PDS Course 3 - Control of Protected Designations of Origin (PDO), Protected Geographical Indications (PGI) and Traditional Specialities Guaranteed (TSG) in the field of agricultural products and foodstuffs 
 
Dear Ms Lepeskova, 
I am writing to you in regards of your role as National Contact Point for the Better Training for Safer Food (BTSF) Initiative. We would like to invite Czech Republic to participate in the PDS Training Session 01 (TS01) - Course 3 - Control of PDO/PGI/TSG - agricultural products and foodstuffs.
The Consumers, Health, Agriculture and Food Executive Agency (CHAFEA) is organising, on behalf of the Health and Food Safety Directorate-General (DG SANTE), European Commission, a cycle of 14 BTSF training sessions focused on Protected Designations Schemes (PDS). A total of 425 participants from EU Member States and selected Non-EU Countries will be invited from September 2016 to March 2018. 
Please kindly note that more information about the global distribution of seats allocated to your country for all future sessions will be communicated to you in due course.
Two out of the above-referred 14 training sessions will focus on Control of PDO/PGI/TSG in the field of agricultural products and foodstuffs, and will be open to approximately 60 participants (30 per session). By the present letter we kindly request you to select and nominate your country’s participants for: 
 
Training Session:                     TS 01
Course:                                    3 - Control of PDO/PGI/TSG - agricultural products and foodstuffs
Dates:                                       22 - 25 November 2016
Location:                                  Zagreb, Croatia
Working language:                   English 
Deadline for TAFs:                    21 October 2016
 
Number of places allocated to your Czech Republic for this training session: 1 (one)
 
Target participants:
-       competent authority staff involved in planning and coordination of control activities in the sector of PDO/PGI/TSG for agricultural products and foodstuffs, as well as field inspectors;
-       staff of delegated control bodies involved in the control in the above sector;
-       staff of national accreditation bodies involved in the above sector;
-       staff of customs authorities involved in the above sector.
 
Applicants to this training course must:
-       fall within the target groups specified above;
-       commit to disseminate the obtained knowledge among stakeholders in their home country;
-       have a good working level of English.
 
Please return to us by e-mail no later than 21 October 2016 a completed Training Application Form (TAF) for each nominated participant. The TAF template is attached hereto.
 
All information concerning the nomination of training participants must be channelled through you as National Contact Point (NCP) - sole person authorized to submit candidatures for participation.
 
We would highly appreciate your cooperation in advancing to all nominees the information that their attendance to the training courses will entail completing three surveys. These have been designed and launched by the European Commission in a strive for continuous monitoring and improvement of the quality and impact of the BTSF training activities:
 
-       test of knowledge at the beginning and at the end of the training session;
-       evaluation of the training session;
-       impact assessment / dissemination results two months after the training session.
 
Training participants shall rest assured that the results of the above-cited surveys are anonymous; they are analysed and reported in bulk, and not individually or by country.
 
General information and course contents 
 
The 14 training sessions will be delivered in four different courses: 
         GIs in the wine sector (Course 1)
         GIs in the field of spirit drinks (Course 2)
         PDO/PGI/TSG in the field of agricultural products and foodstuffs (Course 3)
         Cross-sectorial course on market controls (Course 4).
 
All four courses aim to ensure that Member States carry out their PDO/PGI/TSG/GI controls in conformity with the EU regulatory framework. A clear understanding of the requirements laid down in the EU horizontal and sector-specific legislation by the national competent control authorities, control bodies, national accreditation bodies and customs authorities is a crucial factor for the effectiveness of control systems. Furthermore, bringing together participants from different EU Member States will allow exchange of experience and best practices among them, as well as with participants from Non-EU countries.
 
The following topics will be covered during each training session under Course 3 - Control of PDO/PGI/TSG in the field of agricultural products and foodstuffs: 
 
Topic 1: PDO/PGI/TSG for agri-food products in the context of EU quality policy and regulatory framework - overview
Topic 2: Control systems related to PDO/PGI/TSG for agri-food products
Topic 3: Planning and organization of control activity on PDO/PGI/TSG products  
Topic 4: Official controls on PDO/PGI/TSG agricultural products and foodstuffs
Topic 5: Communication and reporting related to official controls on PDO/PGI/TSG of agri-food products
Topic 6: Integration activity
 
The training programme for the course is attached to this email. In a second attachment, you will find the description of training modules per topic. 
Further information is available at http://btsf.euroconsultants.be
 
Practical arrangements
 
The European Commission will fund in full the visa, travel, accommodation, meals, and field visit costs for all training participants. No daily allowance will be paid on top of this. Any other costs are to be paid by participants themselves. 
The PDS training is organised by Euro Consultants - an external contractor. The Euro Consultants PDS Team will liaise further with the nominated participants for all logistics and practical aspects.
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions.
We are looking forward to hearing from you!
Kind regards,
Stella Kalcheva
Mob +359 87 933 2383
 
The BTSF Protected Designation Schemes Team 
Euro Consultants s.a. - International & Institutional Projects Department
pds@euroconsultants.be
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