFSA and Commission’s research 
institutes agree to cooperate further

A cooperation agreement signed between 

EFSA and the European Commission’s Joint 

Research Centre (JRC), in Brussels on 10 

November, will advance scientifi c coopera-

tion and the development of international 

standards in food and feed safety.

“EFSA is delighted to strengthen its coopera-

tion with the JRC in areas such as GMOs, BSE, 

the eff ects of climate change on food safety 

and feed additives,” said EFSA’s Executive 

Director Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle at the 

signing ceremony. “The scientifi c research 

and related technological expertise of the 

JRC and its institutes play an important role 

in the European food safety system. Our 

increased cooperation will help keep EFSA’s 

work at the forefront of scientifi c knowledge 

and expertise.”

The signed agreement sets out how the 
JRC and EFSA will strengthen their cooper-
ation. The aim is to ensure that additional 
data are provided for risk assessment, that 
harmonised standards are applied to data 
generation and that analytical best prac-
tices are shared. EFSA and the JRC will also 
continue to work closely in identifying 
problem areas impacting upon European 
consumers and in developing innovative 
scientifi c solutions. 

Possibilities will be created to enhance 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902093448.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902216399.htm
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EFSA visits Finnish food safety authority

During EFSA’s visit to the Finnish Food 

Safety Authority, Evira, on 18-19 Novem-

ber 2008, EFSA attended Evira’s seminar 

on health claims. The event allowed EFSA 

the opportunity to present its work on nu-

trition, particularly health claims, as well 

as learn how the EU health claims regula-

tion is been implemented by the Finnish 

authorities. Equally, the seminar allowed 

stakeholders, and in particular applicants, 

to have an exchange of views with EFSA 

on how health claims are being evaluated 

by EFSA. 

The visit also allowed EFSA and Evira to 

exchange views, discuss priorities and 

their respective work programmes, as well 

as hear about Evira’s activities, including 

its Focal Point arrangements. Other top-

ics discussed during the visit included 

biological hazards, zoonoses, and animal 

health and welfare.

During the visit EFSA’s Executive Director, 

Catherine Geslain-Laneélle, and Riitta 

Maijala, EFSA Director of Risk Assessment 

gave presentations. Sinikka Turunen, from 

EFSA’s Management Board and Secretary 

General of the Finnish Consumers’ Associ-

ation, and Seppo Salminen, Director of the 

Functional Food Forum at the University 

of Turku and member of EFSA’s Panel on 

dietetic products, nutrition and allergies 

were also present.

For more information.

Building bridgesEvents

Workshop on pesticide 
persistence in soils

12-14 May 2009, Ispra, Italy

EFSA will run a workshop on pesticide 

persistence in soil on 12-14 May 2009 

in Ispra, Italy. The European Commis-

sion’s Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

will host the event at their premises 

in Ispra. 

The main objective will be to present 

EFSA’s draft of the revised guidance 

document on persistence of pesti-

cides in soil to EFSA’s stakeholders 

(Member States, industry representa-

tives, consulting companies and oth-

ers) to collect their feedback during 

the revision process. In particular, is-

sues linking environmental exposure 

to assessments of the ecotoxicologi-

cal eff ects in soil will be considered. 

This will also be of great relevance 

for EFSA’s upcoming revision of the 

Guidance Document on Terrestrial 

Ecotoxicology. 

Around 50-60 stakeholders are ex-

pected to attend. 

For more information.

staff development and training pro-

grammes, and to increase the exchange 

of scientists. There is also a provision for 

greater exchange of scientifi c and techni-

cal information, and the hosting of joint 

seminars and conferences. 

The JRC’s seven research institutes host six 

Community Reference Laboratories. These 

labs, created under EU law, help national 

authorities keep food and feed free from 

dangerous substances. Areas that EFSA 

cooperates closely with these labs include 

feed additives, genetically modifi ed food 

and feed, heavy metals, mycotoxins, poly-

cyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and food 

contact materials.

For more information.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902212255.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902172833.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902188833.htm


 7 EFSAnews  # 19 - MARCH 2009

EFSA at fi rst ever international 
risk assessment conference 

Interagency meeting shares best 
risk assessment practices

On 13-14 November 2008, EFSA attended 

the fi rst international conference on risk 

assessment ‘Global Risk Assessment Dia-

logue’ in Brussels, Belgium.

Among the topics discussed were the role 

of risk assessment in decision making, in-

ternational dialogue on risk assessments, 

the risk assessment risk-management 

interface, current policies and key issues.

In particular, participants focused on ex-

pressing and communicating uncertain-

ties in risk assessment/risk assessment 

terminology, emerging issues and chal-

lenges, and exposure assessment.

Risk assessors from many EU scientifi c com-

mittees and panels gathered in Parma on 

4-5 November 2008 to share experiences 

and best practices in risk assessment. This 

will further help improve the quality of 

and the communications about risk assess-

ments, and ultimately support risk manag-

ers in their decision-making.

Participants considered scientific issues 

of common interest related to risk assess-

ment, such as transparency, terminology, 

and identifi ed areas and topics for further 

cooperation, such as nanotechnology, 

emerging risks, international dialogue, data 

sharing, and sharing of practices.

The 182 participants ranged from around 

the world, coming from as far away as 

Australia, China, Japan, Russia, Canada 

and the US. The European Union was 

represented by agencies such as EFSA and 

the European Environment Agency, vari-

ous European Commission Directorates-

General, the European Parliament, and 

the University of Sussex and Cefi c, for the 

European chemical industry. Representa-

tives from the World Health Organisation 

also attended.

The second conference will be held in 

2010.

For more information.

This was the 4th annual meeting of Chairs 

and Secretariats of European Commission 

and Agency Scientific Committees, and 

Panels involved in risk assessment. The 

meeting was attended by representatives 

from the European Centre for Disease Pre-

vention and Control, the European Envi-

ronment Agency, the European Chemicals 

Agency, the European Medicines Agency, 

the Commission’s Directorates-General for 

Health and Consumers, and for Employ-

ment, Social Aff airs and Equal Opportuni-

ties, and EFSA.

For more information.

Call for experts

Sign up to EFSA’s online database of 
scientifi c experts 

EFSA’s database of 

scientific experts 

is a valuable tool 

to harness the wide scientifi c excel-

lence that is available in the European 

Union, and beyond, and to further 

enhance EFSA’s high quality scientifi c 

advice.

Experts from Europe and worldwide, 

in a wide range of scientifi c and expert 

fi elds, such as food and feed safety, 

nutrition, toxicology, chemistry, ani-

mal health and welfare, are invited to 

apply. The full list of the expertise be-

ing sought is indicated in the online 

application form.

This open invitation to scientifi c ex-

perts is being made within the con-

text of EFSA’s strengthened policy on 

transparency and independence for 

selecting experts to assist EFSA with 

its scientifi c work.

The database will become a ‘pool’ of 

expertise from which EFSA will select 

the best scientifi c experts to provide 

support to its Scientific Committee 

and Panels, corporate networks (e.g. 

Advisory Forum and Focal Points) 

and respective Working Groups. The 

expert database will also be available 

to all EU Member States who may use 

it to identify experts for their own sci-

entifi c activities.

This expert database, of f icially 

launched on 5 June 2008, has been 

set up to further reinforce EFSA’s 

capacity to deliver high-quality in-

dependent scientific advice and to 

assist the Authority with its growing 

workload. It will also contribute to 

reinforcing EFSA’s responsiveness in 

providing risk assessment advice to 

Europe’s decision-makers.

For more information.

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_risk/ev_20081113_en.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/AboutEfsa/WhoWeAre/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1178712806106.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902156310.htm
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Meeting to explore EFSA from a 
European and a Danish perspective

Chinese delegation visits EFSA

EFSA and the Danish National Food Insti-

tute held a conference on European and 

Danish food safety on 20 November 2008 

in Copenhagen.

EFSA’s Executive Director, Catherine 

Geslain-Lanéelle, outlined EFSA’s objectives 

and strategy. Participants also heard about 

scientifi c exchange and networks, EFSA’s 

relevance to Denmark, and how Danes 

On 12 January 2009, EFSA received a visit 

from Mr Zhang Min Yuan, the deputy di-

rector general of China’s Ministry of Health, 

and a delegation of eight Chinese offi  cials. 

It was an opportunity for them to hear 

about EFSA and how it works, and how it 

cooperates with European Union Member 

contribute to EFSA’s scientific work. The 

Danish Focal Point, the interface between 

EFSA and those involved in food safety in 

Denmark, also presented itself. 

120 scientists and participants from food 

authorities, industry and consumers or-

ganisations attended.

For more information.

States, and internationally with countries 

beyond the EU. Equally, Chinese offi  cials 

explained the food safety arrangements 

in China and exchanged views on possible 

cooperation. During the visit EFSA was in-

vited to visit counterparts in China.

Building bridgesConsultations

Public consultation on guidance 
on the evaluation of pest 
risk assessments prepared 
by third parties to justify EU 
phytosanitary measures 

EFSA is seeking comments from inter-

ested parties through a public con-

sultation on a guidance document it 

has drafted on evaluating pest risk as-

sessments prepared by third parties to 

justify phytosanitary measures taken 

under European Union (EU) law. 

The guidance concerns the evalua-

tion of pest risk assessments by EFSA’s 

scientifi c Panel on Plant Health when 

providing independent scientifi c ad-

vice on the risks posed by plant pests 

that can cause harm to plants and 

plant products in the EU. The guidance 

document describes the process and 

criteria used for evaluating pest risk 

assessments. 

The comments received during the 

consultation will help shape the fi nal 

guidance document.

The deadline for submitting comments 

is 2 March 2009.

For more information.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902260573.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902140234.htm
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EFSA and climate change on World Food Day 

The health eff ects of climate change on 

food and water safety and nutrition were 

the subject of a seminar, held in Rome, 

Italy, on 14 October. The event brought 

together the WHO Regional Office for 

Europe, the United Nations’ Food and Ag-

riculture Organization (FAO), the European 

Commission, Italian ministries and agen-

cies, and EFSA to discuss the challenges 

posed by climate change. 

Climate change will have considerable 

implications for risk assessment bodies, 

such as EFSA, which could be asked to give 

scientifi c advice on emerging food safety 

risks linked to climate related changes such 

as the distribution and spread of diseases, 

and changes to crop production. 

The seminar was held to mark this year’s 

World Food Day, which addressed the chal-

lenges of climate change and bioenergy.

For more information.

Webwatch

More information, less confusion 

EFSA has made it easier to fi nd infor-

mation on the diff erent topics  it deals 

with. 

The new alphabetical topics index 

presents all the latest thematic in-

formation on a given topic, such as 

cloning, nanotechnology or nutri-

tion and health claims. Ultimately, by 

making information easier to scan, it 

will help goal-driven users to quickly 

fi nd information on the topic they are 

interested in, without fi rst having to 

search across the EFSA website. 

In each topic, users can find infor-

mation contextualising EFSA’s work, 

and about EFSA’s role and its ongoing 

work in the area, and the relevant EU 

legislation. There will also be links to 

and from the relevant Scientifi c Panel 

and/or scientifi c unit concerned, plus 

scientifi c documents, press releases, 

and events and meetings. 

For more information.

Scientifi c highlights

EFSA evaluates TSE risk from small ruminants’ milk
Milk and milk products from flocks of 

sheep and goats affected by classical 

scrapie, and from sheep and goats in 

general, could expose animals and hu-

mans to the causal agents of this small 

ruminant’s Transmissible Spongiform En-

cephalopathy (TSE), according to a recent 

EFSA opinion. 

“These new fi ndings have implications for 

animal health. With respect to possible 

human exposure, we should keep in mind 

that, with the exception of BSE, TSEs in ani-

mals have not been found to aff ect human 

health,” said Professor Dan Collins, chair of 

the EFSA Panel on Biological Hazards that 

is behind the opinion. 

The opinion updates EFSA’s previous state-

ment, which concluded that milk from 

small ruminants was unlikely to present 

a TSE exposure risk, provided it was from 

clinically healthy animals. 

In this current opinion, EFSA noted that 

milk from ewes with classical scrapie could 

contain the causal agents of this animal 

TSE, even when the ewes appear healthy. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902127685.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_Topics.htm
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EFSA assesses possible risks of 
melamine in food from China

Following the contamination in China of 

certain food products with melamine, a 

substance not used in food, EFSA’s sci-

entists issued a statement saying that if 

adults in Europe were to consume choco-

lates and biscuits containing milk powder 

contaminated with melamine, they would 

not exceed the TDI (Tolerable Daily Intake) 

of 0.5 mg/kg body weight, even in worst 

case scenarios. 

The European Commission requested 

EFSA to focus its assessment on biscuits 

and chocolate which contain milk pow-

der as such products can be imported 

from China. EFSA developed theoretical 

exposure scenarios based on European 

consumption figures of biscuits and 

chocolate. In the absence of available 

data for contaminated milk powder, EFSA 

also used the highest value of melamine, 

reported in Chinese infant formula as a 

basis for worst case scenarios. 

Children with a mean consumption of bis-

cuits, milk toff ee and chocolate made with 

such milk powder would also not exceed the 

TDI. However, in worst case scenarios with 

the highest level of contamination, children 

with high daily consumption of milk toff ee, 

chocolate or biscuits containing high levels 

of milk powder would exceed the TDI. Chil-

dren who consume both such biscuits and 

chocolate could potentially exceed the TDI 

by up to more than three times. 

High levels of melamine can primarily aff ect 

the kidneys. EFSA applied the TDI of 0.5 mg/

kg body weight for melamine in a specifi c 

case of pet food contamination in 2007. 

At the time, EFSA stressed that it is not 

known at the moment whether such 

theoretical high level exposure scenarios 

could occur in Europe. 

For more information.

Scientifi c highlightsProfi le

Prof Dr Ralf Reintjes

Prof Dr Ralf Reintjes is the Head of the 

Emerging Risks Unit at EFSA since July 

2008. The unit provides support to the 

Scientifi c Cooperation and Assistance 

Directorate. 

Prof Reintjes is a trained medical epi-

demiologist. He studied medicine in 

Germany and Switzerland, public 

health in the UK, and epidemiology 

in The Netherlands. Over the years he 

has worked throughout Europe and 

internationally. 

He holds a full professorship for Epide-

miology and Public Health Surveillance 

in Hamburg, Germany and is associate 

professor for Infectious Disease Epide-

miology in Tampere, Finland. He has 

published extensively in the fi elds of 

epidemiology, surveillance and health 

systems research.

EFSA pointed out that as the prevalence 

of classical scrapie, and the production of 

milk from sheep and goats vary greatly 

between Member States, so will the po-

tential risk of exposure. 

EFSA recommended that more research 

should be carried out to assess the expo-

sure risk from milk to other TSE agents, 

in particular in the case of the atypical 

scrapie and BSE agents, and to evaluate 

what would happen to these TSE agents if, 

and when, milk from aff ected sheep fl ocks 

or goat herds is processed for consump-

tion as milk or other dairy products. 

To date, only one single case of naturally 

occurring BSE has been identifi ed in goats 

and none in sheep.

EFSA’s study follows the European Commis-

sion’s request for its opinion on a recent 

scientifi c article which concluded that clas-

sical scrapie can be transmitted to geneti-

cally susceptible lambs through milk. The 

Commission also asked EFSA to update, if 

considered necessary, the current risk as-

sessments on human and animal exposure 

related to TSEs from milk and milk products 

from sheep and goats.

For more information.

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902166533.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902098495.htm


 11 EFSAnews  # 19 - MARCH 2009

EFSA sets out goals for contributing 
further to animal health in Europe 

Bisphenol A and medical disorders 
- EFSA’s assessment

Animal health covers not only animal dis-

eases, but also the critical relationship be-

tween animal welfare and disease, as well 

as its relevance to public health. In October 

EFSA adopted a paper on EFSA’s role in im-

proving animal health in Europe. 

The paper sets out EFSA’s objectives to 

further reinforce EFSA’s integrated ap-

proach on animal health in the context 

of the EU’s Animal Health Strategy for 

2007-2013. As a result EFSA has identifi ed 

six main goals for future work in animal 

health. These are to:

1.  Deliver the best scientifi c advice at the 

right time and in the most appropriate 

manner for risk managers.

2.  Decrease the time needed for scientifi c 

advice by enabling rapid data exchange 

between EFSA and relevant partner or-

EFSA’s assessment of an American study 

linking urinary bisphenol A (BPA) concen-

trations to certain medical disorders in 

adults, found insufficient evidence for a 

causal link, according to an EFSA statement 

released in October 2008.

The statement follows a request from the 

European Commission for EFSA’s assess-

ment of the study after it was published 

in the Journal of the American Medical 

Association (JAMA). 

EFSA concluded that this study does not 

provide sufficient proof for a causal link 

ganisations, including Member States 

and the European Commission’s Food 

and Veterinary Offi  ce and Community 

Reference Laboratories.

3.  Provide scientifi c support and analysis 

for EU surveillance programmes for 

animal diseases, zoonoses and animal 

welfare. 

4.  Provide scientifi c support for EU crisis 

preparedness. 

5.  Avoid unnecessary divergence in opin-

ions between EFSA and other relevant 

organisations such as national authori-

ties.

6.  Mobilise and coordinate scientifi c ex-

pertise throughout the EU on issues 

within the remit of EFSA. 

For more information.

between exposure to BPA and the health 

conditions mentioned in the study, heart 

disease, diabetes and elevated liver-enzyme 

activities. The authors themselves had also 

noted that the link was not established. 

Therefore, EFSA considers that there is no 

need to revise the Tolerable Daily Intake of 

0.05 mg/kg body weight (bw)/day that it 

set following EFSA’s comprehensive BPA 

risk assessment in 2006.

For more information.

Profi le

Nicoline Le Gourierec

Since September 2008, Nicoline Le 

Gourierec is Head of EFSA’s Human 

Resource Unit. This unit supports all 

other units in recruitment, payroll 

and personnel administration, train-

ing and career development, and 

staff welfare. She also coordinates 

the newly created internal communi-

cations post.

Before EFSA, she was Head of Person-

nel at the European Patent Offi  ce in 

Germany. She has also been Director 

of Corporate Career Development at 

the Lafarge Group Headquarters in 

Paris; Human Resource Manager for 

Reader’s Digest in France; HR project 

leader at the research centre of Ci-

ments Français (now Italcimenti); as 

well as a consultant with Bernard Krief, 

an executive research company. 

She holds a Doctorandus title (Mas-

ter’s degree) in Social Sciences from 

the University of Amsterdam, special-

ising in the science of education. She 

contributed to a research project, con-

cerning educational methods aimed 

at maintaining highly-gifted children 

in public schools, a method that has 

been eff ectively implemented in sev-

eral pilot schools. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902168979.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_1211902145465.htm
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Number of scientifi c opinions, statements 
and other scientifi c documents per panel/
unit from September to December 2008.

Scientifi c area of expertise
Scientifi c
Opinions

Scientifi c statements, 
reports and other 

scientifi c documents

Animal health and welfare (AHAW) 8 -

Food additives and nutrient sources (ANS) 12

Biological hazards (BIOHAZ) 3 1 scientifi c report

Food contact materials, enzymes, fl avourings (CEF) 16 3 statements

Contaminants (CONTAM) 4

Feed additives (FEEDAP) 12 12 guidance documents

Genetically modifi ed organisms (GMO) 5

Nutrition (NDA) 37 -

Plant health (PLH) 1 1 draft guidance document

Plant protection products (PPR) 2 -

Scientifi c Committee 0 2 scientifi c reports

Pesticides (PRAPeR) -
43 pesticide conclusions, 19 
reasoned opinions on MRLs

Zoonoses -
2 scientifi c reports, 2 data 

collection reports

Assessment methodology -
1 statement, 1 scientifi c 

report , 1 statistical report

Data collection exposure - 2 data collection reports

Scientifi c cooperation -
2 data collection reports, 

2 technical scientifi c reports

The aim of this table is to provide an 

overview of the latest scientifi c opinions, 

statements and other working documents 

adopted by EFSA’s Scientifi c Panels and 

Units. These numbers vary according to 

the nature of the question raised, and the 

type of risk assessment required. Hence, 

the number of opinions, statements and 

other working documents issued by a 

Panel is not in itself an indicator of pro-

ductivity. The list of all opinions adopted 

can be found in the Register of Questions. 

Summaries and texts of the opinions by 

Panel are available online.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/efsa_locale-1178620753812_ScientificPanels.htm
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/ScientificOpinionPublicationReport/efsa_locale-1178620753812_RegisterOfQuestions.htm
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